
 

Page 1 of 6 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on  
Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7pm 

Quorn Village Hall 
 
 

 3 Parishioners in attendance. 
 The Chair welcomed both members of the public and fellow Councillors to the meeting and 

thanked them for their attendance. 
1. Apologies 

 All members of Council were present with the exception of Cllr McWilliam who had sent his 
apologies and Cllr Burgess.  Apologies were also received from Borough Councillor Jane 
Hunt. 

 
 

2. 
 

Also, in attendance was Borough Councillor Richard Shepherd and County Councillor 
Hilary Fryer. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting – 28th May 2019 - to receive for approval. 
Resolved: That the motion be carried. 

3. Report from the Chair 
 Carolyn Thornborow, Chair of Council, began by introducing the new Councillors who have 

joined Council since the elections in 2019. 
 
The Chair went on to thank all councillors for everything they do and highlighted that the 
role of Parish Councillor involves many hours and a large amount of hard work. 
 
Cllr Thornborow discussed staffing changes including the recent retirement of the Clerk, 
Christina Gibbs who retired after more than 10 years service. 
 
She highlighted the rebadging of the Parish Clerk role to Parish Manager and announced 
that Eliza Hill, who was Deputy Clerk has now been appointed to Parish Manager after 
applying for the advertised position.  
 
Cllr Thornborow continued that there is still Sharon Scott in the office, David Longford as 
Grounds and Facilities Manager, Danny Stevens and Helena Hornidge, Grounds Staff and 
2 Cleaners. 
 
She also emphasised that since the last Parish Meeting, the Parish Office has moved down 
from the attic in the Village Hall to the Old School which is more accessible and the office is 
open Monday to Friday from 10 - 12 noon. 
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 The Chair then referred to the Neighbourhood Plan that was approved at referendum 2 
years ago.  The Parish Council Planning Committee reviews all planning applications and 
send their comments in to the Charnwood Borough Council (CBC) who are the main 
planning authority.  The Neighbourhood Plan is referenced and forms a part of these 
discussions so it was worth doing and is well used as a source. 
 
Moving forward, Cllr Thornborow stated that the Parish Council has worked with the 
Borough and County Councillors on a number of topics, especially planning and also the 
car parking situation.  She reported that there is a plan regarding the car parking but it is 
currently on hold due to lack of finances and staff and it is hoped that it will get picked up 
again in due course. 
 
The Chair thank to Pat Green was thanked for all her work on the Community Speed Watch 
initiative in 2019, discussed the Climate Change Emergency Group in the village that will be 
commencing shortly and spoke about grants including the grant that has recently been 
given to Quorn Evening WI to enable them to replant the Princess Diana flower bed – they 
were thanked for their hard work. 
 
Lastly, she stated that it is still the intention of Council to go for the Local Council Award 
Scheme and that we are not far away from being able to apply for the foundation level. 
 
Cllr Thornborow handed over to Cllr Jones to report on the library. 
 

 Cllr Jones stated that the report was taken from the annual review reports with 
Leicestershire County Council for the two years ending 31 March 2020 and 31 March 
2021.The period covers Quorn Community Library’s best year and most challenging year 
as a result of the Covid pandemic.  
 
During 2019 to 2020 over 11,000 visits were made to the library during the twenty hours a 
week that it was staffed by over 40 volunteers. Over 15,000 books were issued to 833 
active borrowers, of which 247 had joined the library during the year.  
 
Community events were offered for all ages: weekly Wriggly Readers for the under 5s, 
Year7 book club; Duke of Edinburgh student volunteers; author talk; genealogy clinic; silver 
surfer support. 
 
The year to April 2021 began with the first pandemic lockdown throughout the first quarter. 
At every opportunity thereafter the library reopened at least twice a week for a limited book 
exchange in a Covid secure way with the dozen volunteers comfortable working. Over just 
13 weeks it loaned nearly 4000 books to 239 active borrowers, and had just 800 visits.  
 
During the last quarter a Click & Collect service was offered and a Home Delivery Service 
for the housebound.  
 
The coming year sees plans to restore the library’s activity and offering to pre-Covid levels, 
with the aim of building further on the previous success and retaining its position as one of 
Leicestershire’s top performing Community Libraries. 
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4. Police Report 
The Police were unable to attend at this time. 

5. Financial Report 
The Chair had provided the year-end balance sheet for review.  There were no comments 
at this point. 
The Chair invited County Councillor Hilary Fryer to give her report. 

6. County Council Report 
Firstly, County Councillor Hilary Fryer wanted to thank the residents of Quorn for electing 
her as their County Councillor for a further 4 years.   She stated she was honoured and 
delighted and also very pleased to see everyone in person as it was only the third in person 
meeting she had attended since last March. 
 
CCllr Fryer continued that the past 14 plus months have been probably the most 
challenging and life changing for everyone since the second world war and that it has been 
extremely difficult to adjust to a completely different way of life in such a short time - new 
ways of working, keeping in touch with family and friends, learning the intricacies and 
foibles of coping with Zoom and Teams.  
 
CCllr Fyer said she believes wholeheartedly that everyone has adapted amazingly quickly 
and well.   Communities have risen to the challenge in quite spectacular ways – really quite 
innovative at times. 
 
Just like any other council the County had to move very quickly to ensure that services 
continued and meetings were held as efficiently and safely as possible. 
A huge challenge and very costly although funding has been granted by the Government 
which was distributed as quickly as possible there was still monies that needed to be found. 
 
