
   
   

        
      

 
          
      
     
    

  
      

      

  

          
     

  

      
 

   

         
         

   

  

    

       

         
          

      

     

         

        
           

           
      

             
          
       

     
         

    

       
       

Appendix 3 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
Tuesday 1ST September 2020 at 7.00pm 

Present: 
Cllr Byron Chatburn - Chair Cllr Olwen Jones Cllr Janice Slater 
Cllr Joanna Clarke Cllr John Key Cllr Carolyn Thornborow 
Cllr Josh Clayton Cllr Andy McWilliam 
Cllr Jane Hollingworth Cllr Roger Price 
Also in attendance: 
Borough Councillors Richard Shepherd and Jane Hunt. 
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Christina Gibbs 

Minute Item Action 

The Chair welcomed all the meeting and reminded everyone that proceedings 
were to be recorded. 

20/130 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Burgess, Parks and County 
Councillor Hilary Fryer. 

20/131 Declarations of Interest 

The Chair called for members to declare any personal or pecuniary interests in 
the items on the agenda at this point or as the meeting progressed. 

There were no declarations. 

20/132 Public Participation 

There were two members of public present. 

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow the public to speak. 

A resident of School Lane was pleased to see that members were to consider 
options for controlling the use of the rear playground at the Old School later on 
the agenda and expressed his preference for Option 3 and 3a). 

The Chair thanked the resident for his comments. 

There were no other members of the public wishing to speak. 

The Chair reconvened the meeting and invited the members who had manned 
the Councillors’ Surgery on the 28th August to report back to the meeting. 

It was reported that it had been a busy surgery and that matters raised had been 
registered at the Parish Office for follow up. 

There had been a request for dogs to be kept on leads in Stafford Orchard, a 
litter bin to be installed by the bus stop on Loughborough Road by Farley Way 
and maintenance works to be done on the footpath between Victoria Street and 
Station Road and between Mansfield Avenue and Rawlins Academy. There had 
also been a complaint about children using the compost bins in Stafford Orchard 
to climb into a garden on Stoop Lane. 

BCllr Shepherd confirmed that he had been able to offer some useful contact 
numbers at the Borough Council at the surgery. 
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Minute Item Action 

20/133 County Councillor Matters 

CCllr Fryer had submitted a written report. 

The Chair was pleased to receive the report which he felt was useful for review 
prior to the meeting and was good for the public to have too. 

20/134 Borough Council Matters 

Members received the written report of BCllrs Shepherd and Hunt which was 
noted. 

20/134b) Future Horse Fairs – members received advice confirming that the 
Parish Council would be notified in advance of future Horse Fairs 
taking place. 

20/0134c) Food and Craft Fair – 6th September 2020 

A member questioned whether the Parish Council been formally 
consulted about the forthcoming Food and Craft Fair. 

The Clerk confirmed that the organisers had sought and been granted 
permission to use the Banks at the July meeting of Council. 

The member went on to request if the staff had done a risk 
assessment for the event. 

It was confirmed that staff had worked with the organisers of the event 
to make sure that adequate toilet and handwashing facilities were 
available to cope with the increased number of people likely to come 
to the village, but that the responsibility for risk assessments lay with 
the organiser. 

The member asked, if there were to be a peak in Charnwood in an 
area south of Loughborough, can the Council be confident that it has 
done all it could have reasonable done to mitigate against it? 

The Clerk said that she was confident that the Parish Council had 
done all that it could and that it was the Borough Council that held the 
authority to regulate the event. 

20/135 Minutes of the last meeting 

The Chair invited members to suggest corrections to the minutes. 

20/122b) 2020/21 Revised Budget – Covid 19 adjusted. 

Members had questioned whether the planned increase in payment to 
the Public Works Loan Board to clear the Old School loan was to go 
ahead. It was clarified that it was on hold until the end of the current 
financial year 2020/21 and that a decision would be made as to 
whether to repay in the next financial year 2021/22, when preparing 
the budget and setting the precept for the financial year 2021/22. 

20/122e) Climate Change – It was clarified that it was the appointment of a lead 
member to a working group that had been defeated. The Clerk 
agreed to revisit the issue and provide more detail about the 
responsibilities of the role. 

Clerk 

20/129 It was pointed out that the date of the next meeting should have read 
1st September 2020. 

Cllr Jane Hunt joined the meeting at this point. She apologised for her lateness. 
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Minute Item Action 

20/136 Clerk’s Report 

20/122f Strategic Plan Public Consultation - The Clerk agreed to provide paper Clerk 
copies for the library. 

20/137 Policing Matters 

Members had received a link to the Charnwood West area of the Police website 
for the latest news on crime in the village via the agenda. 

There were no matters arising. 

20/138 Councillors’ Surgery 

Members had heard about matters raised at the last surgery earlier in the 
meeting. 

20/138a) It was agreed that Cllrs Clarke, Clayton and McWilliam attend the next 
surgery on 26th September 2020. 

The Clerk recommended that members report back issues raised at 
surgeries rather than try to resolve them on the spot. 

20/139 Resolutions 

The Chair proposed that item 10.2 on the agenda be taken at this point to deal 
with the matter of interest to a member of public present. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/139a) Old School Tea Room – To discuss options for formalising the use of 
outside areas of the Old School site as part of the forthcoming rent 
negotiations. 

Members received the report of the Chair which set down three 
possible options for regularising the use of the outside areas. 

It was recognised that the rear playground was not included in the Tea 
Room’s lease but that there was reference to the proprietor providing 
outdoor seating. 

It was also recognised that use of the area by the Tea Room was the 
subject of regular complaints from neighbours of the Old School. 

A member called for the Council to consider the longer-term aims for 
the area as complementary to other users of the building. 

