
 
 

APPENDIX 5 
 
 

Grounds and Facilities Committee – 10th December 2019 
 

Report of Senior Admin Officer 
 

RE: BENCHES AND MORE SEATING IN AND AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To propose that the Grounds and Facilities Committee consider adding more benches 
and seating in the village. 
  
Background 
 
Every issue raise at a Councillor Surgeries is addressed whether it just be an 
acknowledgement or whether action is required.  
 
Particular areas in the village lacking benches has been raised by two separate 
residents at two separate surgeries and one of these residents has conducted 
research at her WI meeting on the matter.   
 
If large areas lack seating it is felt that this restricts the elderly from taking a walk and 
exercising as they are unable to rest. 
 
Proposal  
 
That the committee decides whether it wishes to incur the costs involved in adding 
more benches to the village and if so, how many to install as residents have requested 
up to four. 
 
A large number of companies now offer benches made of recycled materials and it is 
proposed that if more benches are purchased, these be used to meet suggestions 
listed in the Friends of the Earth, Local Climate Action Plan. 
 
Reason  
 
One resident requested a bench at Barrow Road Bus Stop as there is nowhere to rest 
if waiting for a period of time. 
 
The second resident initially requested more benches around the cricket ground but 

after speaking with her WI group, it was felt they would actually be more beneficial 

positioned on the grass triangle junction of Toller Road and Chaveney Road and the 

triangle at junction of Chaveney Road and Wyvenhoe Road. 

It was also mentioned that the seat opposite the Manor Inn is too low for the elderly to 

use and is very difficult to rise from. 

 



 
 

Report Implications  
 
Adoption of the proposal will provide the residents of the village with extra seating and 
new seating where in some places there is currently none.  It is an opportunity to 
support the well-being of the residents of the village by opening up new walking routes 
for them where they know they can rest if necessary and also to provide meeting points 
for residents who may otherwise feel lonely or isolated. 
 
Recommendations 
 

i) That the committee support in principle the installation of benches in the areas 
of the village that are lacking and decide how many to install and whether to 
use recycled materials. 

 
Financial Implications  
 
A suitable bench can vary in cost from around £450 to £950 each but past benches 
have been at around the £600 mark.  Costed proposals would need to be prepared for 
final approval. 
 
There would also be installation costs involved – usually based on one day per bench 
for the Groundsman. 
 
Risk Management 
 
The risks to the committee if the recommendation is not accepted is that residents may 
feel they are not being heard and also that some parts of the village remain 
inaccessible to the elderly – footpaths are opened to encourage walking and therefore 
the well-being of the residents of the village but rest stops are necessary. 
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions  
 
Council would need to support for the new benches via a Public Consultation exercise.  
Opinions would be gathered using social media and Nextdoor Quorn as well as the 
Quorndon Magazine – this can be implemented as soon as possible. 
 
Residents living nearby proposed bench sites would then be consulted and land 
owners permission would have to be sought. 
 
If given the go ahead after these steps, to order benches as soon as possible and 
arrange for them to be installed. 
 
Additional Information 
 
www.streetfurnituredirect.co.uk 


