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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Request for fairground on Stafford Orchard 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To receive a request from a fairground organiser to hold a small fair on Stafford Orchard Park 
and agree a response. 
 
Background 
 
Before the refurbishment of Stafford Orchard Park, there used to be a regular fair held on the 
main field. This subsequently stopped following the park refurbishment due to the excessive 
rubbish left behind and damage to grass and flower beds. However, this was over a decade 
ago and it is not clearly recorded that fairgrounds are not allowed in Stafford Orchard Park in 
any minutes as a decision that was made by QPC, at least not any minutes during the past 
decade. Grounds staff are not supportive of fairgrounds as they usually involve heavy 
vehicles which are not good for the ground condition.  
 
Recently, a request has come in to the office from a local fairground owner asking if it would 
be possible to hold a small fair on the park (See appendix 1). This request is of commercial 
nature and not obviously linked to any group, individual or project related to QPC, as such it 
should be considered a ‘for profit’ request. There are currently no standardised charges for 
commercial activity on Stafford Orchard park.  
 
Although there have been issues with litter and damage caused by fairgrounds historically, 
the G+FO would like to confirm the position of the current grounds and facilities committee 
regarding fairs on Stafford Orchard Park.  
 
Proposal  

That the current Grounds and Facilities Committee makes a formal decision regarding the 

permission of fairgrounds on Stafford Orchard Park.  

Timescale 

Any decisions made based on the recommendations of this paper will be acted upon 
immediately.  

Recommendations 

1. That commercial fairgrounds are not allowed on Stafford Orchard Park due to high 
risk of excess litter, damage to grounds and poor use of staff time before, during and 
after the event. 

Financial Implications 

It might be possible to charge a hire fee for fairgrounds to use Stafford Orchard Park, 
however if the above recommendation is agreed this possible income will not be accessible.  
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Strategic Plan Reference 

1.13 

Risk Assessment  

Financial – The income generated by allowing a fair to be run on Stafford Orchard park could 
be outweighed by damage caused 

Reputational – If a fair were to be allowed it would potentially hinder ‘normal’ usage for 
regular park users and increase the chance of anti-social behaviour.  

Health and Safety – Risk assessments, insurance and event information forms would have to 
be completed by the fairground organisers if fairgrounds are permitted.  
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Appendix 1 

 
Hello David 

 

Was good talking to you, from our conversation I would like to attend with a small family funfair, 
maybe 3 to 4 adult rides, a number of children's rides and inflatables, side stalls and possibly a small 
candy floss stall. 

 

With regards to vehicles, pickup type will be used for the smaller rides and 4 lorries for the adult 
rides, although from access to ride placement, boarding will be used to safeguard ground area across 
the park. 

 

I drove over the weekend to look at access which is very good, and the ground was surprisingly hard 
for this time of year.  

 

Utilities required, has you are probably aware rides come with there own generators, most of which 
are silent nowadays, water and electric would be fab for the caravan although not a necessity has our 
base is Wymeswold so are able to travel. 

 

From a dates point of view I was thinking possibly 16th until 22nd May with opening days Thursday-
Sunday, hours are generally 6-9 weekdays and 2-9 weekend but close earlier if no one is around. 

 

Dates are dependent on ground situation and will review beforehand to ensure ground is sufficient 
for vehicles, if isn't viable would really like to go for a later date if acceptable David. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you 

 

Kindest regards 

 


