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Council 6th July 2021 
 

Report of Cllr Parr 
 
RE: A safe, traffic free route from Quorn to Woodhouse. 
 
Purpose of the report 
To highlight the need for an alternative route for walkers and cyclists from Quorn to 
Woodhouse.  
 
Background 
Walking or cycling along the busy B591 Woodhouse road from the Manor House 
Pub to Woodhouse is very popular however, it can be an unpleasant experience due 
to the speed and volume of traffic and the width of the pavement. It is particularly 
unsuitable for families with younger children, schoolchildren and people with reduced 
mobility.  
 
For walkers - in parts, the pavement at the side of the road is not very wide and 
walking 2 abreast is not possible or advisable. For most of the route cars, travelling 
up to 60 mph, appear to pass in close proximity. The journey can be uncomfortable 
and unnerving. 
 
For cyclists – the on road route can be very stressful and it does not really support 
use by less proficient or inexperienced riders. To avoid the traffic many cyclists ride 
along the narrow pavement.  
 
The main concerns for cyclists are: 

• There are no provisions for bicycles. No cycle lane and no reduced speed 
limits. 

• The GCR Bridge outside the Manor House Pub where, on leaving Quorn, 
cyclists will slow down due to the incline of the bridge. At this point cars will 
often try to overtake despite being unable to see over the blind summit of the 
bridge. 

• The volume of traffic - at the busier times vehicles will tend to stack up behind 
cyclists causing frustration and stress for both parties. This is particularly 
noticeable on the incline into Woodhouse. 

 
Proposal 
To establish a team of parish councillors to liaise with Woodhouse Eaves Parish 
Council to investigate and report on whether the Buddon Lane Bridleway could be 
refurbished to serve as an alternative and traffic free route from Quorn to 
Woodhouse. 

Timescale 
The team will need to liaise with landowners, assess potential local business 
support, research funding routes, open discussion with the borough council and 
prepare a report to both parish councils. A timescale of 3 months would potentially 
suffice.  
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Recommendations 
To support the proposal that a team of parish councillors should liaise with 
Woodhouse Eaves Parish Council to investigate and report on whether the Buddon 
Lane Bridleway could be refurbished to serve as a traffic free route from Quorn to 
Woodhouse. 
 
(For information, the Woodhouse Eaves Neighbourhood plan (section 182) also 
mentions this path, its condition and the need for an alternative off road route 
between Woodhouse and Quorn. It would be reasonable to assume from this that 
the Woodhouse Eaves Parish Council would be in favour of this proposal.) 
 
Financial Implications 
At this time there is no requirement for funding to support the investigation. 
 
One of the objectives of the investigation will be to create an outline budget for the 
refurbishment work and research both public and private potential funding routes.  

This would make a good community project and there is an opportunity to consider if 
a voluntary action group could be set up to carry out some of the refurbishment work. 

Risk Assessment 
There are no foreseeable risks to carrying out the proposal as this is a study 
exercise. 

Environmental Impact 
The proposal to carry out the investigation has no environmental impact. It is a study 
exercise.  

The subject of the investigation, bridle path refurbishment, would have a very 
positive impact on the environment if it were to be found feasible. 

Additional Information 

Description of the Buddon Lane Bridleway 

The bridleway runs west from the end of the tarmacked section of Buddon lane, 
Quorn. After 200 metres it passes under a GCR bridge and continues for a further 
300 metres along the field margin to a T junction with another bridleway. At this point 
the path turns left. After a further 100 metres the surface is tarmacked again from the 
Well House until it reaches Woodhouse as Vicary lane and the junction with B591.  

It is likely that before the railway was built this would have been an important route 
from Quorn to Woodhouse. 

Technical Issues 

The bridleway is 2 km long of which 1.4 km is tarmacked to a good quality. The 
remaining 600 metres is unsurfaced or the original surface has deteriorated. As a 
result this section of the path easily becomes waterlogged and potholed. It is difficult 
to traverse even in the drier months of the year.  
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The main issues are: 

• From Quorn there is a 100 metre, waterlogged section up to and underneath 
the GCR Bridge. This section also suffers from overgrown vegetation.  

• Another 100 metre, waterlogged section is found along the field margin where 
the bridleway can expand to up 10 metres wide as people try to skirt around 
the boggy ground in wetter weather. 

• The 100 metre section just before the Well House is badly potholed. 

Resurfacing or surfacing, improved drainage and vegetation management is required 
for all of the “missing” 600 metre section of the route.  

Of this 600 metres the first 200 metres, up to the GCR bridge, are in Quorn Parish 
and the remaining 400 metres to the Well House are in Woodhouse Eaves Parish. 

Benefits of an off road route between Quorn and Woodhouse 

• Families, school children, less confident cyclists and those with reduced 
mobility will be able to avoid the most difficult section of the B591 to access 
the quieter roads, footpaths and attractions to the west of Quorn, without the 
requirement to use a car.  

• With an appropriate surface and drainage the route will become usable all 
year round for walkers, cyclists, mobility scooters, pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. 

• The landowner will have a defined field margin with reduced loss or damage 
to crops. 

• The path will enable bicycle commuting between Quorn and Woodhouse 
Eaves and may help to reduce motor vehicle usage.  

• The proposal supports the Parish Council Strategic Plan to focus on outdoor 
activities. 

• The proposal supports the walking and cycling issues highlighted in both the 
Quorn Neighbourhood plan and the Woodhouse Eaves Neighbourhood plan. 

• Motorists will benefit as there will be fewer, slower cyclists on the B591. 

 

Cllr. Neil Parr. 

10 June 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 


