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Report of the Parish Manager 
 

RE: Buddon Lane Heritage Street Light 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To consider the request of a home owner to remove the street light from outside of their 
property, taking into consideration the views of other residents of the lane.  
 
Background 
 
In June 2020, the homeowner had requested that the lamppost be moved by 5ft when they 
were applying for planning permission to add an additional property to their land.  Committee 
at the time did agree that the post (minute 20/028a), at the homeowner’s expense, could be 
moved by the agreed measurements as long as the homeowners agreed to use an 
appropriately accredited contractor authorised by the Parish Council and subject to planning 
permission. 
 
Since that decision was made, the homeowner has spoken with builders, office staff and 
building control. A third party has informed the homeowner that the lamppost should be 
removed as it is a health and safety issue, blocking the view down the lane. 
 
The homeowner has also stated that there are often parked vehicles on the lane and 
because of that and the post, it makes their drive way unusable. 
 
The homeowners have stated that they will be installing lighting on their gate posts to avoid 
leaving the area unlit. 
 
In December 2021, the homeowners requested that the lamppost be removed rather than 
moved. 
 
At January’s meeting of the Committee, it was agreed that a consultation should be run to 
obtain the views of other residents of the lane (minute 21/067ii) and legal advice sought as to 
whether the street light could be removed. 
 
Leicestershire County Council have now advised that the PC has no legal obligation to 
provide street lighting on a privately owned road and the PC may remove the light if they 
choose to.  However, whilst researching details in order to prepare this paper, it has become 
evident that it is not possible to simply move the current lamppost as previously approved. 
 
Heritage lampposts do not have a door so contractors cannot isolate the electrics to carry out 
the work needed and as the fuse carrier is so small, they cannot fit a standard isolator in 
them.  Therefore, as a result, Western power will not reconnect the streetlight as it does not 
comply with British Standards anymore. 
 
The advice was also that the metal work of the heritage lamppost becomes extremely brittle 
with age so would unlikely survive a move even if it were possible. 
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The only viable options therefore are to leave the lamppost as it is, remove the lamppost 
completely or remove and replace, 5ft away with a galvanised street light with LED lantern. 
 
The views of the majority of residents of Buddon Lane (see appendix 7a), are that the street 
light should not be removed although many state that re-siting would be a satisfactory 
compromise.  They state that the lane is dark and the lighting is necessary for safety and that 
the speed bumps are aligned with the lighting. 
 
It was not known at the time when the consultation was run that the heritage lamppost could 
not simply be re-sited so residents views do not consider that fact that it would be a 
replacement lamppost rather than the original moving. 
 
Proposal  
 
That having considered the views of the residents of the lane, the decision made by 
committee previously and considering the information from the contractors, the heritage 
lamppost is removed and a new lamppost is installed 5ft from the current site. 

Timescale 

Information can be fed back to residents of the lane including the original homeowner who 
made the request as soon as possible.  Contractors have estimated the work can be carried 
out in approximately 6-8 weeks. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that committee approve one of the following options –  

1. That the heritage lamppost is removed and a new lamppost is installed 5ft from the 
current site by a contractor organised by the Parish Council with the resident being 
invoiced for the full amount. 

2. That the heritage lamppost is removed by a contractor organised by the Parish 
Council with the resident being invoiced for the full amount but not replaced. 

3. Neither of the above options are taken and the heritage lamppost remains where it is 
sited currently. 

Financial Implications 

There will be no financial implications for the Parish Council but to disconnect and remove 
the existing lamppost will costs the home owner approximately £515 and to disconnect, 
remove and replace with a new galvanised lamppost, £1200. 

Risk Assessment  

The PC have to consider the needs of the majority rather than an individual. 

The lane is dark, well used and there are speed bumps and although the PC have no legal 
obligation to provide lighting, they have historically done so.  To remove the lighting would 
leave an area vulnerable and also affect the aesthetics of the lane. 

 

 

 

 

 


