
      
    

 

   

 
           

   
 

 
         

     
 

       

 
          

    
 

   

         

    

          
       

 

           
 

 

       

         

         

            
      

 

       

   

    

            

         
    

 

         
      

 

      
    

   

      

        

      
       

APPENDIX 1

Item 

Minutes of the Grounds and Facilities Committee 
on Wednesday, 9th September 2020, 4.00pm 

Present: 

Cllr Andrew Brown Cllr Joanna Clarke 

Cllr Byron Chatburn - Chair Cllr Jane Hollingworth 

Also, in attendance: Grounds and Facilities Officer and Senior Admin Officer. 
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk, Christina Gibbs 

Action 

The first item of business was to appoint a chair for the meeting with Cllr Price 
having tendered his apologies. 

Cllr Brown nominated Cllr Chatburn. With no other nominations made, it was 
proposed that Cllr Chatburn chair the meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and thanked Tricia Wray of the 
Community Library Team for attending. 

20/038 Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Jones, Parks, Price and Slater 

20/039 Declarations of Interests 

The Chair reminded members of their obligation to declare any personal or 
prejudicial interests in the items on the agenda. 

The Clerk declared a personal interest as a volunteer member of the Stafford 
Orchard Advisory Group (SOAG). 

20/040 Minutes of the last meeting 

The Chair invited members to suggest corrections to the minutes. 

The Clerk pointed out that there was a duplicate minute number of 20/031. 

With no other suggested corrections, it was proposed that the minutes be 
accepted as a true account of the meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/041 Reports 

20/041a Clerk 

Chat Bench – Members received the report of Cllr Jones. 

It was proposed that the Council introduces Happy to Chat benches 
as part of its public seating provision. 

It was agreed that robust plaques should be manufactured for the 
benches rather than laminated signs as set down in the report. 
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Item Action 

The Clerk asked if there were any objections to the benches also 
having a memorial plaque. There were no objections raised. 

It was suggested that careful consideration be given to the siting of 
the benches to make sure that alternative provision was available for 
those who did not want to chat. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

The Chair proposed that the agenda be reordered to consider 6.1 at this point. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/041b Old School – to receive the Faithful and Gould (F&G) Options Report 
and the report of the G&FO 

The Chair suggested that members comment on the 
recommendations with a view to final proposals being put to Council. 

There were a number of shortfalls that the GFO had identified at the 
Old School. 

1. Limited toilet provision for main hall, office staff and library users. 

Members considered two options to address the shortfall. An infill 
provision from F&G at £127K using space in the rear playground 
and those of the G&FO utilising space in the Community Library 
at an estimated cost of £50-60k. 

Members preferred the infill option and it was suggested that the 
Council seek grant funding for that. 

There was also view that there was no need for either option with 
adequate toilet provision already existing. It was suggested that 
those using the main hall go outside to access the public toilets 
on site. 

The Chair disagreed and said that there was not adequate toilet 
provision and that the G&FO’s solution was a good idea, subject 
to proper design proposals, and that it offered a significant saving. 

There was some question whether the disabled toilet by the main 
hall was fit for purpose and a request for it to be checked against 
disability criteria made. 

G&FO 

Members requested that the minimum number of toilets required 
for the safe use of the building to be established before taking the 
matter further. 

G&FO 

2. Limited kitchen facilities for main hall and office staff. 

Members agreed that the proposed location for the kitchen was 
good and suggested that costed proposals be submitted to 
Council for approval. 

G&FO 
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Item Action 

3. Limited wheelchair access to School Lane entrance to main hall 

The G&FO had proposed that a modular ramp be installed at 
significantly reduced cost. 

Members were against the installation of a modular ramp and G&FO 
suggested that enquiries be made about the cost of masonry 
ramps at local shops for price comparison purposes. 

4. Limited wheelchair access to toilets from Community Room 

Members questioned the need to provide access to the toilets via 
a ramp. It was suggested that it was not unreasonable for users 
to go outside to access toilets. 

5. Outdoor Access to public toilets from the library and café when 
Community Room in use 

Members reviewed proposals to install a covered walkway to the 
public toilets. 

