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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Community Garden   
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To suggest potential development for the Community Garden area alongside Tom Longs 
Meadow.  
 
Background 
 
The community garden land was purchased by the parish council with a view to converting it 
to be used as allotments. This was not a popular option with residents and did not go ahead. 
Subsequently, the land is largely untended apart from being flail mown twice per year.  
 
Proposal  

That the community garden land is re-named the “Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Garden” 

and that the area is developed into more of a natural but cared for environment.  

Some suggestions of how to develop the area in a manageable way include the following: 

• Plant a native tree or multiple trees with a plaque in honour of the jubilee. This would 

be in line with the Woodland Trust ‘The Queens Green Canopy:Plant a tree for the 

Jubilee initiative’. For more details see https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-

trees/schools-and-communities/queens-green-canopy/ 

• Planting of a hedge if appropriate 

• The grass could be mown more regularly and could include mown pathways similar to 

Fenny Copse.  

• Benches could be added with memorial plaques in line with the benches policy 

• A renaming ceremony could take place in line with the platinum jubilee in 2022.   

Timescale 

Development could start in time for the Platinum Jubilee, in particular the planting of a native 
tree which could be done around October/November 2021. 

Recommendations 

1. That the principle of developing the community garden and renaming the area as 
suggested above is agreed to.  

2. If recommendation 1 is agreed, that staff seek advice and costs for the suggested 
work above and put forward more formal, more detailed proposals to the next 
grounds and facilities meeting.   

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/queens-green-canopy/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/queens-green-canopy/
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Financial Implications 

Any costs will be presented at the November 2021 Grounds and Facilities Committee 
meeting.  

Risk Assessment  

Whilst the above is a suggestion to carry out a relatively modest development, if accepted, it 
is likely to result in grounds staff time being required. It would be difficult to add more to the 
ground staff schedule without compromising time spent on other areas of the village.  


