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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Storage Container  
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To suggest a possible storage solution 
 
Background 
 
The grounds staff currently use the park services building as a workshop. The Park services 
building functions well as a workshop and has been gradually developed since it was built 
and is fit for purpose as it safely houses the smaller tools and equipment used by the 
grounds team and has a good electricity supply and running water. However, due to the size 
of the building it does not lend itself to storing larger items such as benches, fencing or 
equipment which may be in the process of being prepared to be installed, repaired or just 
need to be stored securely. This has resulted in some larger equipment being stored in the 
park services building causing it to be overly full. Furthermore, any items which won’t fit in the 
park services building are currently being stored in the rear playground at the Old School as 
it is gated, secure and there is a lack of other options.  
 
Proposal 

That a 20ft storage container is purchased and placed in the car park of the village hall, 

adjacent to the existing storage container which is used by the drama groups. Not only would 

this free up some of the workshop space in the Park Services building but it would also allow 

the rear playground to be fully cleared and used as council see fit. 

20ft Shipping container prices – Delivered. Prices are subject to VAT 

 Used New (One trip) 

Quote 1 £2645.00 £3445.00 

Quote 2 £2530.00 £3630.00 

Quote 3 £2646.88 £3895.42 

 

Note: A used container would be wind and water tight, lockable, but aesthetically somewhat 

scruffy. It would be around 10-15 years old having been used for international shipping. A 

new container would have been filled once and shipped to the UK then emptied, so would 

look and be nearly new.  

Timescale 

If authorised, an order could be placed immediately and delivery could be taken within the 



  Appendix 11 
 

Page 2 
Grounds and Facilities Officer Report 

next couple of months depending on lead times of the supplier. 

Recommendations 

1. That Council purchase a 20ft shipping container either used or new as they see fit 
2. That if a 20ft shipping container is purchased, it is sited in the village hall car park 

next to the existing container. 
3. If the above is not authorised, alternative solutions are to be suggested by G+F 

committee. 

Financial Implications 

The costs of a delivered 20ft shipping container can be seen in the table above. As this is 
something which has not been budgeted for, it would need to be paid for out of capital 
reserves, of which there are enough to cover this purchase.  

Risk Assessment 

Currently, the grounds team are desperate for a secure space to keep larger equipment and 
items. If a solution is not found, it will remain difficult to safely store these items and slow 
down some day-to-day tasks.  

If for some unforeseen reason, problems develop or the shipping container is no longer 
required it would be possible to re-sell the container and get some of the money back. The 
company who provided quote number 3 run a guaranteed buy back scheme, where they 
agree to buy back the same unit within 5 years, although they only offer around half of the 
original purchase price. 

A further car parking space would be unusable if a container were to be sited in the spot next 
to the existing container, and it is worth bearing in mind that when the offices above the 
village hall are rented out then two further spots will be reserved for the tenants.  

The recommendation to use a space in the village hall car park might clash with the broader 
work which has been done around parking in Quorn in general, as suggestions have been 
made which involve the village hall car park being used to ease the limited parking situation 
in the village.   


