
 

Page 1 of 8 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on  
Tuesday 26th April 2022 at 7.30pm 

Quorn Village Hall 
 
 

 10 Parishioners in attendance. 
 The Chair welcomed both members of the public and fellow Councillors to the meeting and 

thanked them for their attendance. 
1. Apologies 

 Cllr Price, Cllr Hollingworth, Cllr Thornborow, Cllr Jones, Cllr Parks, Cllr Burgess, Cllr 
Brown and Cllr Clarke were present. 
Cllr Colin Phillips, Cllr Don Davey and Cllr Neil Parr sent their apologies.   

 
 

Also, in attendance was Borough Councillor Richard Shepherd and County Councillor 
Hilary Fryer. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting – 25th May 2021 - to receive for approval. 
Resolved: That the motion be carried. 
 

3. Report from the Chair 
Carolyn Thornborow, Chair of Council, began by thanking the councillors and the staff and 
confirmed that in the last 12 months, we have both lost and gained councillors but currently 
have a full allocation. 
 
The Chair continued by confirming the opening hours of the office and where to find details 
of the website and social media pages.  The councillors’ surgeries are also held monthly 
and are a good opportunity for the residents to be able to meet and discuss any issues with 
councillors directly. 
 
Recent and upcoming projects including the ramp in the community room, the development 
of a kitchen, meeting room and storage area in the Old School, and the play equipment 
replacements at Caves Field were highlighted. 
 
The possible development of the Old School rear yard and orchard was also mentioned and 
it was explained that there are ideas and potential plans in the pipeline. 
 
Cllr Thornborow then highlighted some of the other areas that council had been involved in 
including a traffic and parking working group which is looking at issues within the village 
and the improvement of the bridleway between Quorn and Woodhouse, the Community 
Resilience team whose plan had now been formalised with a special thanks going to the 
Flood Wardens and the new environmental group and what their aims were. 
 
Finally, Cllr Thornborow reiterated that the Parish Council have a grants budget and that 
local groups are welcome to apply for small amounts. 
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4. Police Report 
A written report was prepared by PCSO Hallmark and read out by the Chair: 
 
01/04/2021 – 31/03/2022 Crime Figures: 

• A total of 27 vehicle crimes, 23 thefts, 12 burglaries and 13 criminal damage reports 
have been reported and investigated in the last 12 months in Quorn.  

• This is not including other crimes such as domestic incidents, violence and public 
order offences that have been investigated by Leicestershire Police in the last 12 
months. Further information on these reports can be found on the Police.uk website. 

 
What have the beat team been up to the last 12 months? 

• Held monthly beat surgeries in Quorn and engaged with members of the public to 
discuss their neighbourhood concerns. 

• Regularly patrolling Quorn and the surrounding villages and “hot spot areas”.  
• Presented various school talks based on relevant topics at Quorn Beavers, Quorn 

Smiles After School Club, Lime Tree Nursery, Rawlins Academy and St 
Bartholomew’s Primary School. We have built good working relationships with these 
organisations and hopefully had a positive impact on the local children.  

• Remained a presence and kept working relationships with local businesses and 
assisted with investigations when these businesses have been targeted.  

• Working with partnership agencies and developing intelligence to help tackle ASB 
and crime in Quorn.  

This is just a selection of what the beat team have been doing in Quorn. The beat team also 
cover surrounding villages and we assist with operational demand across Charnwood. 
Anti-Social Behaviour: 
There have been a couple of reports of anti-social behaviour in the last 60 days in Quorn: 

• Youths behaving anti-socially outside the Co-Op, Quorn.  
• Youths behaving antisocially in Stafford Orchard Park, Quorn. 

The beat team are aware and continue to patrol the village and educate youths.  
Upcoming Beat Surgery: 
Saturday 21st May between 14:00 and 15:00 at the Co-Op, Quorn  

0
5

10

Ap
r-

…

M
ay

…

Ju
n-

21

Ju
l-2

1

Au
g-

…

Se
p-

…

O
ct

-2
1

N
ov

-…

De
c-

…

Ja
n-

22

Fe
b-

…

M
ar

-…

Quorn 12 Month Crime 
Graph

Vehicle Crime Theft

Burglaries Criminal Damage



 