During the whole time there were weekly briefings by the Director of Health and the Cabinet 
to keep all informed.   Now they are held fortnightly.   Cllr Fryer stated that the effect of the 
vaccination programme has been amazing.   There are plenty of facts and figures on the 
County Council web site regarding Covid19 but she wished to highlight a few: 
• up to 2nd May 75,187 vaccinations in Charnwood 
• up to 30th April 370 deaths in County where Covid listed 
• up to 30th April 182643 cases in the County 
• week ending 9th May 15 cases reported across County and 1 death 

 The take up of vaccinations has been above the national average in Charnwood. 
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7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During the past year schools have been open all the time for children of key workers, the 
vulnerable and those at risk.   Support from all the staff in the Children and Families 
Department to those in our responsibility and care has been given.   Using different 
methods of keeping in touch – telephone calls and online chats and catch ups.   For some 
young people this proven to be how they prefer to be contacted and will probably continue 
to a certain extent.   It has meant more can be contacted as no travelling is involved by staff 
therefore more contact can be made and everyone is more relaxed.   It is also encouraging 
to know that 98% children have been offered a place from their top 3 choice of school for 
the coming year. 

 
The County Council decided that all those entitled to Free School Meals would receive 
them throughout the holidays.   This was decision was made before the Government 
decision. 
 
Road repairs and improvements have continued, though not always as promptly as would 
be preferred due to the restrictions regarding social distancing etc.    
Some work has also been carried out to relieve flooding, any problems that are highlighted 
are reported immediately and Cllr Fryer endeavours to keep the Parish Council informed.  
The Parish Council is also kept informed of any works taking place or planned for future 
work by the County Council. 
 
Like all councils the costs to maintain high quality services are rising year on year.   
Unfortunately, Leicestershire County Council is one of the lowest funded councils but one of 
the highest performing this makes everything quite challenging to say the least.   The 
councillors are working extremely hard with our MPs to improve this situation.   There are 
hopes that this will be sorted by Government sooner rather than later. 
 
Finally, the Council runs a superb Apprenticeship Scheme – again full details and 
interesting videos from those who have undertaken or are currently an apprentice are on 
the web site. 
 
 
Borough Council Report  
 
Borough Councillor Richard Shepherd started by reinforcing that the past year has of 
course been dominated for everyone by the coronavirus pandemic. The Borough Council 
launched a campaign called Charnwood Community Action with John Storer Charnwood 
and other local groups, Town and Parish Councils to co-ordinate support for people in 
need. The Council has also been distributing Government grants. Councillors and Council 
officers had to adapt rapidly to new ways of working, with meetings held virtually. 
The volunteer working group made up of representatives of the Parish Council, Quorn 
Town Lands Charity, local residents and businesses, and ourselves has presented a report 
on village centre car parking to the Parish Council and the Borough are now working with 
the Parish Council as it considers implementation of proposals. 
 
BCllr Shepherd stated that last year, each Borough Councillor was awarded £250 of our 
Member Grants to the Second Quorn Scouts and Quorn in Bloom, using our whole 
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8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

allocation. We have a further £500 each to award this year and they invite expressions of 
interest. 
 
The Borough Councillors have presented reports to Parish Council meetings, as detailed in 
that Council’s minutes, and responded to individual residents who have raised issues with 
them and are grateful to the Editor of “The Quorndon Village Life” for giving space in the 
magazine. 
 
BCllr Shepherd continued that recently Christina Gibbs, the Clerk to the Parish Council for 
many years, retired, and we should like to record our thanks to Christina for all the help she 
has given. 
 
Planning matters have also featured in the Borough Councillor’s work and they have 
spoken at Borough Council Plans Committee meetings about particular applications and 
are grateful for the Parish Council’s contribution to discussions.  
 
The Borough Council’s update on 19th May stated, among other things: 
“The latest data on deliverable housing land supply shows Charnwood have a total of 3.34 
years of supply against the recently updated nationally set local housing need figure of 
1,111 homes a year. 
This means the Council cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of housing as of 31 
March 2021. The position at the last update in November 2020 showed 4.1 years of supply 
as of 31 March 2020 and the lack of supply continues to have consequences for the way 
planning decisions are made. 
The lack of five-year supply reflects the substantial increase in the housing number set by 
Government, which the supply is measured against. It’s fair to say that had Government not 
amended the housing need targets, we would be significantly closer to having a five year 
supply this year. 
 
Other factors include the rate of homes that are built. There are enough homes with 
planning permission in Charnwood to meet the new five-year housing need target twice 
over but these sites are not due to deliver sufficient homes in the next five years. 
Developers and market forces determine that rate of delivery, not the Council. 
 
Questions 
The Chair thanked everyone for their reports and went on to invite questions from the floor. 
The following matters were raised: 
 
A member of the public raised a question about granite chippings causing damage to car 
windscreens. They wanted to know who to speak to on the Parish Council regarding liaison 
with Tarmac.  
A short open discussion took place with the 2 members of the Parish Council who act in this 
role, as well as the County Council member.  
They all agreed to meet after the meeting to take this matter further. 
 
A question was raised by another member of the public about how much influence the 
recent environmental targets for new housing are taken into account in local planning 
applications.  
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The response from Borough and County Council members was that the targets are 
“aspirational” rather than absolute legal requirements. As such the local planning authorities 
endeavour to ensure that progress will be made over time. 
 
With no other matters raised, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm 

  

 


