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Item Action 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  He went on to thank the Grounds and 
Facilities Officer who was about to move on to a new job for his efforts on behalf 
of the committee. 

21/009 Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Thornborow as ex-officio member of the 
committee. 

21/010 Declarations of Interests 

The Chair reminded members of their obligation to declare personal or 
prejudicial interests in the items on the agenda.   

The Clerk declared a personal interest as a volunteer member of the Stafford 
Orchard Advisory Group (SOAG). 

Cllrs Slater and Clarke also declared an interest in the WI item later on the 
agenda as members of the group. 

There were no other declarations. 

21/012 Minutes of meetings – 13th January 2020 

The Chair invited members to approve the minutes. 

With no suggested corrections, it was proposed that the minutes be accepted as 
a true account of the meetings. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/013 Public Participation 

A member of the public was present to ask if the Parish Council was willing to 
review the timing of the part time lighting in the village centre and whether 
monies were going to be made available for more CCTV cameras in the area. 

The Chair thanked the member of the public for attending and members agreed 
that correspondence about the matter later on the agenda be brought forward.  

Minutes of the Grounds and Facilities Committee 
on Wednesday, 10th March 2021 

Present: 

Cllr Andrew Brown Cllr Olwen Jones Cllr Janice Slater 

Cllr Joanna Clarke Cllr Bob Parks 

Cllr Jane Hollingworth Cllr Roger Price - Chair 

Also, in attendance:  Grounds and Facilities Officer and Deputy Clerk 
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk, Christina Gibbs  
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 It was confirmed that the CCTV covering the Station Road car park also 
captured images of vehicles on Station Road and that the police already use the 
system to investigate incidents.  It was suggested that a possible extra camera 
in the area would improve coverage. 

 

 It was suggested that a meeting be organised with the PCSO to look at the best 
use for CCTV in the village centre. 

Clerk 

 It was pointed out that the crime rate in the village seems to be more extensive 
than that reported by the police and a question was raised whether incidents 
logged on social media were being reported to the police. 

 

 It was confirmed that the part-time lighting was the responsibility of the County 
Council.  It was suggested that a request be made for the lights in the village 
centre to be left on all night. 

Clerk 

21/014 Reports  

 21/014a) Clerk  

  20/015a) It was confirmed that the GFO had met with Field in Trust 
and that matters were progressing. 

 

 i) Tribute for Terry Stirling – it was felt that some sort of horticultural 
tribute would be fitting and that a conversation should be had with 
the family before proceeding.  It was pointed out that Terry was 
always keen to see improvements to the Love Lane footpath and 
that something along those lines might be suitable too. 

Clerk 

 21/014b) Grounds and Facilities Officer (G&FO)   

  The GFO reported that temporary repairs had been done to the VH 
floor to allow the facility to reopen but that budget provision should be 
made for the floor to be replaced in the next financial year in the 
region of £10k. 

Clerk 

  A member raised concerns about the breaching of the barriers closing 
footpaths in the park. 

 

  The GFO advised that the County Council had closed the footpath by 
the Park Services Building because of the dangerous wall. 

Clerk 

  It was confirmed that a request had been sent to the County Council 
to remove the loose stone and provide shuttering so that the footpath 
could be reopened. 

 

  It was confirmed that the VH Flat was about to be marketed as a 
commercial letting. 

 

  Members were very pleased with the new Parish On-line map which 
offered the facility to list all the Council’s assets. 
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  Members raised concerns over tree works being delayed until the 
Autumn.  The GFO pointed out that none of the works were urgent 
and that it was accommodating the bird nesting season than dictated 
the timing of the works. 

 

  A member raised a query about the meadow at Fenny Copse and 
questioned whether it was to be developed as a wild flower meadow. 

 

  It was confirmed that the area would look more meadow like as the 
season progressed. 

 

  Members thanked the GFO for his report   

 21/014c) Community Library  

  Members received the report of the Library Operations Group which 
was noted. 

 

 21/004d) Volunteer Organisations  

  Members received the minutes of the SOAG meeting on 25th February 
2021.   

 

  A vote of thanks was given to the SOAG group for the submittal of the 
Green Flag application. 

 

21/015 Resolutions  

  21/015a) WI - Maintenance of the Princess Diana Bed  

  Members thought that the involvement of volunteers was excellent.  

  It was proposed that the Council accept the offer of the WI as set 
down and that a Service Level Agreement be submitted to Council. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

 21/015b) Installation of 1948 Tribute Plaque  

  A specialist company was recommended to refurbish the plaque.  It 
was confirmed that the company would also do the preparation work. 

 

  It was proposed that the refurbishment and the installation of the 
plaque be approved.  

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

 21/015c) Playground Extension – to provide an outdoor classroom area  

  Members received proposals to open up the old gate from the Old 
School playground into the Orchard area of the park. 

 

  There was a call for evidence of demand for the outdoor classroom.  

  It was confirmed that the Wriggly Readers had an interest in using 
such an area. 
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  It was agreed that it was an excellent aspiration but that funds needed 
to be identified.  

 

  It was proposed that recommendations be put on hold to allow SOAG 
to provide evidence of need and firm costings. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

 21/015d) Purchase of Benches and Bins  

  Members received proposals for one or more members to take a lead 
and work with staff to plan for the siting, purchase and fixing of 
additional benches and bins around the village as agreed at the last 
meeting of Council. 

 

  Cllrs Hollingworth and Slater agreed to sit on the group.  

  It was confirmed that a number of sponsors had already come forward 
to offer to pay for benches and that the Clerk held the details. 

 

  The Clerk advised that there would need to be a consultation with 
residents if a bench was to be sited near their property and also with 
the County Council if to be placed on highway land. 

 

  The Chair suggested that the group co-opt a member of the SOAG 
and perhaps a member of the public to assist. 

 

  A member suggested that the Deputy Clerk, who already held 
information about preferred locations for benches through the 
Councillors’ Surgeries, represent the staff on the group. 

 

  It was proposed that Cllrs Hollingworth and Slater make up the group 
with the Deputy Clerk providing the staff input. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

21/016 Budget and Financial Review  

 21/016a) Net position by cost centre and code report – noted.  

21/017 Correspondence  

 21/017a) This matter had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.  

21/018 Date of next meeting  

 12th May 2021  

21/019 Items for future agenda 
(No debate or decision can be made about any items raised other than to 
decide if it should be included on a future agenda). 

 

 The Clerk left the meeting at this point to allow informal discussions to take 
place. 

 

 