Page 3 of 8 
 

 
5. Financial Report 

A written report was prepared by Cllr Colin Phillips, Chair of Finance and General Purposes 
Committee and was read out by the Chair: 
Having only joined the Council last May 2021 I joined the F&GP committee and in 
December 2021. I became chair of F&GP. I submit this report on behalf of the committee. 
After a difficult year due to Covid 19 I can report that the receipts were down for both the 
hire of Village Hall and the Old School amenities were down more than 50%, as a lot of 
hirers were prevented organising events carrying on their club activities due to restrictions. 
The Village Hall and Old school developments were also affected by Covid and these 
projects have been carried over to 2022/2023 budget and we will be trying to get on with 
these in the first part of the year. 
Money set aside for the caves field play area development have also been rolled into 22/23 
budget this was due to the Council applying for a 106 agreement which we have been 
successful in acquiring which will allow us to now replace and enhance the play area, our 
Grounds and Facilities officer has been working hard on this engaging with local playgroups 
and schools and ensuring the right equipment is fitted. This project should now be 
completed by the end June 2022. 
The Council were also successful in getting monies from LCC to resurface Quorn to 
Woodhouse Bridleway, this was affected by weather and contractor availability but we are 
hoping to get this job done this year 2022. 
The Chair added that the Parish Council has a comprehensive asset register with a value of 
over £3,000,000. 

6. County Council Report 
County Councillor Hilary Fryer was in attendance and presented the following report: 
After an extremely difficult two years it is very pleasing that nearly all meetings at all levels 
are now being held in person.  We tend only to use online facilities for training and briefings.   
For the benefit of everyone and to enable more positive meetings these systems are 
working well. 
It is still challenging times at County, still the lowest funded in the country.  We are still 
pressing for more funding.  County is still one of the highest performing in the country, but it 
still means that everyone Is working that much harder to enable services to be maintained 
and improved where necessary. 
As chair of Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny committee I am very aware of the 
pressures placed on the department.  The demand for more and more support and help has 
risen considerably but without the commensurate funding.  Our looked after and vulnerable 
children are the responsibility of the council until they are 25.   We will not know the full 
affect of the past two years will have had on our children.  The department and councillors 
are aware of this and keeping in touch with everyone is vital.  For anyone with any concerns 
at all regarding Children and Families don’t hesitate to contact the council.  There is a great 
deal of support and advice available. 
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 The Members Highway Fund was started last year and the projects are now being actioned.   
There were 504 applications across the county of which 183 were declined.  A few others 
were withdrawn.  The most popular project was speed signs with street furniture, such as 
bollards and benches, the 2nd. 
The fund for 2022/23 has now been launched and full details are on the LCC website.  The 
good news being that Quorn is entitled to £12500 for this year plus approximately £4000 
carried over from last year.  I will find out the exact sum carried over as soon as possible.   
Any projects to do with Public Rights of Way and Vegetation works need to have the forms 
submitted by the end of May.  Other projects to be submitted by end of October. 
The council is still working on planting 700,000 trees across the county – roughly one for 
every resident.  This project will be of advantage is everyone. 
I work closely with your Borough Councillors, and try to keep the Parish Council informed of 
any information I receive – particularly road closures etc. 
Finally, I am sure there are lots of plans coming along for Quorn to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee on the extended bank holiday in June.  I look forward to hearing about 
them ……. 

