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Quorn Community Library and Cultural Communities Network (CCN) at LCC 

Introduction to Grounds & Facilities Committee 21 July 2021 by Cllr Olwen Jones 
 
Purpose 

To introduce the opportunity for QPC’s community library to benefit from a grant to engage the public in 
determining how best to address and deliver identified needs in the community to promote health and 
wellbeing through cultural activity. 

Background 

The LCC Cultural Communities Network launched in 2020 to support community projects with grants of up 
to £5000 to address local needs through cultural activities in the broadest sense. Examples are here: 
https://www.cultureleicestershire.co.uk/cultural-communities-network/ 

Community libraries are ideally placed to promote delivery of such projects as they have developed into 
community hubs offering “more than just books”. 

In Quorn the volunteers have always had a programme of events aimed at different groups in the 
community, facilitated by the ideal space and location of the library. Examples include: under 5s Wriggly 
Readers weekly; Duke of Edinburgh student volunteers; Wellbeing talks; children’s book club; Knit & 
Natter; silver surfer help desk; genealogy advice; Police Beat Surgeries; Memory Boxes. 

The pandemic put paid to all such activities. As the recovery continues it seems a poignant time to plan 
ahead to engage with the public to understand how best Quorn library might address identified needs in 
the community. Such an initiative would go some way to pursuing the health and wellbeing aspirations of 
the Council’s yet to be adopted strategic plan.  

Proposal 

The library volunteer team will prepare a grant application to CCN to commission a public engagement 
event to identify a community need post pandemic and deliver a cultural solution to address it. 

Timescale 

A first draft application is required mid-August, which if successful would require delivery by 31 March 
2022. 

Recommendation 

That QPC support the library volunteers in applying for a CCN grant of up to £5000 to answer an identified 
community need with a commissioned cultural project.  

Financial implications 

None. A successful grant application would fund the project, and there would be an additional contribution 
of volunteer time. 

Risk Assessment 

https://www.cultureleicestershire.co.uk/cultural-communities-network/
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The Council must be seen to engage with the public and pursue its stated ambitions for community health 
and wellbeing, whilst furthering the development of the community library as a cultural hub. 


