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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Stafford Orchard – Community involvement and development    
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To assess whether council would consider the possibility of ‘developing’ the orchard area of 
Stafford Orchard to compliment the Old School yard.  
 
Background 
 
Stafford Orchard Park has been awarded the Green flag award every year possible since it 
was re-developed over a decade ago. This award is well respected globally and is still 
relatively unusual for a Parish Council owned park to achieve the award. 
 
Whilst the park achieves the award each year, there are still improvements which could be 
made, in particular with respect to the community engagement components and an up-to-
date consideration of the potential future development of the park.  
 
Feedback from green flag judges has highlighted the potential value of incorporating the Old 
School more fully into future green flag applications. The most recently submitted Green Flag 
application has references to the Old School building, but it is not included in its own right. In 
particular the community focus of the building, facilities which it provides as well as the 
history information boards in the community room would all strengthen the green flag status. 
 
In addition to the above point being included in feedback from the green flag, during 
discussions with the SOAG and the Old School working group, the suggestion to strengthen 
the link between the Old School and Stafford Orchard Park has been made.  
 
In March 2021, SOAG proposed to the G+F committee that the area could be used as an 
‘outdoor classroom’ type space. See relevant minute below 
 
21/015c) Playground Extension – to provide an outdoor classroom area Members received proposals 
to open up the old gate from the Old School playground into the Orchard area of the park. There was 
a call for evidence of demand for the outdoor classroom. It was confirmed that the Wriggly Readers 
had an interest in using such an area. Grounds and Facilities Committee 10th March 2021 Page 4 of 4 
Item Action It was agreed that it was an excellent aspiration but that funds needed to be identified. It 
was proposed that recommendations be put on hold to allow SOAG to provide evidence of need and 
firm costings. 
 
In May 2021, As requested SOAG submitted a paper outlining costing estimates and 
suggested items to be included in the development of the area. See relevant minute below 
 
21/025 iii) Outdoor Classroom - SOAG It was decided that the item should be removed with 
SOAG being an advisory group and not part of council and in this instance, SOAG had been 
asked to provide evidence of need and costings only. Members were unhappy with the 
evidence of need that was provided. It was decided to defer the agenda item for it to go to full 
council for a decision to be made as to whether an outdoor classroom was desirable. A 



  Appendix 13 
 

Page 2 
Grounds and Facilities Officer Report 

member proposed that they would write a report to council to go alongside the SOAG’s report 
for further clarification. 
 
Since May 2021, several members of SOAG have resigned and the item above has not been 
taken forward. 
 
The Parish Council are in the process of drawing up plans to develop the Old School yard, 
the development of the Orchard area could follow on from any development in the School 
yard. As well as improving the physical connection and flow between the two, this would 
enhance the usability of the two areas for the community groups and would broaden the 
scope in terms of functionality and accessibility.  
 
From a management point of view, whist they are separate in terms of land registry title, 
Quorn Parish Council own both assets. To amalgamate the operational, practical elements of 
the two seems to make sense as it is likely to bring benefits to both assets at the same time, 
from a user’s perspective and from a community engagement perspective.   
 
As previously mentioned, one of the core aspects of the green flag award is the community 
involvement of the management of the park including the contribution of volunteers to the 
management of the park. The development of the Orchard area would be an excellent 
opportunity to involve the local community in a project which would benefit the community as 
well as enhance both the Old School and Stafford Orchard simultaneously.  
 
Proposal 

That the grounds and facilities officer looks into the potential development of the Orchard 
area with a view to strengthening the green flag award, getting the most of two key assets 
and improving community engagement with the QPC. This can be done by the G+F officer 
carrying out research and submitting suggestions to the G+F committee.  

Timescale 

Any proposals for the development of the area should be taken to the Grounds and Facilities 
committee meeting in September 2022 to allow sufficient time to make appropriate budget 
considerations if necessary.  

Recommendations 

1. That the grounds and facilities committee agree in principle to the development of the 
area which currently hosts the bug hotel and the unused compost bins.  
 

2. If recommendation 1 is agreed, a small piece of research is carried out by the 
grounds and facilities officer in order to determine potential development type and 
estimated costings, as well as relevant community groups who would like contribute 
in some capacity. I.E financially, development input, user feedback etc. Then that 
report is presented at the September 2022 grounds and facilities meeting.  

Financial Implications 

No direct costs at this stage, officer time only 

Risk Assessment  

There is a risk that the community involvement element of the green flag application is 
dwindling year by year.  

Whilst Stafford Orchard park is maintained to a high standard, since the complete renovation 
in 2010/2011 aspirations of council to improve the area and engage parishioners with the 
running of the park are not obvious. Although at the moment this is not a problem, it may 
have reputational impact if the green flag award is not achieved.  


