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Charnwood Local Plan 2021-2037 

 

The Charnwood Local Plan 2021-2037 sets out the vision and objectives for Charnwood in the period 
up to 2037.  It contains a development strategy which includes allocations of land and resources.  The 
policies are both place-based and topic based. It has now reached the stage of a six-week statutory 
consultation for residents, businesses, community groups and other stakeholders.   

This consultation ends on the 23rd August. 

The Plan in Outline 

Details of the plan can be found here on the Charnwood BC website.  Below is an outline of the main 
areas. 

Local Housing Need for the whole of Charnwood is identified as 17,776 homes by 2037 or 1,111 per 
year with a +10% flexibility and is distributed as follows: 

Leicester Urban Area – 7,358 =38% 

Loughborough – 6,073 =31% 

Shepshed - 2,331 =12% 

Service Centres – 2,747 =14% 

Other Settlements – 934 = 5% 

Small hamlets – 118 less than 1% 

Quorn is designated as a service centre. 

 

The new plan is quite different from the Draft Local Plan: 

• Housing number increased 

• 17 sites removed (new evidence, no permission, no willing landowner) 

• 18 new sites (new evidence, newly promoted) 

• 5 new schools: Loughborough, Shepshed, Syston, Anstey, Barrow 

• Cossington School extension 

•  

Topic based plans: 

o Housing 

o Employment 

o Town Centres 

o Climate Change 

o Environment 

o Infrastructure & Delivery 
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Housing and Employment Allocations: 

• Leicester Urban Area: Syston focus with new school 

• Loughborough: Intensification / South & SW extensions + school 

• Shepshed: Focused West + 5 ha employment 

• Service Centres: Anstey & Barrow with new schools + Sileby 

• Other Settlements: 

• East Goscote, Queniborough, Cossington (School Extension), Thrussington, Hathern, 
Rearsby, Thurcaston & Wymeswold 

Quorn has no extension planned beyond that currently in the QNP 

 

Housing, Employment and Town Centres: 

• Housing Mix: 

• 30% affordable housing (10% brownfield) 

• At least 10% of market homes accessible and adaptable 

• At least 5 plots for self-build on large sites (250+) 

• 10% HMO threshold and no sandwiching 

• Employment: 

• Support a range of employment 

• Protect good quality sites 

• Town Centres and Community Facilities: 

• Direct town centre uses to our centres 

• Protect community facilities 

Climate Change: 

• Supporting renewable/low carbon energy - opportunity areas 

• Sustainable construction: 

• Supporting energy efficiency and use of renewable/low carbon energy 

• Sustainable water and waste management  

• Water, heating, cooling and lighting efficiency through layout, orientation & design  

• Managing flood risk and provision of Sustainable Drainage Systems 

• Excellent sustainable transport accessibility  

• Electric charge points or cabling: 
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• for all new homes with parking 

Environment: 

• Protect landscape and settlement separation 
 

• 3 Green wedges and 16 Areas of Local Separation 
 
 

• Protect and enhance: 
o Charnwood Forest and National Forest 
o River Soar and Grand Union Corridor 
o Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
o Historic environment and assets 
o Air Quality 

 

• Tree planting 
 

Infrastructure Delivery: 

• Local & Strategic Road Network:  

• Prioritise sustainable modes of transport 

• Mitigate impacts and contribute to cumulative impacts  

• Primary Education: 5 new schools and one extension 

• Open Space, Sport & Recreation Standards 

• Indoor Sport contributions from major developments 

• Burial Space allocated at Nanpantan  

What is the purpose of the consultation? 

The purpose is to collect representations from interested parties and submit them to the government 
alongside the Local Plan Document.  The government will then appoint an inspector to consider the 
documents and representations through a public examination.  Upon conclusion of this process the 
inspector will declare via a report whether the local plan is “sound” 

Local Plans are ‘sound’ if they are: 
• Positively prepared. The Local Plan must meet the borough’s housing and employment requirements. 

In addition, it should be informed by agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from 
neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do so and is consistent with achieving 
sustainable development. 

• Justified. The Local Plan strategy must be appropriate and based on evidence. Reasonable alternative 
strategies should have been taken into account. 

• Effective. The Local Plan should be deliverable. Joint working on cross-boundary matters with 
neighbouring authorities should be evident.  

• Consistent with national policy. The Local Plan should be in accordance with the policies in the 
National Planning Policy Framework 

I think we need to do two things with this: 
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1.  QPC should make some comments during the consultation period. It is important to say 
something because if we contribute at this stage, we are able to be involved in any discussions 
the inspector holds. If we ‘welcome’ the plan and identify areas with which are particularly in 
agreement we gain the right to defend our position at the inquiry. 
I do not think we need prepare a detailed response to the plan but just identify aspects we agree 
with (for example settlement separation) or have reservations about.  We might also want to 
state, for example, how we think QNP should relate to the Charnwood Plan.  We need a ‘lite’ 
response that takes account of the interests of our community. 
 

2.  Publicise the consultation process among our community so that individuals or groups can 
comment directly and themselves become part of the inquiry should they so wish. 

 

 

Proposal 

1. That the Planning Committee formulates and submits a response to the Charnwood Local Plan 
consultation which broadly welcomes the plan, supports aspects of it which benefit and protect 
the village and challenges any that may be to the detriment to it. 

 

2. That QPC publicise the consultation process among our community so that individuals 
or groups can comment directly and themselves become part of the inquiry should they 
so wish. 

 

R.Parks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


