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Quorn Parish Council 

 

My council would like to make the following comments on this application: 

 

1. A mineral extraction scheme of this scale and duration will inevitably have an impact on 
neighbouring communities and we therefore hope that should planning permission be 
granted it be a condition that a Liaison Group be established comprising of representatives 
of the operator, Quorn Parish Council and other bodies or individuals affected by the 
operations. 
 

2. A number of properties are directly adjacent to the proposed development and we would 
want to be confident that not only is the proposed scheme designed to have a minimum 
impact on the lives and well-being of these residents but that it be a condition of planning 
that regular monitoring and consultation of the affect of the work on adjacent residents be 
maintained throughout. 
 

3. We acknowledge that operations such as those described in the proposal can have a 
nuisance impact in terms of noise, dust, mess and mud on public roads, light pollution and in 
other ways.  We note the various assessments on these issues that have been presented in 
support of the application and the Environmental Health comments that have been 
submitted.  We would expect there to be careful adherence to and monitoring of the 
permitted levels of these potential nuisances by the operator and that regular reports be 
available to the proposed Liaison Group.  We are particularly concerned that permitted 
levels of nuisance are not exceeded during the temporary working that will take place to 
establish and then restore the site, and therefore request that it be a condition of 
permission that permitted standards are maintained and monitored throughout the whole 
duration of the project, not just in the stage of extraction. 
 

4. We note that the proposal includes a plan to bring and tip 60,000 cubic metres of inert 
waste to the site every year for eight years.  The site is partly on the flood plain which forms 
part of the major watercourse of the river Soar, the Soar valley and on into the river Trent. 
We consider that the application should include the provision for regular and detailed 
monitoring of anything that is brought to the site so that the community can be confident 
that only appropriate and non-toxic waste is deposited. 
 

5. We note that the Environment Agency has stated that the submitted Flood Risk Assessment 
(FRA) does not comply with the requirements for site-specific flood risk assessments.  
Modern flood mitigation measures have meant that Quorn no longer appears to be at risk of 
flooding on the scale and regularity that existed prior to the measures.  Nevertheless, within 
the last two years there have been minor floods in Quorn village centre and on Farley Way, 
which is a few hundred yards from the site of the proposed workings.  The new Miller 
Homes development will place houses even closer. We understanding that no permission 
would be granted until the Environment Agency is satisfied with the FRA. Nevertheless, we 
feel that, given that these operations will take place within a flood plain and will involve the 
management of large amounts of water and given Quorn’s proclivity to flooding of some 
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degree that it should be a condition that the impact of the operations on water levels 
throughout the parish be monitored throughout. 
 

6. The importance of settlement separation has been emphasised in various Charnwood and 
other area plans going back to 2004.  More recently, this principle was confirmed in the 
Quorn Neighbourhood Plan which was made by Charnwood BC in 2019.  The presence of 
open, unsettled land between Quorn and Loughborough is seen as being of paramount 
importance by this council.  This application, where buildings and industrial equipment 
would be present and visible, compromises this important principle and for that reason it is 
unacceptable to us.  It could provide the precedent for the development of nearby open 
land for commercial or housing development, thus threatening settlement separation even 
more. 
 

7. My council is concerned with the arrangements for restoration as described in the 
application.  Returning the site to farmland, while superficially attractive, leaves open the 
possibility of housing development after the extraction is completed and thus an enduring 
threat to settlement separation would remain. We would prefer a restoration where the site 
was used to create a wetland reserve, adding to the internationally important wetland 
environment of this part of the Soar Valley. 
 
 

8. The management of traffic to and from the site is of major concern.  We encourage LCC 
Highways to be thorough in scrutinising the proposed arrangements for access to and exit 
from the site and to be confident that any safety audit is carried out to the highest possible 
standard, and believe that the following concerns will need to be addressed: 

Accidents – There have been 12 recorded accidents at the One Ash roundabout between 
2016 and 2020. This location has, by far, the greatest number of accidents of anywhere in 
the parish. This information relates only to personal injury accidents on public roads that 
are reported to the police, and subsequently recorded. It might be assumed that the non-
recorded accident volumes would be significantly higher. 

Provision for additional, slow traffic entering the island – What provision will be installed to 
cater for the additional slow traffic, laden trucks, entering an already very busy island? 

Will all quarry traffic be restricted to specific, allowable times for entry and exit to reduce 
the potential for further traffic hold jams? This area of the road network is already 
overwhelmed at peak times and queues stretch back in all directions from the roundabout.  
This situation is likely to worsen due to the increase in house building on the south western 
edge of Loughborough leading to more schoolchildren being ferried by parents to school in 
Quorn. 

Trucks, both empty and laden, entering the roundabout – there have been many concerns 
raised by residents about the speed and behaviour of sand and gravel trucks entering the 
traffic island outside Waitrose on the edge of Mountsorrel. What mitigation measures will 
be installed to ensure that this does not occur at One Ash Island? 

Cycle Users - the entry/exit point for the quarry at the One Ash roundabout is very close to 
the end of the cycle lane from Loughborough to Quorn. What additional measure are being 
proposed to ensure the safety of cycle users at this point?  
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The exit point for the quarry near to the Bull-in-the-Hollow farm crosses the cycle lane from 
Loughborough to Quorn. What additional measure are being proposed to ensure the safety 
of cycle users at this point?  

C02 emissions - Burning a litre of diesel produces around 2.62 kg of carbon dioxide.  By the 
applicants own admission there could be 200 truck movements to and from the site every 
day. The emissions produced by the trucks servicing this site will be broadly equivalent to an 
extra 1400 cars on the roads in the parish.  Can alternative methods of transport have been 
considered?  What proposals are being made to offset the additional emissions within the 
parish? (e.g., additional tree planting, provision of cycle lanes or financial settlement to the 
parish council based on cost per kg of C02?) 

Cleaning – Experience with the Waitrose Island shows that regular cleaning of the road 
network will be required due to mud and gravel spread. This is likely to be required several 
times a day in this location due to the high traffic volumes.  

Local traffic.  Trucks entering the site will cross the farm lane that gives access to five 
properties.  We note that a plan to manage this crossing is in place which gives priority to 
the vehicles accessing or leaving the properties.  We believe it to be of great importance that 
this arrangement is enforced with the upmost rigour. 

 


