
APPENDIX 9 
Quorn Parish Council – 4th August 2020 

 
Report of the Clerk 

 
RE: BARROW ROAD RAISED FOOTPATH 

Purpose of the report 

To revisit a resolution made at the meeting of Council on 5th November 2019. 

Background 

The Chair of Council and the Clerk met with representatives of Barrow upon Soar Parish (BPC) in 
October 2019 to discuss complaints about the recent closure of the raised footpath between the 
villages at Barrow Road.  The footpath had been closed by the County Council on safety grounds.  

BPC had been in touch with the County Council and had discovered that there were no immediate 
plans to repair the footpath because of the availability of the alternative route across The Slabs.  
The County Council had suggested that the parish councils enter into a joint venture to seek 
funding for the repair of the footpath if it found that public opinion would support that. 

Both parish councils agreed to seek approval from their respective members for a public 
consultation exercise and that estimated costings be sought from the County Council to help inform 
the exercise. 

It is with the above in mind that a report was presented to the November meeting of Council to 
suggest that a public consultation exercise be embarked upon.  The resulting resolution is below: 

Extract from the November 2019 meeting of Council: 

 19/161a Meeting with Barrow upon Soar Parish Council re poor condition of 

raised footpath between the villages. 

 

  It was agreed that evidence in support of saving the footpath be sought 

at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 

Clerk 

 

A meeting with the County Council was held on 18th December 2019.  The minutes and estimated 
costings are attached at Appendix 9(a) & 9(b). 

However, the Annual Parish Meeting has not taken place this year and there has not been the 
opportunity to have the public consultation exercise as planned.   

There is also further information that would have been presented to the public at the Annual Parish 
Meeting which has been prepared by Cllr John Key that members need to consider. 

It looks at the alternative route to the raised footpath across The Slabs and suggests a possible 
option for reducing the length of the diversion for those wishing to travel to the Farley Way end of 
the village.  The proposals are attached at Appendix 9(c). 

Proposal 

Members are now asked to consider both the estimated costings received from the County Council 
for the repair of the footpath and the alternative proposals before proceeding. 

Recommendations 

i) Go to public consultation on the repair of the raised footpath with the estimated costs 
prepared by the County Council stating that, should there be no grant available, then the 
costs would have to be borne by the two parish councils the split to be decided with the 
knowledge that the whole of the footpath is within the Quorn parish. 

ii) To progress with the alternative proposal off The Slabs. Obtaining costs and exploring if the 
County Council would fund the works. 

iii) To progress with neither i) or ii) as there is access off The Slabs now.  
iv) To obtain permission to install a pedestrian gate similar to the bridge access to allow 

pedestrian access out to the road and then along to Pilings Lock access road. 

 



Financial Implications 

Should there be no grants available then the costs would be borne by the parishes. The split to be 
agreed. 

Risk Assessment 

The figures given by the County Council are a Scheme Estimate and may rise by 20-30% when a 
detailed quote is worked up. 
 
In addition, the description seems odd as a replacement pathway would be unlikely to be achieved 
without a substantial widening of the overall access way with the additional materials required. A 
supported like for like replacement would be the least cost however this may not be acceptable to 
the Highways Authority. 
 
There is no sketch to show the what the scheme proposal price includes however, from the 
elemental cost breakdown, they may have assumed installing a pipe alongside the road in the ditch 
and filling over this to achieve the support for the walkway.  

 


