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Air Quality 

Purpose of the Report 

To consider approaching Charnwood Borough Council to extend the 
monitoring of air quality in Quorn. 

Background 

It is a requirement of the Environment Act is that Charnwood BC 
regularly undertake an air quality review and assessment in order to 
determine whether air quality objectives are likely to be met in the 
Borough.  

To facilitate these assessments Charnwood BC has a number of fixed 
monitors around the borough as well as two Zephyr mobile 
monitoring devices.  It also receives information from the quarry 
operator and LCC. 

These assessments must be undertaken on a rolling three-year 
programme. Copies of the following reports from 2000 onwards can 
be viewed on the Charnwood website. The most recent Annual 
Status Report was 2021, and the process seems to go back to 2003.  

There are four local air quality management areas (AQMAs) which 
Charnwood have declared are at risk of experiencing air pollution 
levels from nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide and particulate matter 
(PM10) above those set out in the UK Air Quality Regulations. One of 
these is around the quarry at Mountsorrel: The latest (2021) Air 
Quality Management Report says this about Mountsorrel: “The work 
with Mountsorrel Quarry (Tarmac) continues to monitor, appraise 
and scrutinise PM10 data obtained around the local area with 
reference to the normal associated activities inherent with quarry 
operations. Relevant partners to the quarry Dust Management and 
Monitoring Plan (DMMP) i.e., Charnwood Borough Council 
Environmental Health staff, Leicester County Council Planning staff, 
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Tarmac management team and external consultants continue to 
regularly meet to ensure that any sources of on-site fugitive dust 
emissions are continually identified and addressed through 
appropriate mechanisms to reduce impact to the local community. 
Whilst PM10 levels have markedly lowered since the introduction of 
the quarry DMMP, and are now being reported consistently within 
NAQO targets, it is apparent that residents still experience episodic 
concentration impact from local activities; we can however support 
the suggestion that transboundary movements are still continuing to 
play a part in a number of the 24-hour exceedances experienced at 
Mountsorrel”  

Looking ahead, the report says this about Mountsorrel: “We continue 
to be committed to the work at Mountsorrel Quarry. Whilst we have 
demonstratable data for several years now that both the annual 
average concentration of PM10 is significantly down (currently by 
~32% from pre-AQMA data) and daily exceedances are now within 
the permitted maximum objective of 35, the nature and scale of the 
operations on-site continue to remain an environmental focus for 
both the public and ward Councillors. The challenge for both the 
quarry (and the regulators) here continues to be the promotion of the 
extensive work and financial investment already undertaken by the 
operators. Complaints to the Council concerning perceived dust 
emissions from the site, whilst anecdotally fewer, do continue to be 
received often with the comments that “nothing is being done” to 
address the (primarily nuisance) emissions.”  

Parts of the centre of Loughborough and parts of Syston are also 
designated as air quality management areas, as is the area in 
Loughborough around the GCR station, and engineering sheds.  It is 
interesting that in its submission to Charnwood Planning concerning 
the proposed development at Chestnut Close/Buddon Lane 
(P/21/2538/2) the GCR commented that “Steam engines and diesel 
locomotives always emit a certain amount of smoke and steam. 
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Potential residents should be advised of their proximity to this and 
the potential to affect their properties/” 

Given the similarity of GCR operations at Quorn to those in the 
Loughborough GCR AQMA and given the proximity of parts of Quorn 
to Mountsorrel quarry AQMA it is possible that air quality levels in 
parts of Quorn may merit the same level of monitoring and attention 
that those in the existing AQMAs attract. 

In addition, the operation of the proposed sand and gravel extraction 
quarry at One Ash may have implications for air quality going 
forward. 

Proposal and recommendation 

That QPC approach Charnwood BC to request an assessment of the 
need for further monitoring of air quality in all or parts of Quorn 

Timescale 

This can be started as soon as possible. 

Financial Implications 

None that can be foreseen. 

Risk Assessment 

Not to have the assessment might leave residents exposed to risk 
and be seen as negligent on our part. 

Some residents may not want their home to be included in a AQMA 

 

 

 

 
 


