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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE:  
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To bring before council a policy which formalises the way in which Quorn Parish Council 

processes requests for donated benches. 

 
Background 
 
On 2nd March 2021 at the meeting of Quorn Parish Council, it was resolved that, if necessary, 
up to £10,000 should be made available to enable purchase orders to be placed for tables, 
benches, bases and fixings, (See Minute 21/044b). This was with a view to helping people 
enjoy outdoor space during the pandemic. Subsequently, a small working group began to 
consider where it might be suitable to locate new picnic tables and benches. This process was 
relatively unsuccessful and one member of the working group has since left council, leaving 
the work incomplete. After a short intermission where no progress was made, a new working 
group began to look at how to take the benches work forward.  
  
It is important to note that even pre-pandemic, the office receives informal requests to install 
memorial benches both on Parish Council Owned land as well as various other locations 
around the village, some of which are on highways land as well as on land owned by 
Charnwood Borough Council. Also, there have been offers from local residents to pay for 
replacement benches which have been damaged by vandals and removed. There is currently 
no mechanism for processing these requests formally, which results in none of the requests 
being processed. The current benches working group has developed and drafted a ‘Benches 
Policy’ which, if adopted, will formalise the way in which benches and picnic tables are applied 
for by residents and enable some new furniture to be installed. Additionally, suggested 
locations of new benches have been mapped out which can be used during public consultation 
if necessary.  
 
Proposal 

That the grounds and facilities committee approve the attached ‘Benches Policy’ which sets 

out the framework for how benches are applied for, funded, maintained and replaced.  

Timescale 

The policy should be adopted as soon as possible.  

Recommendations 

1. To approve the attached Benches Policy (See Appendix 1) and it is taken for adoption 
to the next meeting of Council. 
 

2. To approve the suggested new bench locations on QPC owned land (See Appendix 
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2) so they can go out for public consultation. 
 

3. To approve the suggested new bench locations on land not owned by QPC (See 
Appendix 3) so they can go out for public consultation and applications to Charnwood 
Borough Council can be made when requests are made. 
 
 

4. QPC Staff prepare relevant background work. Including: engaging in appropriate 
public consultation for each potential new bench location, obtaining quotes for any 
works as necessary, and to submit application forms to CBC for benches to be 
installed in 6 new locations on non-QPC owned land.  

Financial Implications 

New/replacement benches are to be paid for by donations from individuals or organisations. 
Where new benches require new hard standing and/or custom-made bracketry, the Parish 
Council covers these costs for each new or replacement bench to the limit of the £10,000.  

Risk Assessment 

The requests for memorial benches to be installed in the village are an indicator of a 
perceived shortfall of facilities in the village from local residents. If no benches policy is 
adopted, it will further delay the office’s ability to process applications for new benches 
around the village.   


