
APPENDIX 11 

Quorn Parish Council May 4th 2021 

Report of Cllr Price 

Purpose of Report 

This report is an update for developments arising from the anticipated acceptance of the 

Interim Strategic Plan (ISP). 

Background 

The public consultation for the ISP closed on 30th April.  Comments received are attached at 

Appendix 11(a). 

It is anticipated that there will be support for additional seating in the village, and for the 

refurbishment of the Caves Field play area. 

There is a requirement for Council to follow a proper process and arrange more detailed 

consultation with the appropriate users to spend limited resources wisely. 

This should be coordinated by the Council office rather than an ad hoc arrangement by 

members and should involve organisations as well as those who might rely on social media 

or informal conversation. 

SOAG will have a view about the arrangements for Stafford Orchard, but other such as the 

residents of the new retirement complex and Sutton Close may have valid views too. 

The Grounds and Facilities Committee was not made aware of a report from the Grounds & 

Facilities officer, together with correspondence between him and two members of the 

Committee, at the time it was discussing the Caves Field pay area last summer/autumn. This 

report highlighted the need to consider a range of equipment and to consult with potential 

users of the area. 

With hindsight and the full background, the G&F Committee was hasty in determining that a 

single piece of equipment might be the best option for the area. As Chair, an apology is 

given to Council for this haste. 

Proposal 

2 small working groups should operate with operational leadership from the Council office to 

take this forward, assuming the ISP is adopted. 

No more than 2 Council members are needed in each group, but the Deputy Clerk will lead 

the activity so that it is fully compliant with the obligations of Council. 

Timescale 

This should be progressed as soon as possible to ensure the residents enjoy the potential 

benefits as lockdown is eased. 

Recommendation 

i) Council is asked to agree to set up the 2 groups and to identify the Council members 

who will work with the office.  

 

(There is already a group for the additional seating, but there is a vacancy created by 

the resignation of Janice Slater) 



Implications for Council 

It is acknowledged that the pending shortfall of staffing hours may impact on the priority that 

can be given to this work, but it is essential members recognise that this does not mean the 

proper processes can or should be by-passed. 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications in carrying out the activity, and there may be some cost 

savings if the new equipment has the support of the village with regard to appropriate 

purchasing in due course. 

Risk Assessment 

There is going to be a delay in the original aspiration to provide this equipment for the 

summer of 2021, but it is hoped that delay whilst due process is followed will be supported 

by residents and those who pay the precept. 

There is a reputational risk in ignoring proper consultation. 

 

Roger Price 

19.04.21 

  



APPENDIX 11(a) 

25/04/2021 

It has been suggested that I should write to you to give an insight into the 

problem that we are starting to experience alongside our property, as it is 

relevant to your Interim Strategic Plan. 

First of all I would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Plan 

for the village, although it feels as if some decisions have probably already been 

made.  Nevertheless I would like to use the opportunity to express my concern 

regarding the introduction of more picnic tables and benches in open spaces. We 

live at the top of Sanders Rd where we now have a new and growing problem 

caused by the introduction of a seat that has been put on the small piece of land 

alongside our house, in fact a few feet from the garden fence at the rear of the 

property. 

To give you a little bit of back ground, we have lived in the village for around 

twenty five years and shortly after we arrived we were plagued with gangs of 

youths and some sexual activity that took place on this land.  At that time the 

area of land was a little larger and ran further round the back of the bowling 

green hedge, the focal point was the two bollards in the middle of the path that 

formed seats for gangs of youths.  The noise and language from them at that 

time was pretty horrific with a lot of ensuing damage to newly planted saplings 

and the removal of coping stones from walls etc.  We were supported then by a 

member of the Parish Council and the land was restructured to remove the 

hidden corner and the problems disappeared but not before it became a smoking 

area for a short time for some of the school children and it wasn’t cigarettes 

they were smoking?  

The seat was placed there last year however we were lucky, if that is the right 
word in that lockdown stopped people getting out and using the seat, but of 

course things have changed and now it is being used, so we are just beginning 
to see the start of growing pressures created by the seat.  As with the problems 
in the past, the seat acts as a new focal point. We’ve already had a youth trying 

to climb the fence to see what was on our side, on a separate occasion we had a 
mixture of teenagers standing on the seat arms to see over and so far we have 

had a beer can, sandwich wrappers and other items of rubbish thrown over. 
 
