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21 August 2021 

 
 
Dear Armed Forces Champions, 

 

I am sure you will be as concerned as I am about the situation unfolding in Afghanistan 
and many of you will be watching the scenes there with distress and perhaps some 
sense of frustration and helplessness. I also know that many of you will have served, or 
worked closely with those who have served, in Afghanistan and care deeply about that 
country and its people. I am writing to say that while it is tragic you need not feel helpless 
and, as an Armed Forces Champion, you can directly help these people in their hour of 
need. 

 
At present, the UK and allied governments are doing everything possible to evacuate not 
just our own citizens, but Afghans who have assisted our forces and those at greatest 
risk of persecution by the Taliban. However, this is not just a challenge for central 
government, or even just government, and I am writing to ask you to do everything you 
can to support our efforts to provide accommodation and wider resettlement services to 
Afghans arriving in the coming days and weeks. 

 
I do not underestimate the challenges already faced by your Local Authorities and 
communities accommodating vulnerable groups, but I must stress that we are facing a 
significant challenge, in both scale and pace, to find accommodation for relocated 
Afghans. Central government is providing the funding, but it cannot provide the homes. 

 
So far Local Authorities have provided 319 properties, each one helping another grateful 
Afghan family, but we expect to need at least a further 700 if we are to accommodate 
them all. Furthermore, there are significant differences between the number of homes 
that Local Authorities are offering to provide, and we must do more to encourage those 
where there is more that may be available with greater awareness of the demand. The 
MOD is using Service Family Accommodation to help share the burden but cannot 
provide them all and so we are asking you to help us encourage your Local Authorities 
and your communities to do everything they can to find more accommodation. 

 
There will, of course be wider support required for all the associated challenges resettling 
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families in a new country, which also requires local contributions. However, right now our 
urgent priority is finding accommodation and you can help. I have no doubt that you can 
help demonstrate that the Armed Forces community never leaves anyone behind and 
always go that extra mile to help those who have helped us at such great risk to 
themselves. 

 
I therefore ask, on behalf of men and women who risked their lives to keep our Armed 
Forces safe, to urge your authority to come forward with offers of places to house these 
evacuated families. We owe it to our veterans and these people. 

 
Thank you for all your efforts supporting our Armed Forces Community, but please do 
join us in this most important mission to welcome and rehome our brave Afghan 
colleagues who were indispensable to the UK’s operations in Afghanistan over the past 
twenty years. We owe it to them. We must not let them down. What can you do to help? 

 
Any queries should be direct to UKStratCom-PJHQ-J9-Sec-Mbx@mod.gov.uk, with the 
reference ‘ARAP Resettlement’. 

 
Thank you. 

 

THE RT HON BEN WALLACE MP 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE 

 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
 

Charnwood will be taking refugees from Afghanistan; people can sign up to offer 
help at the link below. 
 
https://www.help-refugees-uk.service.gov.uk/next 
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