
The Old Mill 

9 Soar Lane 

Leicester 

LE3 5DE 

Tel: 0116 262 9968 

Fax: 0116 251 5426 

Email: info@lrwt.org.uk 

www.lrwt.org.uk 

Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

1st March 2022 

Quorn Parish Council 

64 Leicester Road 

Quorn 

LE12 8BB 

Dear Mr Longford, 

Re: Annual Report for Tom Long’s Nature Reserve 2021/22 

I am writing to you as Deputy Clerk for Quorn Parish Council, to update you on the 

general status of Tom Long’s Nature Reserve and the conservation management 

works that have taken place on the site since our lease started in 2017. 

General status and condition of the nature reserve 

No significant changes in habitat condition have taken place over the last year and 

all of the distinctive habitats present remain good local examples of, swamp/fen, 

wet woodland or wet grassland communities. 

Litter accumulates in the reserve, particularly either side of the central pathway 

where people gather near to the benches and the footpath and that runs alongside 

compartment 2.  Litter also builds up as wind blow from the green space just 

around the corner from the central pathway.   

Progress made with planned site management 

I have removed the bottom section (10cm) of sheep fencing that runs along the 

central pathway to facilitate better management of encroaching soil and 

vegetation.  Previously, when strimming along the fence, the cord would catch the 

stock netting and rapidly wear away.  Now, I can move along and keep the path 

clean of nettles to ensure safe passage for pedestrians. 

In compartment 1, myself and the Trust volunteers cleared an area of hairy 

willowherb Epilobium hirsutum then raked it up and put it in piles along the 

boundaries, providing excellent egg laying sites for grass snake Natrix Helvetica. 

Sedges Carex riparia in compartment 2 are too tough to tackle with our machinery 

and I will use a clearsaw to cut an open area around the ponds in 2023. 

Early this year, I used a chainsaw to clear encroaching crack willow Salix fragilis in 

compartment 1 and 2.  This work had been undertaken in previous years but had 

seen significant regrowth.  There are a number of willows that need to be coppiced 

to maintain a sightline into the reserve.  I pollarded a number of willows just after 

Christmas along the brook to keep an open look to the compartment. 

Appendix 5



Myself and Trust volunteers used spades to clear the soil from along the edge of 

the central pathway and underneath the benches.  Debris was beginning to 

accumulate providing suitable germination conditions for nettles to grow. 

Planned works/projects for 2022/23 

Further work on coppicing willows in glade areas will be undertaken in the winter 

dormancy.  As mentioned earlier, there has been a regrowth of small willows in 

the glade area of compartment 2 and I plan to remove these and clear more of the 

older willows at the back of the glade. 

I will attempt to reduce the dominance of the sedges around the ponds in 

compartment 2.  By using a clearsaw to open up the water allowing more light to 

penetrate the ponds margins. 

Myself and the Trust volunteers will continue to clear and rake the vegetation in 

compartment 1 to prevent regrowth of willows and hopefully see marsh marigold 

Caltha palustris to spread further though the cut area. 

Litter picking will continue on the site as will maintenance of the central trackway. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Chris Hill 

Conservation Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pollarding willows in compartment 2 to open up vista 

 

Compartment 2 showing flooding in March 2022 

 

 

 



Removal of tall ruderal species in compartment 1 

 

Removal of debris and soil around benches to tidy up the seating areas and edges 

of footpaths 

 

 



Removal of lower part of fence along central pathway to make strimming 

overhanging vegetation easier. 

 

Quorn flood warden wanted me to clear under the bridge near to the cricket pitch. 

Took a spade and dug out a pile of soil. 

 



Opened up compartment 1 by removing overhanging willow on the right hand side 

and will continue to coppice group of willows on left hand side 

 