We have a patio area on the other side of the fence adjacent to the seat and at 

times we’ve had to put up with loud swearing by the seat occupants, which is 
very unpleasant and difficult to live with and it means that we can’t speak in our 

own garden for fear of drawing attention to ourselves and making the situation 
worse. 
 

I would like to point out that placing seats alongside peoples gardens may seem 

a thoughtful and ideal thing to do for the village and may also satisfy someone’s 
ego but as in our case there is sometimes an unfair price to pay. We are 

becoming very worried that the activity will increase and put us under more 
stress than I think we deserve.  No one asked us, about placing the seat outside 
the house, if they had done, which I believe it is a legal, if not a courteous thing 

to do, it would have given us the opportunity to share our past experiences.  I'm 



sure if anyone is asked in the village they would say the seat is lovely, but they 
go back to their own homes and don’t have to live with the noise and pressure. 
 

I would have liked to have been treated with some consideration as the adjacent 
householder and asked about my views on placing the seat four feet from my 

garden fence in a public thoroughfare, I would also like to get my life back to 
normal without the stress it has created and most of all I would really like the 
seat repositioned somewhere else in the village provided that doesn’t damage 

anyone else’s life.    
 

Finally therefore I hope that you will pay careful attention and give consideration 
to the overall effects of your current ideas on village householders who may be 
in close proximity of both seats and benches.   

 

23/04/2021 

Seating in the park - we need more seats, now that some restrictions have 

been lifted, but at present the garden area has been cordoned off for WEEKS .  

When is the repair work to the path going to be done ?  Surely this work should 

take some priority ?   

It is noticeable that on some days the netting has been pushed to one side - 

presumably by others who are as fed up as myself with not being able to use 

the benches in the garden area. 

Also, I seem to recall there were some benches on the cobbled circular are 
near the Old School but these were removed some time ago - again can they 
be restored so that more of us can find somewhere to sit in our lovely park. 
Given Covid, we are safer outside and extra seating should be considered 
 

14th April 2021 

 

I am responding to your call in the latest edition of The Quorndon to comment 

on the interim strategic plan. 

 

I think that the emphasis on the installation of new picnic tabels and benches, 

and on the provision of new play equipment in Caves Field is the right 

approach. Both issues are priorities, especially as a number of benches and 

tables seem to have disappeared in recent months. I understand that this may be 

due to vandalism, and I note that the Police are reporting in the latest 

Neighbourhood Link that they are having to tackle anti-social behaviour in 

Quorn. 

  



 

Could I suggest then that any new tables and benches are robust, and designed 

to withstand casual acts of vandalism? I am assuming that these new tables and 

benches will be in Stafford Orchard. Is there space in Caves Field? I think a lot 

of people of all ages use that space. 

 

Play equipment is also much needed, but again there have been cases of 

vandalism. In the latest Neighbourhood Link I noted that PCSO Hallward was 

paying particular attention at the moment to educating the children at Rawlins. 

Once again I think that the Parish Council should be looking at robust 

equipment, which will not require much maintenance. The equipment also 

needs to be in open spaces, not only so that parents/minders can keep an eye on 

the children but also so that it is more difficult to vandalised, or used for anti-

social purposes, without being observed. One of the advantages of lockdown is 

that I have had to find longer, more local, walks and I have been able to see 

some good examples of play equipment in neighbouring villages. Over at 

Barrow, the Mill Lane play area seems well equipped with robust, simple, but 

well used equipment. The George V memorial park at Barrow, and the play 

equipment in Birstall also seems to be of good quality, made to last, easily 

maintained and popular with children. Perhaps those looking into this project on 

Quorn Parish Council might like to look at what other local councils do, and 

talk to their counterparts elsewhere?  

 

In summary I would suggest that seeking value for money is a prime concern in 

the current situation. When funds are limited it is essential to ensure that as 

many as possible local residents benefit from, what after all, is our money. 

 

I hope those reflections are helpful. 


