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APPENDIX 11 

 
 

Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 

RE: Benches in Stafford Orchard Park  

Purpose of the report 

To bring before council a suggestion of replacement benches in Stafford Orchard Park  

Background 

Recently the wooden benches on the performance area at Stafford Orchard Park were 

vandalised. Four benches have been removed from the area and require replacing. It has 

been suggested that benches made from a recycled plastic composite material could be 

used to replace the original wooden benches. Recycles composite benches are likely to last 

longer than traditional wooden benches, be more resistant to vandalism and be a more eco 

friendly option. Additionally, the supplier of the original wooden benches is no longer in 

business, because of this any new benches will look different to the old ones as well as 

different dimensions, although a similar style may be available.  

Proposal 

Below is an image of a bench made from recycled composite material, which is as close to 

the existing style as possible.   
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Timescale 

Delivery is likely to be within a couple of weeks from placing the order. 

Recommendations 

i. That council install benches made of recycled plastic composite, as per the photo 
above, when replacing the damaged benches in Stafford Orchard park. 
 

ii. It would be sensible to gradually replace all benches with recycled composite 
benches, as and when they are required in future.   

Financial Implications 

The composite benches cost £640 each which compares favourably with the teak benches 
which need replacing and were purchased over 10 years ago at around £500. 

A claim will be put through the insurance to cover the cost of the damage caused by 
vandalism. This will incur a £500 excess charge.  

Risk Assessment 

Not replacing the benches will reduce the amount of seating in Stafford Orchard park, at a 
time when outdoor spaces are likely to be busier than usual, potentially meaning people don’t 
have the facility to sit down around the performance area of the park.   