The Chair felt that Option 3 allowed for that. 

There were some misgivings about the “special occasions” term under 
option 3(b) which was felt to be too vague. 

Some members felt that a certain level of noise should be expected by 
neighbours and that it should be left to staff to control the level. 

Members recognised that the tenant offered a very popular service 
and said that the rent negotiations should not jeopardise that. 

It was suggested that the Council act with leniency at what is a difficult 
time for businesses in general. 

The Clerk confirmed that there was a further two years to run on the 
lease and the Council was not in a position to impose changes to its 
terms. 

A member suggested that that the rear playground be used as it was 
when the building was a primary school. 
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Minute Item Action 

It was recognised that contractors my need to use the area when 
working on the building in the future. 

The Chair summarised the comments that had been made. 

Members considered recommended Option 3 and clauses a) and b) 
as a starting point for negotiation. 

An amendment was proposed to Clause 3b) to “limited access to be 
negotiated” rather than “special occasion”. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be defeated. 

It was felt that aspects of clause b) were unmanageable and needed 
adjusting but, with that in mind, it was proposed that Council formalise 
the use of the outside areas of the Old School by the Lessee as part 
of the scheduled rent negotiations based on Option 3, 3 a) and 3 b), to 
ensure market value is being properly assessed, to allow for wider use 
of the rear playground and in recognition of the concerns of 
neighbours. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/139b) Christmas Lights 2020-24 – to receive the report of the Clerk and 
recommendations for the letting of a five-year contract. 

The Clerk clarified that the price had reduced by the removal of the 
cost of providing lights in the tress on the Station Road Car Park. 

It was agreed to include provision for a future review and to curtail the 
contract in the terms and conditions. 

Cllr Key 

It was proposed that, pending the acceptance of the Council’s Terms 
and Conditions, it enters into a five-year contract for the installation of 
Christmas lights at a cost of £6580 per annum and a total price of 
£32,900 for the five-year contract term. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

20/140 Committee Reports 

20/140a) Grounds and Facilities Committee – Extraordinary Meeting -
27th July 2020 – noted. 

20/140b) Planning Committee – 17th August 2020 – noted. 

BCllrs Shepherd and Hunt left the meeting at this point. 

20/141 Governance Report Action Plan 

20/141a) The following amendments were agreed to the action plan. 

Item 9 – Complete. Clerk 

Item 29 – On hold until after Staffing Review. Clerk 

Item 30 - Complete. Clerk 

Item 36 – Complete. Clerk 

20/141b) 12 month review of Action Plan - Feedback from Leicestershire and 
Rutland Association of Local Councils. 

Members were pleased to receive positive feedback about the 
progress that had been made in implementing the recommendations 
of the Governance Review. 
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Minute Item Action 

20/142 Councillor Reports 

20/142a) Rawlins Academy/QPC Liaison Committee 

Members received the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2020. 

It was confirmed that Elizabeth Walling was representing Rawlins in 
the Community. 

A member had prepared feedback to the questions raised within the 
minutes as follows: 

A previous liaison agreement and the most recent Rawlins/Parish 
Council Liaison policy (2013) were discussed. It was agreed that the 
contents remain relevant and that greater clarity should be sought on: 

What both parties, and the village, want from closer liaison 

QPC wishes to understand how it can help and support a major 
business in the village as well as identify and explain how the 
business impacts on the village community. 

Who is it best to involve, and at what level? 

2 Councillors would be able to represent QPC and would anticipate 
that the representatives of Rawlins Academy (QR) will be able to 
speak openly but with a need to refer to their own Board as 
necessary. 

How we get there 

The liaison meetings should be scheduled to happen rather than 
left in abeyance to see if they are needed after consultation. They 
will then identify their best purpose in a short period of time and be 
able to demonstrate to the public that there is some accountability 
and shared responsibility with the stakeholders for issues of shared 
interest. 

What the scope of any liaison group should be 

The liaison meeting has identified some items for its scope in the 
minutes. It is probably best that not too much time is taken in 
establishing terms of reference and debating a logo for the group. 

Members felt the meetings should focus on the positive and not 
become a forum to submit complaints about things like parking, litter 
and student behaviour. 

A member called for a clear purpose of the meetings be established 
before it proceeded. 

It was agreed that the Cllr Clarke feedback the Council’s response to Clarke 
Rawlins. 

20/143 Planning 

20/143a) Members received the Planning Committee’s report on applications 
that had been received since the last meeting. 

There were no applications requiring comments to be submitted to the 
Borough Council. 

20/143b) Planning for the Future – Housing White Paper 

Members received three consultation documents which set out 
changes to the current planning system. 
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Minute Item Action 

The Planning Committee Chair felt that the first and third paper are out 
with the interests and competence of the Parish Council. 

The second paper, Planning for the Future, was for the Parish Council 
to consider. 

Members had also received comments from YourLocale on the 
forthcoming review. 

It was agreed for the matter to be referred to the Planning Committee 
to prepare comments for Council approval. 

Clerk 

The Planning Committee chair agreed to circulate relevant documents 
to all members. 

Clerk 

Members recognised the value of the village having a Neighbourhood 
Plan in place. 

It was agreed that the views of the BCllr Shepherd and Hunt be 
sought for the next meeting. 

Clerk 

20/144 Finances 

20/144a) Bank Reconciliation and Statements 

It was proposed that the documents be approved. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/144b) Payments List 

Members received a list of payments made under vouchers 145-197 
in the sum of £22,907.51. 

It was proposed that the list be approved. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/145 Date of next meeting 

Tuesday, 6th October 2020. 

The Chair closed the meeting. 

The Clerk left the meeting at this point to allow informal discussion about items 
for future agendas. 
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