
 

 

  
   

              
                

 

 

For the Parish Council Meeting October 6th 2020

Report of Jane Hollingworth 

Re: Improving Play Amenity on Caves Field 

Purpose of Report 

To highlight the need to improve the play amenity on Caves Field following the removal of some 
play equipment. 

Background 

The small play area on Caves Field is attractively located in the corner of the plot beneath some 
semi mature Oak trees and is used by toddlers and young children up to the age of around eight 
years of age, the area is primarily used by children on the west side of the old A6 and children 
also on their way home from St Bartholomew’s school. Recently some of the play equipment has 
been removed due to rotting at ground level although on inspection of the remaining stumps the 
wood in most cases still seems in reasonable condition. This has left quite a large area within the 
enclosed play space without play equipment, the only remaining play equipment is a slide, one 
swing and a rocking version of a seesaw that requires two children and a very small amount of 
wood balancing equipment. The ROSPA inspection has indicated this will need removing in 
around the next couple of years. 

Proposal 

Proposal - To ratify the decision of the G & F committee that the Activity Treehouse by Red 
Monkey is purchased at a price of £13,749 this includes the price for delivery and fixing - wood 
guaranteed for 10 years. ( see photo of proposed location ) This is made by a local firm based at 
Wigston. 

The Treehouse would look lovely in the area and it is hoped would give children the wow factor, 
stimulate a varied play experience suiting various abilities and ages with access by steps,climbing 
nets etc. There is a den underneath the main tower and a high level crawl through tunnel with 
coloured perspex windows from the main tower to one of the others. It is big enough to 
accommodate several children playing on the equipment at the same time encouraging 
interaction. 

Some extra bonded rubber crumb surfacing will need to be added around the equipment to 
match the existing at an estimated price of £1,000 - £1,300 Red Monkey would work with the 
supplier of the original bonded rubber surface so it matched perfectly with it. 

The proposed play equipment has a natural play feel and appeal and would be in harmony with 
the surroundings. It is desirable that the play area be distinct from the children’s play area on the 
SO to give children in the village a variety of play options. 

Restricting the area to the under eight year olds - this is because it is good practice to have the 
older and younger children’s play separated as on the Stafford Orchard. Older children can be 
boisterous and intimidate tots/young children and damage play equipment, also at the moment 
this is the age range of the children that use the area and it is also the age range of existing play 
equipment. Older children use Caves Field for various ball games. 

Total Cost £15,500 

APPENDIX 6



Recommendations 

That the Council ratify the decision made at the G and F committee approving the purchase of the 
Activity Tree House and associated costs in the budget 2021/2022 or before as finances allow at a 
cost of £15,500 

Small additional items could be added in the future if and when they could be afforded at a 
relatively small cost 

Financial Implications 

Children’s Play equipment tends to be pricey but as there are no moving parts it should remain 
maintenance free for many years. 

Risk Management 

All children’s play equipment has some risks but the equipment suggested is no more risky than 
the existing equipment. 

To make sure our facilities remain well looked after and are a credit to the village- Failure to do this 
could lead to vandalism and the area becoming run down. 
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