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Report to Quorn Parish Council  

 
Purpose of Report 

Council should keep a record of voting outcomes in meetings to encourage full engagement 
of members 

 

Background 

The minutes of meetings rarely specify the detail of any voting by members and this may 
give a casual reader a false impression of the wishes of Council and the strength of feeling 
with decisions taken. (Council must always adopt a corporate responsibility once a decision 
has been taken) 

There have been times when a contentious matter has led to a named vote, but it is unclear 
for what purpose that has been done. Our Standing orders allow for this but do not explain a 
context or purpose.  

The “Good Councillor’s Guide” gives guidance for (new) Councillors and specifically 
describes the purpose of meetings and the responsibility of members for making decisions. 
Abstention in a vote is mentioned and the advice is : “……you shouldn’t do this too 
frequently.” It should be reserved for situations when a member has no view or cannot 
decide. 

At the Annual Council meeting on 4th May 2021, one vote took place with at least 2 members 
not registering a vote for or against, nor did they indicate that they were abstaining. This was 
for a single candidate for Chair of Council, well supported by the rest of Council.  

The minutes will not record that 20% of members did not register any view in who was 
elected as Chair.  

To not take part in a vote at all may be interpreted as a lack of interest in the proper 
business of Council. 

 

Proposal 

It is proposed that all attending members should register a vote when asked to do so unless 
they wish to record an abstention.  

The vote should always be recorded numerically.  

For example, “8 members in favour, 3 against, 1 abstention. Proposal/Recommendation was 
carried.” 

 

Timescale 

This should be introduced forthwith. 

 

Recommendation 
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Council adopts a policy of ensuring the voting intention of all attending members when 
required, with a numerical record of the vote. 

Implications for Council 

There is little implication for Council beyond a little extra record keeping and a willingness to 
engage in a transparent process. 

 

Financial Implications 

None 

 

Risk Assessment 

Council should seek to demonstrate robust performance with its duty to take responsibility 
for decision making on behalf of the local community. To be unclear in this duty carries some 
reputational risk. 

 

Roger Price 24.05.2021 

 

 


