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Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 
 

RE: Princess Dianna Planter 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
To bring before council the offer for a women’s institute (W.I) group to take on the planting 

and maintenance of the contents of the Princess Dianna planter 
 
Background 
 
Office staff have been contacted by the secretary of a local W.I group with the offer of a 
group of enthusiastic W.I volunteers to look after the contents of the Princess Dianna Planter 
at the junction between stoop lane and school lane/soar road.   
 

Proposal 

The notes from a site visit and details of the proposal from the group can 

be seen on pages 2, and 3 of this document.   

Timescale 

It is suggested that the W.I group take on the planter for a 3-year period. 

Recommendations 

1. That QPC accept the offer from the W.I, subject to the following being in place and 
understood by all involved: 
 

2. A service level agreement with the W.I is to be arranged to clearly highlight working 
boundaries between QPC and the W.I group. 
 

3. The service level agreement to include certain conditions which mean the group will 
work within the broader policies and guidelines of the parish council. Examples of 
such conditions are noted below (Additional conditions may be necessary): 
 

a. Environmentally friendly working practices which are currently adhered to by 
the grounds staff must be engaged with. (Using recyclable pots, peat free 
compost and not bringing plants in from home as this can spread plant 
diseases). 
 

b. The group should take full responsibility for the area and not rely on any input 
from grounds staff, unless authorised in advance with the Grounds and 
facilities officer. The group would be limited to work on the Dianna planter 
only, any extensions to the groups remit would need approval of the G+F 
committee. 

 

c. A risk assessment should be carried out by the group and G+FO together 
before work begins on the planter 
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d. Should any of the above be broken this would terminate the agreement with 
immediate effect.  

Financial Implications 

Although the W.I group have offered to fund the new plants themselves by means of 
fundraising, it would be supportive if QPC could offer a contribution to the W.I in order to 
purchase plants and maintain the planter as well as possible. This should be a capped 
amount and agreed as part of the service level agreement.   

Risk Assessment 

Grounds staff have been asked about the possibility and have been supportive of the idea, 
providing a formal service level agreement is in place before any work begins. In particular, 
they noted that plants should not be bought in ‘from home’ as this can spread plant-based 
diseases – plants should be purchased from reputable suppliers.  

The group seem to have thoroughly considered the task and appear to be more than 
competent to do what they are suggesting.  

This is a small isolated area, and as such, if any potential problems with the work carried out 
did arise, they would be limited to that area.   

 

 

Princess Diana Memorial Garden – Site visit by QE WI 27 January 2021 

Lorna Williams and I visited the above ‘plot’ to assess the size, condition of the existing 
planting, and to measure the size to enable us to draw up a plan to assist in the creation of a 
new planting scheme. 

The plot is a triangular shaped raised bed measuring approximately 23’ (21’ 8”) x 14’ (12’ 8”)  
x 20’(18’ 8”) tapering to 1.5’ ( tapers to a point) at one end, the interior planting area shown in 
brackets is reduced by the wall thickness of 8” on all sides.  Situated at the junction of Station 
Road and Soar Road, with traffic flowing on all sides of the plot it is essential to ensure clear 
visibility for drivers, therefore a height restriction of 2’ for all mature plants is necessary. 

 It is visible and accessible on all sides and sits in a south easterly facing position, getting 
sunshine for most of the day. 

Current planting includes 2 x mature Hebes, 2 x mature Lavenders, a Choisya Ternata, a 
Mahonia, and a variety of other mature shrubs plus some spring bulbs.   

The wall is in need of pointing and the top bricks at one corner are loose.   
  ________________________ 

We have an enthusiastic team of twelve volunteers who will ‘muck in’ where necessary, to 
develop and maintain the plot potentially for at least the next 2/3 years (this to be agreed). 
Our initial thoughts are that we clear the plot of all existing plants as most are far too woody 
and overgrown to be effectively pruned/look their best.  

We will take into consideration that the site is viewed from all sides, there is a maximum 
height restriction of 2', soil PH, creating habitats, attracting pollinators, reducing the need for 
watering and maintenance, design, colour and costs 

Once a planting scheme is agreed by the group we will submit this to the Parish Council and 
commence planting with the hope that by the summer of this year it will be looking its best. 

Val Blowfield 
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Extract from an email received from the W.I secretary 
 
I thought I would let you know that our WI Gardening Group have met up (by Zoom) to 
discuss our ideas for the Diana Memorial Garden. 
 
I’ve attached a survey one of our members has written of the garden and photos of the wall 
which would be improved by pointing and the top bricks on one corner are loose. 
 
We are very keen to take on this project for a suggested time of three years to give us the 
opportunity to develop and theme the garden. 
 
We would like to remove everything in the garden and re-plant with a mixture of evergreen 
shrubs, bulbs and seasonal flowers to a height limit of two feet to allow good visibility to 
vehicles. We expect to fundraise to pay for the planting, compost etc and any help with 
regard to this will be welcome. 
 
We have some ideas of a design and will work on a more detailed plan for the garden when 
we have permission to go ahead from you and the Council. Would our plans need to be in 
keeping with the rest of the village planting, in which case we would need a brief from you. 
 
We have considered the safety aspect of working at this location, everyone will wear a high-
viz vest and we will have extra people visible on the pavement around the garden to warn 
traffic of our presence.  


