
Grounds and Facilities Committee – 9th October 2019 
 

Report of the Clerk 
 

RE: VILLAGE CENTRE SUMMER PLANTING SCHEME 2020 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To award the contract for next year’s summer planting scheme. 
 
Background 
 
Three companies were invited to submit prices against a specification produced by a 
member of the grounds staff. 
 
For expediency, the quotes received have been reviewed and a cost analysis prepared to 
allow the contract to be awarded. 
 
A copy of the analysis is attached at Appendix (A). 
 
Proposal  
 
That members consider the cost analysis and decide which supplier should be awarded the 
contract. 
 
Reason  
 
To enable plants to be ordered by the successful supplier in time for next season.  
 
Report Implications  
 
All necessary steps will have been taken to ensure a good display of planting in the village 
centre in 2020. 
 
Recommendations 
 

i. That the all-inclusive price of £2776.50 from Hathern Nurseries be accepted in line 
with the recommendations of Grounds staff. 

 
Financial Implications  
 

i. The cost is within that generally budgeted for village centre planting at £3k. 
 
Risk Management 
 
Using a new supplier could expose the council to non-delivery of service however, grounds 
staff are confident that that is a minimal risk. 
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions 
 

• Contract award expected 10th October 2019 

• Hanging Baskets and Planters will be in place by end of May early June 2020 
  



APPENDIX (A) 
 
Village Centre Hanging Baskets and Planters – Analysis of quotes by Helena Hornidge 
30 September2019 
 
An invitation to tender was sent to Brooklea Nursery, Furrows Horticulture and Hathern nurseries, 

and they have all come back with a quote.  

 

We asked them to quote for the different jobs separately to achieve some transparency of the cost 

for the different parts of the job as a principle. Having that knowledge also gives the options of 

cutting costs if needed. New for this year is that we also asked them to quote for all the extra plants 

for pots, troughs, planters and entry sign planters in the village. The reason for this was to keep the 

planting scheme consistent and be more efficient not having to source them independently. 

Therefore, the quote for this year is not directly comparable with previous quotes for other years.  

 

Brooklea Nursery 

Brooklea was the cheapest quoting in total £2,575. It appears though, that they have forgotten to 

quote for three troughs or half baskets, which would add approximately £74, total £2649. Their 

quote is slightly less transparent as they have not specified individual plant prices, but they have 

separated the different parts of the job, which is what we asked them to do. Without being able to 

check every basket in detail, they planted up the current year’s baskets according to the specification 

provided. The problem we had last year was that they had not been asked to quote for taking the 

baskets down and keeping them over the winter. This meant that the baskets had to stay up for too 

long not looking very good. It unfortunately coincided with the time when the ground staff didn’t 

have access to a vehicle, and even when asked and quoted for the job, in the end Brooklea was still 

not able to collect them. For this year’s tender all three have been given the chance to discuss the 

specification but the impression was that Brooklea was not very interested in giving input or being 

too involved.  

 

Hathern Nurseries 

Hathern’s quote came in at £2,776.50, not much more than Brooklea’s. The quote didn’t state if VAT 

was included, but it has been clarified that it is. They have itemised the quote in a very transparent 

way, which helps if we were to consider cost saving options and for planning of future year’s designs. 

When discussing the design and specification in general, Hathern took their time, were very 

professional and helpful. They provide baskets and plants for other villages and business customers 

and seem to have a lot of experience.  

 

Furrows Horticulture 

Furrows’s quote was the most expensive at £3,257.16. The quote is less transparent as it includes all 

the work of removing and delivering etc. Despite giving the individual prices for the plants, it is not 

consistent with the pricing of the baskets, versus half baskets and troughs. It appears not to be based 

on the cost of the plants, and there is no justification for the difference in cost.  Furrows were very 

helpful and interested in discussing the design and have experience from other business 

customers/villages. They won the tender a few years ago and apparently substituted for some plants 

which were not the same type of plant and likely to have been cheaper.  Was told that they order 

from a particular company, and judging from that discussion, it is not impossible that substitution 

could happen again, as the plant names are not always the same by this company. 

 

 

 



Cost saving options:  

1. Take out labour cost of removing, fitting and collecting etc:  

Brooklea: £2,649 - £240 = £2,409 

Furrows:  no figures 

Hathern: £2776.50 - £300 = £2,476.50 

 

2. Take the expensive Verbena Lollipop out of baskets and half baskets (as height is not necessary in 

these baskets) but keep them in troughs and other planting (where height is more essential).  

Brooklea: no individual prices (but their cost per basket is very similar to Hathern’s) 

Furrows: saving of £133.70 

Hathern: saving of £224 

 

Conclusion 

It may be that all three would be able to do an equally good job, but based on the above, Hathern 

nurseries stand out.  

 

Although both cost saving options are acceptable, the handling of baskets is a heavy job on ladders, 

which is safer and better with extra help, which speaks against that option.  

 

 

  
 


