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PARISH COUCIL MEETING 17th November 
 

Report of Cllr Don Davey 
  
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To raise the issue of a lack of lighting at the Airman’s Gate entrance into Stafford Orchard. 
 
Background 
 
The wall at the Station Road entrance to Stafford Orchard has been deemed dangerous and 
has forced the closure of this entrance. Due to ownership and liability concerns rectification 
appears unlikely in the immediate or short term. As a result, access to the park has been 
diverted to the “Airman’s Gate” entrance further along Station Road. 
 

 
 
 
Whilst the main pathway and access from Station Road is illuminated at dusk and at night the 
Airman’s gate entrance / exit and the adjoining path through the park have no lighting. 
 
As the days get shorter and until the collapsing wall is addressed anyone wanting to enter or 
exit to cross the park will forced to walk through this area, in dusk or darkness, and along the 
unlit path at least to the point beyond the small children’s play area. 
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People entering from School Lane can take the illuminated path but will be forced to exit 
through the unlit section at the Airman’s Gate. 
 
Proposal 
The proposal is that lighting is provided at the Airman’s Gate entrance and adjoining path 
and that they remain in place until the collapsing wall issue is resolved and access 
reinstated. 
 
Timescale 
The suggestion is that this be addressed at the earliest opportunity, as daylight saving time 
ends on Sunday 31st October, this might lend urgency to this proposal 
 
Recommendations. 
 
The recommendation is that the QPC give consideration to the provision of lighting at 
the Airman’s Gate entrance and adjoining path, and that lighting remains in place until 
the collapsing wall issue is resolved and access reinstated at the main entrance to 
Stafford Orchard. 
 
Financial Implications 
Unknown, quotes to be sought, although a string of lights has been used along this path 
previously, the suppliers of the village Christmas lighting may be able to advise? 
 
Risk Assessment 
The risk is that without adequate lighting people will not feel safe or confident to be able to 
walk through the park or to walk their dogs and enter and leave through the Airman’s Gate in 
the darker autumn and winter evenings. 
 
Environmental Impact 
This suggestion should enhance the Airman’s Gate entrance and provide a safe environment 
for all users of this facility, until the main access point is reopened. 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Don Davey 
28th September 2021 


