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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on  
Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 7.00pm 

Present:  
Cllr Andrew Brown Cllr Josh Clayton Cllr Bob Parks 
Cllr David Burgess Cllr Jane Hollingworth Cllr Roger Price 
Cllr Byron Chatburn  Cllr Olwen Jones Cllr Janice Slater 
Cllr Joanna Clarke Cllr Andy McWilliam Cllr Carolyn Thornborow - Chair 
Also in attendance: 
Borough Councillors Richard Shepherd  
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Christina Gibbs 

 

Minute  Item Action 

 The Chair welcomed all the meeting.   

 She went on to announce the sad news that former Council member Terry 
Stirling had died and called for a moment’s silence. 

 

 Another member spoke to acknowledge the work that Terry had done in bring the 
Arts to the village. 

 

21/035 Apologies  

 There were no apologies.   

21/036 Declarations of Interest  

 The Chair asked members to declare any personal or pecuniary interests in the 
items on the agenda at this point or as the meeting progressed. 

 

 There were no declarations.    

21/037 Public Participation  

 There was one member of public present who wanted to speak about the 
significant contribution of Terry Stirling in saving the Old School.  It was 
requested that some sort of commemoration be made in his name.  The Clerk 
noted the request and agreed to follow up. 

Clerk 

 Cllr Janice Slater asked for members to help with a litter pick around the village.  
It was agreed that members would contact her direct to volunteer. 

 

21/038 County Councillor Matters  

 CCllr Fryer had submitted a written report which was noted.  

21/039  Borough Council Matters  

 BCllr Shepherd had submitted a written report which was noted.  

 The Chair reported back from the Borough Council’s Plans Committee where she 
had spoken to raise concerns about possible traffic and safety issues associated 
with an application at Mansfield Lodge, 102 Station Road.   

 

 She confirmed that the planning permission had been granted but with mitigation 
measure to help deal with the issues raised. 

 

 BCllr Shepherd left the meeting at this point. 
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21/040 Minutes of the last meeting – 2nd February 2021  

 The Chair invited members to propose corrections to the minutes.  

 With no suggested corrections, it was proposed that the minutes be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.   

21/041 Clerk’s Report  

 Members received the report.  There were no matters arising.  

21/042 Policing Matters  

 Members had received a link to the Leicestershire Police website via the agenda 
for the latest news.  CPSO Katrina Hallmark had been in attendance but had lost 
contact before she could speak to the meeting. 

 

21/043 Councillors’ Surgery  

 It was confirmed that Councillors’ surgeries were still suspended and that matters 
were being dealt with by the office. 

 

 There had been no matters raised via the office that needed to be discussed.  

21/044 Resolutions  

 21/044a) Staffing Review  

  Members received the recommendations of the Staffing Review 
Working Group: 

 

  The Chair pointed out that there was a possibility of the Parish Council 
being without a Clerk for a period of time and that it may need to 
employ a locum.  She explained that if there was an extended period 
of time without a Clerk, the Borough Council may need to step in.  

 

  It was proposed that the Interim Strategic Plan item be taken in 
advance of the item. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 21/044b) Interim Strategic Plan – to approve draft for public consultation.  

  Members received the report of the Interim Plan Working Group  

  It was recommended that:  

 i) Release of reserves immediately as follows: 
a. Up to £10,000 to enable purchase orders to be placed for 

tables, benches, bases and fixings. 
b. £15,000 for the installation of play equipment at Caves 

Field. 

 

 ii) To approve the Interim Strategic Plan for public consultation as 
summarised below and detailed above: 

a. To maximise public access and use of outdoor spaces 
and encourage outdoor exercise. 

b. To protect the Council’s long term financial position 
c. To continue Business as Usual activities. 

 

  The Chair suggested that the recommendation be reversed to take 
item ii) first. 

 

  It was felt that there was some urgency in implementing 
recommendation i) in advance of the public consultation. 
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  Members went on to questioned the urgency for the outdoor furniture 
and a suggestion was made that money should be spent on 
improvements to Council’s buildings instead to help generate income.  

 

  It was felt that the building were unlikely to come into full use in the 
short term and it was pointed out that the interim plan also suggested 
that development spending be suspended until 2022/23. 

 

  It was expected that providing the outdoor furniture would help the 
local economy and provide an opportunity for people to use the 
village’s outdoor spaces more. 

 

  It was pointed out that the recommendation at ii) c) did not require a 
vote as it was a statutory duty.   

 

  It was also pointed out that six months had not elapsed since an 
earlier decision to delay spending on new play equipment at Caves 
Field and that the recommendation at i) b should not considered at the 
meeting without suspending standing orders. 

 

  It was felt that the problem before members was that there were 
competing demands and finite resources. 

 

  It was suggested that there was likely to be sufficient funds left in the 
budget to cover recommendation i) and that an amendment should 
therefore be considered to remove reference to reserves. 

 

  An amendment was proposed to recommendation i) to remove the 
words “as follows” and replace with “if necessary” 

 

 RESOLVED: That the amendment be carried with 10 in favour and Cllrs Clarke 
and Jones abstaining. 

 

  It was proposed that the recommendation i) be approved as amended.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 10 in favour and Cllr Clarke and 
Jones against. 

 

  It was proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow a 
decision to be taken on recommendation i) b. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 10 in favour and Cllr Clarke and 
Jones against. 

 

  It was proposed that recommendation i) b. be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 10 in favour and Cllrs Clarke and 
Jones against. 

 

  It was proposed that recommendation ii) a) b) and c) be approved.  

