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Report of the Parish Manager 

Re: Potential Conflict of Interest - Legal 

Purpose of the Report 

To address Governance issues with respect to the situation arising regards the granite wall 
around Dower House Gardens. 

Background 

Townlands Trust is an ancient charity, going back some hundreds of years.  The Trust obtain 
their income through renting their land holdings in the centre of the Quorn.  Their 
governance documents state that a member of the Parish Council must sit on the Board of 
Trustees.  For many years, Quorn Parish Council has nominated someone to sit on the 
Board of Trustees as requested. 

The situation regards the granite wall around Dower House Gardens has been ongoing 
since the start of 2021.  It has now escalated to the point where Leicestershire County 
Council’s legal department has served papers with the intention of finding a resolution to the 
situation.  As a result, Quorn Parish Council has had to engage a solicitor, this expenditure is 
over and above what was budgeted for.  Additionally, we are very short staffed and the 
Parish Office is having to deal with an increased workload which was not anticipated. 

Proposal 

That while there continues to be a dispute around ownership and liability for the boundary 
wall of 7 Dower House Gardens, precautions are put in place to prevent any accusations of 
conflict of interest. 

Report Implications 

It is necessary for Quorn Parish Council to take decisions as to how the current situation is 
to be handled. 

Recommendation 

That the councillor who also sits as a trustee for the charity continues in the role but does not 
take part in the discussions around the wall and should remove themselves from any 
meeting at that point having declared an interest. 
 
Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications to this paper but if not handled correctly, additional legal 
fees could be incurred. 

Risk Assessment 

There is a significant risk that the Council is seen to be acting in an inappropriate manner. 
There are also significant legal risks if the matter is not handled correctly. 
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Implementation Timetable inc Future Decisions 

Any decision or recommendations are to be implemented with immediate effect. 

 