Members felt that there was no need for a covered walkway and 
that the outside route to the toilets was adequate for wheelchair 
users too therefore doing away with proposal 4. Above. 

The Chair invited Tricia Wray, representing the Community Library, to 
comment. She felt that her queries had already been covered. She 
did however question the need for the third door to the library. 

The Chair summarised the comments made by members and it was G&FO 
agreed that the G&FO prepare costed proposals for the access ramp 
and kitchen proposals for Council approval. 

20/041c Grounds and Facilities Officer (G&FO) 

Members received the G&FO’s report the content of which was noted. 

20/041d Community Library 

Members received the report of the Library Operations Group which 
was noted. 

20/041e Volunteer Organisations 

Stafford Orchard Advisory Group – Members received the minutes of 
the meeting held on Thursday, 27th August. The Chair was very 
pleased to see the group up and running and asked for the Council’s 
thanks to its members to be recorded. 

20/042 Resolutions 

20/042a) Village Hall Flat – to receive the report of the GFO re leasing options. 

Members thanked the G&&FO for his well-written report. 

It was proposed that: 

i) the property be leased as commercial space 
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Item Action 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

ii) that car parking spaces are allocated to the use. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

20/042b) Village Hall Flat – to receive quotes for new flooring. 

Members received details of quotes received for supply and fitting new 
flooring in the VH Flat. 

It was proposed that quote number 2 be accepted at a cost of 
£1079.17 plus VAT. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

20/042c) Village Hall – to receive quotes for roof repairs 

The G&FO explained that it had not been possible to obtain three 
quotes for the works needed to repair the roof at the Village Hall. 

It was proposed that Financial Regulations be suspended to allow the 
works to proceed on the basis of the two quotes received in view of 
the urgency of the works. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

It was proposed that the lowest quote be accepted at £3.2k plus VAT. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

20/042d) Old School – to receive wheelchair access ramp quotes. 

This matter had been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 

20/042e) Stafford Orchard Breedon Gravel Pathways – future repairs - to the 
assessment of the G&FO. 

The pathways had been assessed with grounds staff in response to 
complaints about puddles forming. It had been established that any 
puddles that did appear at times of raid did drain away very quickly 
and that there was an alternative tarmac path available across the 
park. 

It was also established that it was not possible to surface patch the 
paths and that major works would be required to prevent the forming 
of puddles. 

It was proposed that: 

i) The pathway condition is monitored over the next 12 to 24 
months with a report submitted after that timeframe by the GFO. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. G&FO 

20/042f) Caves Field Play Equipment – to receive the report of Cllr Hollingworth 

Members received the report of Cllr Hollingworth recommending that 
new play equipment be installed in the Under 8’s area on Caves Field. 
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Item Action 

It was proposed that the Activity Treehouse be installed at a cost of 
£13,749. 

The Clerk asked if the proposed equipment was to replace the 
recently lost Over 8’s provision in the area. 

It was confirmed that it was. 

The Chair pointed out that the committee did not have the authority to 
approve expenditure in excess of £10k and that the proposals needed 
to go to Council to consider as part of its budget setting processes. 

Cllr 
H/worth 

An amendment was proposed to approve the extra surfacing and the 
activity treehouse in principle with which year it will come into to be 
decided. 

RESOLVED: That the amendment be approved. 

RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. 

20/043 Development 

20/043a) Old School – to receive Faithful and Gould Options Report and report 
of the G&FO 

This matter had been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 

20/043b) VH & OS Essential and Wish List – to receive matters for clarification. 

Members were requested to provide further details on a number of 
items on the list. 

It was agreed that the G&FO prioritise the matters of Health and 
Safety concerns at the Village Hall. 

G&FO 

The Chair confirmed that he was about to provide a report confirming 
what was required for parish notices at the Old School. 

Cllr 
Chatburn 

It was also confirmed that the requirement for kitchen facilities in the 
library and community room was for the making of drinks only. 

20/044 Finance 

20/044a Net position by cost centre and code – noted. 

20/045 Items for future agenda 

(No debate or decision can be made about any items raised other than to decide 
if it should be included on a future agenda). 

Staff left the meeting at this point. 

20/046 Date of next meeting 

11th November 2020 
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