  An amendment was proposed to remove item c. as this was 
considered to already be a statutory duty of the Council. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the amendment be carried with 7 in favour and Cllrs Brown, 
Burgess, Chatburn, Clayton and Hollingworth against. 

 

  It was proposed that recommendation ii) be approved as amended.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 10 in favour and Cllrs Clarke and 
Jones against. 

 

 



Quorn Parish Council  2nd March 2021 
Minutes  Page 4 of 6 

Minute  Item Action 

 Members returned to the recommendations of the Staffing Review 
Working Group: 

 

 i) Council agrees to recruit to a full-time replacement for the post of 
Grounds and Facilities Officer as soon as possible. 

 

 a) Process to start on 3rd March 2021 using current job 
description, person specification and contract. 

 

 b) Council makes this appointment on a 12 month, fixed term 
contract, with the expectation that a successful appointee who 
works well in the team will be given a permanent position if 
there is a sustained return to active village life during 2021. 

 

 ii)  Council agrees to recruit to a part-time replacement for the post of 
Parish Clerk as soon as notice of a vacancy is given. 

 

 a) Number of hours to be determined by discussion with current 
staff who know the requirements better than members, and 
this will used for the evaluation by Leicestershire and Rutland 
Association of Local Councils (LRALC). 

 

 b) Post might be 25-30 hours and this may be influenced by 
discussion with an appointable applicant.  

 

 iii) Council agrees to the employment of enough staff working enough 
hours to support the new appointment as Parish Clerk. 

 

 a) Total hours for staff supporting the new appointee as Clerk will 
be no more than 45, which is the total currently carried out by 2 
staff members. 

 

 b) If the current Deputy Clerk applies for and is appointed as 
Clerk, it is possible that the consequent total number of hours 
could be reduced as noted in Recommendation 4 below. 

 

 iv) Council agrees that any vacancy for the post of Deputy or Senior 
Administrator will be recruited to as a part-time position on a 12 
month fixed term contract initially. 

 

 a) It is hoped there will be a great deal of positive change in the 
village during 2021 and the requirement for the staff hours 
needs to be flexible enough to accommodate this.  

 

 The chair of the Working Group explained the membership of the group 
and the process that had led to the recommendations. 

 

 A member of the working group spoke against the recommendations 
which were felt to be at fault in proposing that the new Clerk’s role should 
continue to focus on legal compliance and governance duties. 

 

 It was felt that the new Clerk should manage all of the demands of the 
Council and staff and also manage contractors as well as having more 
focus on financial management. 

 

 It was pointed out that there were likely to be difficulties in filling the post 
and a suggestion made that the Council should appoint the best 
candidate available and then look to fill any knowledge gaps through the 
recruitment to other vacancies. 
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 It was suggested that the appointment of a replacement GFO be delayed 
until later in the year because of the hold on development work at the 
Council’s facilities as proposed in the Interim Plan. 

 

 It was pointed out that it was impossible to provide recommendations that 
covered every eventuality and that existing staff contracts needed to be 
considered. 

 

 There was support for the recommendations as a starting point and 
recognition of the importance of building in flexibility going forward.  

 

 It was proposed that recommendation i) b) be taken in advance of i) a)  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 It was proposed that recommendation i) b) be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 7 in favour, Cllr McWilliam 
abstaining and Cllrs Brown, Burgess, Chatburn and Clayton 
against. 

 

 It was proposed that recommendation i) a) be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 6 in favour, Cllr Clarke abstaining 
and Cllrs Brown, Burgess, Chatburn, Clayton and Hollingworth 
against. 

 

 It was proposed that recommendation ii) a) and b) be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 7 in favour, Cllr Clarke abstaining 

and Cllrs Brown, Chatburn, Clayton and Hollingworth. 
 

 It was proposed that recommendation iii) a) and b) be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 10 in favour and Cllrs Brown and 
McWilliam abstaining. 

 

 It was proposed that recommendation iv) a) be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 7 in favour and Cllrs Brown, 
Burgess, Clayton, Hollingworth and McWilliam abstaining. 

 

 The Chair went on to ask for volunteers to meet with LRALC to evaluate the job 
description for the new Clerk’s role.  It was agreed that Cllrs Clarke, Clayton and 
Jones take part. 

 

21/045 Committee Reports  

 21/044b) Planning Committee – 13th January and 18th January 2021 – noted.  

21/045 Planning  

 21/045a) Applications received during the month  

  There were no matters arising.  

21/046 Finances  

 21/046a) Bank Reconciliation and Statements   

  Members received the documents for approval.  

  The Chair pointed out that the reserves were healthy and in line with 
Council’s policy in that they amounted to just over 50% of the precept. 

 

  It was proposed that the documents be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  
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 21/046b) Payments List  

  Members received a list of payments made under vouchers 483-550 
in the sum of £38,621.96 for approval. 

 

  It was proposed that the list be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 21/046c) Monthly and Year End Reports  

  Income from Hired Facilities – Noted.  

 The Chair asked any members of the public present to leave at this point.  

21/047 Confidential Items  

 21/047a) Furloughed Staff – Return to Work  

  Members received the report of the Clerk with a recommendation that 
a members of furloughed staff return to work in view of the recent 
resignation of the Grounds and Facilities Officer. 

 

  It was proposed that the recommendation be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried unanimously.  

21/048 Date of next meeting  

 Tuesday, 6th April 2021  

 The Chair closed the meeting.  

 Items for future agendas  

 The Clerk left the meeting at this point to allow informal discussion to proceed.  

 


