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Stafford Orchard Advisory Group  
                                        

Report to Ground and Facilities Committee 
 

 
  

RE: The 1948 Tribute Plaque 
 

 

 
Purpose of the report: 
This report is produced by SOAG to provide the council and staff with a 
preferred display mounting point for the 1948 Tribute Plaque.  
 
Background: 
In 1948 the first children’s playground area with permanently installed play 
equipment was opened in Stafford Orchard. It was supported by local 
enthusiasm and funded by public subscription. The plaque was unveiled by local 
dignitaries and it is known from photographic evidence that the plaque was 
originally affixed to the children’s slide.  
 
This play equipment was removed in the 1990’s and the plaque cut from the 
slide and stored in the Council Chamber where it remains to this day. The group 
believes that the plaque is in danger of being removed from the Village Hall and 
possibly lost or stolen.  
 
It’s proper resting place should be in the Stafford Orchard in a position where it 
can be preserved and be visible to residents and visitors. 
 
The group considered various display options but after due consideration it is 
recommended that the plaque be mounted on park side of the old school 
playground exterior wall at the location indicated by the ‘blue’ arrow in 
photograph 2. This wall was rebuilt as part of the Old School refurbishment and 
so is robust and there is adequate space for the plaque and to add an 
interpretation board if required at some time in the future. 
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The village war memorial commemorates 100 years since its unveiling and 
dedication in July 1921 this year and it would be appropriate if this plaque were 
in place for July 2021. 
 
The plaque is thought to be cast iron weighing approximately 8kilos and 
measures 57cm x 49cm the wording states (ref attached photographs 1a and 
1b): 
 

‘’This childrens playground was established in 1948 by public subscription as a 
tribute to the men of QUORN who gave their lives during the war 1939-45 and 

whose names are inscribed on the memorial in the centre of the village’’. 
 
Proposal: 
The SOAG proposes to the G&F Committee of Council that a permanent display 
site be provided for the 1948 Tribute Plaque. The group considered various 
display options within the Stafford Orchard and after due consideration it is 
recommended that the plaque be mounted on park side of the old school 
playground wall at the location indicated by the ‘blue’ arrow in photograph 2. 
 
Recommendations: 

1. The group recommends that the plaque be cleaned, possibly by sand 
blasting and treated and re-painted. Then the plaque be mounted on the 
park side of the old school playground wall in the area of the location 
indicated by the ‘blue’ arrow in photograph 2 – see below.  
OR 

2. The group recommends that the plaque be cleaned and mounted on the 
park side of the old school playground wall in the area of the location 
indicated by the ‘blue’ arrow in photograph 2 – see below. 

 
Financial implications: 
Recommendation 1 – Labour council staff, mounting consumables = £20, sand 
blast, treat and paint £100. Total = £120. 
Recommendation 2 – Labour council staff, mounting consumables = £20, 
Cleaning fluid £5. Total = £25. 
 
Time Constraints: 
July 20th, 2021 - the village war memorial commemorates 100 years since its 
unveiling and dedication in July. This plaque is linked to the war memorial so it 
would be a good if it were in place by them to benefit from the 
commemoration. 
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Risk: 
Reputational only. 
 

Photograph 1a  

 
Photograph 1b 

 
Photograph 2 

 
 

 

 

 


