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Planning Committee – 17th August 2020 
 

Report of the Clerk 
 

RE: REVIEW PROCEDURE FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS (NP) 
Purpose of the report 
To address a query raised at the last meeting. 
Background 
A query was raised at the last Planning Committee on 20th July 2020 about the procedure for 
updating the village’s Neighbourhood Plan. 
The following guidance is available via the gov.uk website: 

When will it be necessary to review and update a neighbourhood plan? 
A neighbourhood plan must set out the period for which it is to have effect (section 
38B(1)(a) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). Neighbourhood plan 
policies remain in force until the plan policy is replaced. 
 
There is no requirement to review or update a neighbourhood plan. However, policies 
in a neighbourhood plan may become out of date, for example if they conflict with 
policies in a local plan covering the neighbourhood area that is adopted after the 
making of the neighbourhood plan. In such cases, the more recent plan policy takes 
precedence. In addition, where a policy has been in force for a period of time, other 
material considerations may be given greater weight in planning decisions as the 
evidence base for the plan policy becomes less robust. To reduce the likelihood of a 
neighbourhood plan becoming out of date once a new local plan (or spatial 
development strategy) is adopted, communities preparing a neighbourhood plan 
should take account of latest and up-to-date evidence of housing need, as set out 
in guidance. 

Communities in areas where policies in a neighbourhood plan that is in force have 
become out of date may decide to update their plan, or part of it. The neighbourhood 
area will already be designated, but the community may wish to consider whether the 
designated area is still the most suitable area to plan for. 

Further information is also available here:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-
planning--2?utm_source=59bd2d28-4ebd-4761-af20-
742d84865702&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=daily#updating-neighbourhood-plan  

Proposal 
That the committee consider the government guidance and put into place measures to 
monitor the need to review the village’s neighbourhood plan. 
Timescale 
With immediate effect. 
Recommendations 

i) That members consider the need for a working group to be appointed to monitor the 
latest evidence of housing need. 

ii) That a regular item be added to the Planning Committee agenda to receive reports 
from the group. 

Financial Implications 
There are no financial implications to consider. 
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Risk Assessment 
There is a risk that the Neighbourhood Plan will become out of date if monitoring procedures 
are not in place to pick up on national planning policy changes. 