7. Borough Council Report  
Borough Councillor Shepherd gave his report as follows: 
I am giving this Report on behalf of my fellow Ward Councillor, Jane Hunt, as well as 
myself.  
The Covid-19 pandemic 
Council work has of course been heavily influenced since early in 2020 by the Covid-19 
pandemic – working with partners to respond to need, implementing assistance schemes, 
and changing our ways of working. We are now meeting physically for decision-making 
meetings, as required by law, but have learnt the value of virtual meetings for discussions, 
for the efficient use of time. 
Support for Ukrainian refugees 
Refugees from Ukraine have started to arrive in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. 
Councils, the NHS, Police, East Midlands Airport and other organizations have teamed up 
to provide support. 
Local Plan Examination 
The Charnwood Local Plan 2021-2027 is now in its Examination stage. An Inspector will 
consider: 
evidence provided by the Council to support the Plan; 
any representations which have been put forward by local people and other interested 
parties. 
Public hearings are scheduled for dates in June and July. 
I’d like to turn now to some matters of more local interest. 
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Member Grants 
For the financial year 2021-2022 each Borough Councillor was allocated a budget of £500 
to support projects that bring benefit to their Ward. 
Jane awarded £500 to the Quorn Ukulele Orchestra 
I awarded £250 to the Orchestra and £250 to Your Store Charnwood, for work in 
Mountsorrel. The full title and extent of our Ward is of course “Quorn and Mountsorrel 
Castle”. At the moment that award is still technically “pending”, awaiting completion of some 
documents. 
The Member Grants scheme for 2022-2023 is now open, and details are available on the 
Borough Council website. Each Borough Councillor has again been allocated a budget of 
£500, and the last date for application is 31st January, 2023.   
I will take this opportunity to invite expressions of interest to Jane and/or myself. 
Planning applications and other issues raised by residents 
Jane and I have been as usual responding to enquiries from residents and assisting as best 
we can. 
Outwoods Restoration Project 
Over 1,000 trees have been planted at the Outwoods in Loughborough to help the ancient 
woodland return to its natural historic state. 
The Borough Council, which maintains the Outwoods, working alongside the Outwoods 
Management Committee, has planted native oak and hazel trees as part of a restoration 
project to help return the Outwoods to a natural acid oak woodland. The second phase of 
the project was completed last November. Volunteers helped to plant a total of 1,450 native 
trees to replace non-native coniferous trees. The long-term plan to restore the woodland 
began in 2019 when the Council started gradually to remove non-native coniferous trees in 
phases. 
The restoration project is part of a Countryside Stewardship scheme, run by Natural 
England and the Forestry Commission, and aims to preserve the ecology and habitats 
found in the woodland. 
Outwoods Visitor Centre and Café dedicated in memory of David Slater 
A plaque dedicating the Outwoods Visitor Centre and Café in memory of David Slater, a 
former Leader of the Borough Council and a councillor for the Quorn and Mountsorrel 
Castle Ward, was unveiled at an event on 18th March this year. The event was held 
formally to open the new facility. Sadly, David died in 2018, and the dedication has been 
made in recognition of his service to the people of Charnwood. 
Loughborough Fair 
Loughborough Fair has won an important tourism award for the year it celebrated its 800th 
anniversary, 2021. 
The Borough Council operates the Markets and Fair, and the Fair has won “Best Free 
Event” at the Leicestershire Tourism Awards. 2021 saw the return of the Fair following a 
break caused by the pandemic. 
Nanpantan Road Cemetery 
Work to develop a second cemetery in Loughborough is nearly finished. 
The Borough Council has created the new Nanpantan Road Cemetery in Watermead Lane. 
It includes space for natural burials and memorial gardens. The cemetery will be formally 
opened towards the end of the summer. 
The Hope Bell  
There’s still just time to have a say on the Hope Bell project.  
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The Hope Bell will be a lasting memorial to all those in Charnwood who have lost their lives 
in the Covid-19 pandemic, and a tribute to NHS and key workers. It is also intended to be a 
beacon of hope for the future and a reminder of how communities came together to support 
each other in challenging times. 
The Bell will be located in Queen’s Park in Loughborough. There will be a clock chime 
installation consisting of four, quarter chime bells and the main Hope Bell to sound the 
hours. 
The Borough Council is running an online survey about the project and residents are invited 
to comment by visiting www.charnwood.gov.uk/hopebell. The survey will close on 30th 
April, 2022. 
Thank you 
Jane and I would like to thank Kevan Porter, the Editor of “The Quorndon Village Life”, for 
giving us space in the magazine to report on Borough matters. 
We’d also like to thank the Parish Council and its Officers, and Hilary Fryer, our County 
Councillor, for their help and co-operative working during the year. I’ll mention especially 
the Council inviting Jane, Hilary and me to attend the Councillor Surgeries whenever we 
can. 

