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PLANTING TREES AND HEDGES 

ON THE COMMUNITY GARDEN AND FENNY COPSE 

Purpose of the Report 
To propose (in principle) an initiative put forward by the Quorn Climate Action Group 
(QCAG). 
 
Background 
Quorn Parish Council Minute 20/171 (3 Nov 2020) 

Climate Change Emergency – to recruit a community group and to appoint a Council 
representative to sit on the group. Members raised a number of queries about the 
format of the group and whether the group would be managed by the Council. It was 
clarified that the group would be facilitated by the Parish Council but that it would be 
responsible for its own governance. It was also confirmed that the Parish Council 
representative on the group would not be expected to have any more responsibility 
than other members of the team. It was pointed out that the Council’s strategic plan 
proposed that it draft a climate change policy. With those matters discussed, it was 
proposed that the Council embark on a recruitment campaign for volunteers and that 
Cllr Thornborow be the Council representative on any group that materialises. It was 
agreed to prepare a press release for the next Quorndon.  

In accordance with the above minute, Quorn Climate Action Group was set up by the 
Parish Council in 2021 as part of our response to the climate change emergency.  
The group has met monthly since August 2021.  Members have come forward with 
various initiatives, one of which is to plant trees and hedges.   
 
[Trees and hedges]  lock up carbon, reduce pollution and flooding, and support 
people, wildlife and livestock in adapting to the climate crisis. (Woodland Trust, 
website visited 28 Feb 2022) 
 
Additionally, tree planting also ties in with one of the themes of the Platinum Jubilee.   
 
It was thought that, of all the parcels of land which the Parish Council owns, the two 
that offered some scope for planting are the Community Garden (to be renamed in 
honour of the Platinum Jubilee) and Fenny Copse. It is understood that both parcels 
of land are managed as grassland with trees, there is no intention to alter this basic 
principle, simply to add more trees and hedges in appropriate locations. 
 
QCAG are aware of different sources of trees / hedges, advice and support and wish 
to establish the principle of planting with the Council before going any further. 
 
Proposal  
That the QCAG work with the councillors and staff to investigate the possibilities of 
planting trees / hedges at the Community Garden and Fenny Copse.  
 
Report Implications 
There are implications as regards use of land, staff time, volunteer time and possibly 
finances. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/how-trees-fight-climate-change/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/flooding/
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Recommendations 
That the possibilities of planting trees / hedges at the Community Garden and Fenny 
Copse be investigated. 
 
Strategic Plan 
This proposal directly ties in with the Strategic Plan which is quoted directly below: 
 
4.10  Develop a Council Environmental Policy and a Climate Change 

Strategy to conserve the quality of the built environment 
4.12 b)  Aim to protect & enhance the natural environment & biodiversity 
7.10  Create a sense of community, offering a focus for the community, 

Community Cohesion, encouraging people to serve the community 
 
Financial Implications 
There are various sources of funding available and it may be that this could be done 
with little or no financial implications for the Council.  This would need to be 
investigated in more detail. 
 
Risk Management 
To set up a group to tackle climate change and then to disregard their proposals 
would incur significant reputational damage for the Council.  
 
Implementation Timetable inc Future Decisions 
There is no set timetable but at least some planting during the Platinum Jubilee 
would be anticipated.  Further plantings could be carried out in subsequent years, 
according to a predetermined and agreed plan. 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Carolyn Thornborow 
Quorn Parish Council Rep on Quorn Climate Action Group (QCAG) 
Acting Convener of QCAG 
 


