
  Appendix 3 
Grounds & Facilities Committee Wednesday 19 May 2021: report from the Library 

Operations Group by Cllr Olwen Jones 
 
The library reopened for restricted browsing on Wednesday 14th April, as soon as government 
guidelines permitted. The protocols in place are as in the autumn, with quarantine of stock enabled 
by opening Wednesday 10-12 and 3-5, and Saturday 10-3. Sufficient volunteers were comfortable 
returning to work for this to be workable. 

Indoor activities for pre-school children were also permitted, so Wriggly Readers resumed on Friday 
16th April, with fine weather sessions being held outside in the Old School yard at the suggestion of 
the volunteers. This is proving popular, and word is spreading amongst families. 

Click & Collect has finished now the library is open, but the Home Delivery Service continues for the 
small number who appreciate the option. 

With the success of the vaccination roll out, more volunteers are keen to return such that a further 
2 days have been added from 17th May:  Monday 2-5 and Friday 11-1, meaning the library will be 
open 14 hours a week which it was when we took over from LCC.  

Children’s indoor “play” will also be permitted, so the children’s area has reopened, to encourage 
browsing and reading, but without the puppet theatre and other toys initially. 

Further advice is awaited to determine reintroduction of adult “lingering”, newspapers, etc. 

The ambition is to return to the previous 20 hours a week, with the final lifting of restrictions, and 
volunteer returns permit, of which we are confident. 

We are working with the café to reintroduce the use of the connecting door into the library as the 
main entrance again, which is mutually beneficial. 

The yearend figures have arrived from LCC, and the Annual Report is being prepared for the Review 
meeting on Thursday 10th June at 3pm. We will ask to table the report at the 1st June PC meeting. 
Clearly comparisons with previous years will reflect the closures, but we do still have more active 
borrowers this year than any other community library, although greatly reduced.  

Finally, we hope to link into the government’s summer literacy scheme which will provide a catch-
up for children who have missed out during the pandemic. Quorn’s CIC has obtained some funding 
to support an event working with the library, and we are hoping to take advantage of the LCC 
Participation Team’s planned Festival of Stories programme. 
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