8. Library Report 
 
Cllr Jones, in her role as a library volunteer read the following statement: 
The challenges of successive lockdowns began to recede as the library reopened for a 
Covid secure simple book exchange on 12 April 2021. There were sufficient volunteers 
willing to return to staff 4 sessions a week, following guidance from our grant giver 
Leicestershire County Council Library Service (LCC LS). 
The Click& Collect service initiated in lockdown was halted on reopening, but the Home 
Delivery Service continues to be welcomed by the house-bound who use it. 
By 4 October pre-pandemic opening of 20 hours a week resumed. As the year progressed 
there was a gradual reintroduction of aspects of normal service, culminating in the 
reintroduction of the ever popular puppet theatre in March.  
Community libraries can only exist if there are volunteers to run them. A solid core of Quorn 
volunteers have been involved since January 2015 when the Parish Council appealed for 
help to save the village library. On 8 February we marked 5 years in operation. Every week, 
bar Christmas and New Year, 20 different volunteers staff the 10 shifts- that’s more than 
2000 hours of volunteer time a year. Whilst a number of volunteers were unable to return to 
the role of library assistant for personal reasons, we welcomed several enthusiastic new 
volunteers to the team so that it remains about 40. After an induction by our Volunteer 
Coordinator new staff undergo on the job training with experienced volunteers. Refresher 
training for returning staff was provided. Young student volunteers were welcomed back, 
either self-motivated or as part of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. 
During the lockdowns the online library service grew in immense popularity as it offers 
library members free access to audio and e-books, and many newspapers and magazines. 
So, we have been most encouraged that our customers, both old and new, are using the 
service in numbers akin to and exceeding the year 2019-20. Since fully reopening in 
October and compared to the same 6 months of that previous full year, we have joined up 
more new members, issued more books and visitor numbers are almost back to pre-
pandemic levels.   
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 The philosophy of public libraries promotes a free, universally available, safe space offering 
local people more than just books: an indoor recreational and educational space to nourish 
the mind and soul. This is what we have offered this year: 
Wriggly Readers resumed in April for the under 5s and their carer. Every Friday the small 
dedicated team shares stories and rhymes with a dozen or so families. This was especially 
welcome as very young children missed out on important social interactions during 
lockdowns, as did the carers.  
In August we took part in the county wide Festival of Stories with a reminiscence afternoon 
for people living with dementia and their families, a parent and child craft session themed 
on plastic and the environment, and an outdoor treasure trail in the park based on children’s 
books. 
A small team of volunteers was awarded a grant from LCC Culture Communities Network to 
run a community art project bringing together all parts of the Quorn community to create a 
lasting legacy snapshot of Quorn in 2022 after the challenges of the previous two years. 
The final artwork produced with the winning artists Gather Create Grow and many 
community members is being hung in the library and celebrated on 21 May. 
In November, and as part of the art project scoping phase, the afternoon Craft and Chat 
group resumed following its enforced pause in March 2020. New friendships have been 
forged and new skills shared by a regular group of crafters of different ages. 
As a new year begins the library team looks to build further on the strong recovery achieved 
so far. The Parish Council is justly proud that it is able to offer a community library with 
arguably the finest premises in the county, supporting a team of volunteers whose 
enthusiasm and hard work ensures that Quorn library is in the top 3 of the county’s 35 as 
measured by LCC LS performance data. The popularity of the Old School café and the 
award winning Stafford Orchard alongside the library offer all sectors of the Quorn 
community, and many from beyond, a holistic and highly valued experience.     

9. Questions 
The Chair thanked everyone for their reports and went on to invite questions from the floor. 
The following matters were raised: 
 

• It was noted that the number of residents in attendance was higher than previous 
years. 

• The number of Ukrainian refugees in Charnwood was raised but it was confirmed 
that the actual numbers are not known. 

• Car-parking – could we aim to have the village centre car free by 2035 – is it 
worth considering? 

• Quarry extensions – should we be doing something now?  CCllr Fryer replied that 
there will have to be planning permission and the extensions are to the north and 
south and will allow the quarry to run until around 2040 when it will then close.  
There will be no change in the traffic or operation.  There will be more public 
consultation.  Draft applications will not go in until end of this year or beginning of 
next. 
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9. • Cllr Clarke explained about the tarmac liaison group.  There are plans to extend 
towards Quorn.  Surrounding areas will be landscaped.  There is a 15 year plan to 
quarry remaining granite.  The Parish Council will be able to comment during 
consultation like anyone else.  The wood has nearly gone already.  Residents can 
write to Tarmac if they feel strongly enough. 

• The Chair of Planning stated that we need to be ready and proactive – the quarry 
open day ended up as a consultation and another quarry is opening up at the other 
end of the village. 

• A resident of Sutton Close raised an issue regarding the play equipment on Caves 
Field.  They are concerned about equipment because in the evenings teenagers sit 
up high and can see into the gardens of residents.  It was suggested that this should 
be raised with the PCSO and the ASB team at Charnwood Borough Council. 

• A resident enquired about staff costs and whether money is being paid off the 
outstanding loan.   

• A resident questioned whether the publicity for the meeting had been sufficient. 
• A resident spoke regarding the churchyard and that the garden of memory is nearly 

full so they need to add another but require funding.   
• Quorn Court development was raised by a resident and they wanted to know the 

parish council’s view.  They stated that the infrastructure is not there.  The chair of 
planning responded regarding the plans. 

There were no further questions. 
 

10. The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 


