
APPENDIX 2 
Borough Councillors’ Report 
 
Visitor Centre 
 
Work will soon be starting to convert the former Ranger’s cottage at the Outwoods into a Visitor 
Centre and Café, which will be dedicated in memory of David Slater, a former Leader of the Borough 
Council and a Councillor for the Quorn and Mountsorrel Castle Ward. 
 
Responsibility for the Outwoods lies with the Outwoods Management Committee, which is a 
separate body from the Borough Council. However, the Council effectively maintains the Outwoods, 
working alongside the Committee. The estimated cost of creating the Centre is some £130,000. A 
private operator is being sought to manage it. 
 
Plans for the project were approved last year but the Covid-19 pandemic put work on hold. It is now 
hoped that the Centre will be completed by the end of the summer this year. 
 
Help for owners of empty homes 
 
Owners of empty homes in Charnwood are being encouraged to bring them back into use with 
support from the Borough Council. 
 
The Council helps get empty homes back into use by offering advice and support on what may be 
best for the owner, including finding tenants and getting access to discounted selling fees with local 
agents and auctioneers. 
 
Partnership grants are available, which can help to part-fund refurbishments and get properties back 
on the rental market. A grant will cover fifty per cent of the cost of renovation work, up to a 
maximum of £15,000. In return, the Council nominate people in housing need to become tenants of 
renovated properties. 
 
More information is available at www.charnwood.gov.uk/empty_properties 
 
Anyone who would like to apply for a grant or to discuss the options for an empty home is asked to 
contact the Council’s empty homes officer, Tariq Bukera, on 01509 634938. 
 
Regeneration scheme 
 
Work has begun on a major regeneration scheme for Loughborough town centre. The Bedford 
Square Gateway Project is designed to make the area more attractive to visitors and to support local 
businesses. 
 
Information about the project is available at www.charnwood.gov.uk/bedfordsquare2021 
 
Council Tax 
 
The Borough Council has set a Council Tax of £131.08 for a Band D property for 2021 – 22, an 
increase of £4.45. The Loughborough Special Rate has been set at £77.98. 
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