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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Old Oak Tree Preservation – The Old School 
 
Purpose of the report 

To recommend preventative works to be carried out in order to preserve the life of the Old 

Oak tree at the Old School. 

Background 
 
The Old Oak tree in the Old School rear playground is suspected to be at least 100 years 
old. The tree has recently been inspected and had some scheduled pruning works carried 
out. It is the shared view of the grounds staff, the independent consultant and the tree 
surgeons who carried out the works, that the tarmac which has been laid around the base of 
the tree should be removed at least up to the drip line of the tree (The radius where the 
branches reach out to, around the tree). Whilst approximately a 1-meter radius of tarmac was 
removed to allow a thorough inspection of the tree, further removal is required to give the 
tree the best chance of survival. Simply put, whilst the tarmac is still in place, the tree is 
essentially unable to drink enough water as the roots span far beyond the visible part of the 
tree underneath the tarmac.  
 
Proposal  

That as much tarmac as possible is removed from within the drip line of the old oak tree and 

replaced with bark.  

Timescale 

As soon as practicably possible 

Recommendations 

1. To remove the tarmac which surrounds the base of the Old Oak tree to the drip line 
(Or as close as practicably possible) and replace with bark.  

Financial Implications 

This work is likely to cost around £900 to carry out in total. To include: skip hire, the help of 
an additional labourer who has specialist tools and enough bark to replace the tarmac. As it 
stands, there is enough in the Stafford Orchard repairs and maintenance budget to cover this 
work, although this cost would use a large percentage of the funds available for repairs and 
maintenance, which might make any further unforeseen repairs and maintenance 
problematic financially.  

Risk Assessment  

If this work is not carried out, there is a strong chance that the tree will die much earlier than 
it would naturally.  

Environmental Impact 
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The preservation of trees such as this one is highly important in a time where there are few 
trees of this age in existence, especially in the local area.  


