
APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Application for Position of Chair of Quorn Parish Council 
 

Firstly, thank you for electing me to the position of Chair in January 2021.  I have now been 
Chair for all of 4 months!  I am now offering to stand as Chair for the forthcoming civic year.  

Some days the role of Chair has felt like a full-time job.  I am fairly sure that it should not be 
like this normally, but then we are not in normal times. We are still experiencing a lot of 
change and there is still turbulence. But I am hoping that we are starting to emerge from that 
now. 

I think the most important thing I can offer is continuity and stability. With the pandemic 
creating so many unknowns, I think that we need to create as much stability as we can.  

We are about to recruit a number of both new councillors and new staff.  I think it is 
important that all the newcomers are offered an induction and support to help them settle in 
to their new roles and become part of the team.  If elected, I will do my best to ensure that 
this happens. Given the difficulties before us, we need to make the best use of everyone’s 
skills, ideas and energy and get the new recruits up to speed as quickly as is practically 
possible. 

I want to see us progress towards getting a Good Council award.  We have been working 
towards this for some time now and we are very close to being able to apply for the 
Foundation Award. Let’s push on with this, get the Foundation award, then aim for the 
Quality award and then let’s go for Gold.  Getting these awards will both give us confidence 
and enable the village to have confidence in us. 

We need to face inwards by working on our governance and structures but we also need to 
face outwards and engage with the local community. The ability to demonstrate good 
governance whilst actively working with the community are key to obtaining any of the 
awards. 

I am very pleased that we have been able to set up Councillor Surgeries in recent times and 
I look forward to being able to reinstate these.  I am very glad that we have both widened 
and extended our consultation on the Interim Strategic Plan.  We have used both social 
media and articles in The Quorndon to do this. We need to work on enhancing all our 
communication through both channels.   

Lastly, a word about finances.  Understandably, there has been a great deal of concern 
about the finances.  Happily, we have had a very reasonable end of year outcome, given the 
difficulties we have faced.  At the end of the day, our purpose is not to make money.  We are 
here to collect funds in and then use them to benefit the community.  I hope we will be able 
to put our funds to good use in the coming months. 

I should be very honoured if you felt able to elect me for the upcoming year.  

Carolyn Thornborow  


