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Report of the Parish Manager 
 

RE: Dog on Lead Policy – Stafford Orchard  
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To consider introducing a “dogs on lead” policy in Stafford Orchard Park. 
 
Background 
 
There are three main points that have led to this matter being considered. 
 

1. Our Staff 
At the appraisals of the Grounds Staff, it was highlighted how serious a problem this 
has become.   
Staff have accepted that they have to clear a flower bed of dog excrement before they 
can plant but it is also a fairly regular occurrence that dog excrement ends up on their 
clothing and while strimming or leaf blowing, they have been sprayed in it.  This has 
also been highlighted in the risk assessments as a high risk to the staff. 

 
2. Users 

Complaints are received regularly about the amount of dog excrement with one 
complainant stating that they have to clear an area themselves despite not being a 
dog owner in order to lay out a picnic blanket. 
Owners entering the park, letting their dog off the lead and then walking around the 
Breedon Gravel Pathway, not paying any attention to the dog until they are ready to 
leave can be witnessed regularly and in this time the dog could be fouling anywhere. 
Dog excrement can also be very dangerous to children and Ground Staff have 
witnessed owners letting their dogs go in the bark area under the zip wire. 
There have also been complaints of parents with babies/young children having 
picnics when loose dogs bound over to them.  This could be a frightening experience 
to a parent and child not knowing the dog. 

 
3. Green Flag 

Stafford Orchard has the Green Flag award which is a rare honour for a village park 
and the Green Flag application does ask about dog fouling preventative measures.  
Stafford Orchard is the pride and joy of the village and a small number of 
irresponsible dog owners are spoiling the area for the rest of the village. 

 
Investigations have taken place previously regarding the area becoming an ‘on-lead’ site but 
it has often been felt that it would be difficult to police.  Such schemes do often police 
themselves however as the majority of people do tend to follow rules and as more dog 
owners do, the pressure increases on those who do not. 
 
Proposal  
 
That a dog on lead scheme for Stafford Orchard Park is introduced, and a policy document to 
support this should be drafted before the scheme begins. 
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Timescale 

The scheme can be implemented at any time, but if the decision is made to go ahead with 
the dogs on lead policy, it should be implemented as soon as possible. 

Recommendation 

i) That council agree in principle to Stafford Orchard becoming an ‘on-lead’ site. 
ii) That a public consultation is run for a minimum of a month and the results brought 

back to the G&F meeting. 

Financial Implications 

The costs involved would be less than £250 which would be sufficient to purchase signs for 
the entrances to Stafford Orchard. 

Risk Assessment  

The scheme may prove unpopular for some, but Stafford Orchard is for the village and all 
villagers are entitled to a clean, hygienic area to enjoy. 

Ignoring risk assessments regarding the staff could leave the council open to criticism as well 
as health and safety issues. 

Stafford Orchard could lose its Green Flag status if the area is found to not meet the 
standards required particularly by the mystery shopper. 

 

 

 

 


