
Grounds and Facilities Committee – 14th August 2019 
 

Report of Cllr Hollingworth 
 

RE: MANAGEMENT OF THE FENNY COPSE PARKLAND 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To seek approval for the purchase of wild flower seed and the removal of three trees from 
the Fenny Copse Parkland. 
 
Background 
 
Fenny Copse is an area of land given to the PC by the builder of the nearby housing 
development in lieu of 106 monies.  This parcel of land is defined into segments by crossing 
paths, this does give clearly defined boundaries for maintenance schedules.  The segment 
I'm suggesting improving is the one that is being managed as a meadow.  Last year the 
Environment Committee had a site visit and suggested improving the accessibility of the 
area by having a pathway mown through the meadow linking the sculptures and allowing 
viewing of both the sculptures and the meadow we also hoped this would prevent  trampling 
and flattening of the area.  This has worked well.  
 
Proposal  
 
The purchasing of 250 or 500gms of yellow Rattle seed at £49.50 or £99.00. 
 
Reason  
 
This quadrant was intended to be meadow and the builder had said they would provide one 
ether by using seed or plants but it did not happen. The area is largely grass with good 
number of buttercups in late Spring with a few other species scattered sparsely throughout.  
With our insect population in decline which ultimately has huge implications for our own 
existence, I thought it would be a good idea to  have a meadow with as greater diversity of 
plant species as possible. In order for this to happen the vigour of the grasses has to be 
reduced, one way is the addition of Yellow Rattle seed this is saprophitic on the grass,  if this 
is added progressively to the meadow over time this will have a beneficial impact on the 
meadow allowing other species to be seeded into the meadow.  The removal of the grass 
when it is cut is also vital to a species rich meadow we are aiming for. The grasses removal 
progressively reduces the fertility of the soil which is desirable for a flower rich meadow, 
once this has been achieved meadow flowers can be sown into the sward after it has been 
cut each year. I'm thinking of a ten year plan with visible results being seen hopefully in half 
that time. The more Yellow rattle seed that is sown itinually the faster results will be 
achieved. After a while this will become self sustaining due to the seed being shed. 
 
Report Implications  
 
The meadow will be improved giving a more visually attractive area and with the addition of a 
wider variety of wild flowers a larger variety of insects will be attracted. 
 
Recommendations 
 
I recommend 500 grms of seed is purchased and the removal of three trees from the 
meadow area while they are still small and easy to remove.  It was ill considered to have so 
many trees added to a meadow area as when they are fully grown they will shade and spoil 
the meadow, a few would be OK. I also recommend finding out if a farmer is willing to cut 
and collect the hay. 
 



Financial Implications  
 
The financial implications  at this stage £99.  In the future a similar amount of money each 
year for five years  would be good, it could be less but that would mean the desired result will 
take longer to achieve.   Once the meadow has a reasonable variety and amount of flowers 
in it they should remain and build up through the flowers seeding into the meadow. I would 
expect the effect to be exponential. 
 
Risk Management 
 
No risk involved 
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions  
 
The seed would be sown by myself immediately after the grass is cut and removed.  The 
grass will be scarified so the seed is able to come into contact with the soil. 


