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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Old School Rear Yard development   
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To request funding for the Quorn community interest company (C.I.C) to allow initial designs 
to be drawn up to develop the playground.  
 
Background 
 
The director of C.I.C has attended the last two Old School working group meetings and has 
liaised with the grounds and facilities officer to produce the current report for consideration of 
the grounds and facilities committee.  
 
Proposal  

To develop the Old School rear yard, into an educational activity area 

Rationale 

The enclosed playground area behind the Old School Hall is adjacent to the Old School Café 
where there is outdoor seating. It is next to the Orchard area of Stafford Orchard Park in 
which there is compost storage and a ‘bug hotel’ to encourage insect life. 

This area is currently under-used and with some investment could be developed into a more 
functional community space.  

• The yard surface needs repair and a fresh multipurpose surface.  

• The small store-room could be extended to accommodate tools and tentage. 

Some additional facilities would benefit community users. These include: 

• Raised vegetable beds; 

• An outdoor kitchen; 

• An outdoor tap and hose; 

• A retractable awning attached to a pergola to provide shade for meetings; 

Existing picnic tables will be retained with permission from the Café tenant. 

Target Users 

• All ages holding table games style meetings 

• Young people and families  

• Community events 
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• Vulnerable groups in the community, for example the Safe, Well and Happy Group of 
adults with learning difficulties would like to develop a community vegetable garden. 
The area will be accessible to people in wheelchairs or with mobility needs. 

Design suggestions 

A starting point will be to obtain professional advice to develop a design for consultation and 
to aid fund raising. 

Timescale 

 
If the current paper is accepted, work could begin over the next few weeks. The aim will be to 
complete before the Jubilee celebrations in June 2022. 

Recommendations 

1. That the grounds and facilities committee agree in principle to the suggested use of 
the school yard at the rear of the Old School as per the above proposal 

2. That up to £2500 be made available to cover initial consultancy and design costs for 
the development of the rear playground into an educational activity area 

3. That the grounds and facilities officer work with C.I.C and the Old School working 
group to develop the rear playground at the old school in accordance with the above 
proposal  

Financial Implications 
 

Proposed Funding Sources: The organisers will apply for locally available grants. Funding 
will be managed by the Quorn Village Community Interest Company.  

As above, the cost to QPC would be up to £2500. This amount could be covered by the old 
school development budget for 2021/22. The cost of the overall project is likely to be in the 
region of £15-20K which would be covered by funds raised by C.I.C. 

Risk Assessment  

It is possible that the suggested work may result in failed funding applications which would 
then delay or stop the project, therefore any monies invested could be lost with no gain. It is 
difficult to assess the likelihood of funding applications being successful. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


