
APPENDIX 9 
 

Grant Application to Quorn Parish Council (QPC) from Quorn in Bloom (QiB) 

For the Council meeting of 2 April 2019 

 

Attached are a Grant Application form and a Service Level Agreement 

 

Quorn in Bloom started as an informal group of village volunteers acting under the leadership of 

Jane Hollingworth to improve the gardening of some areas of QPC land.  It grew out of the work 

which Jane had done for many years in maintaining the Memorial Garden.  In 2015 she was asked 

by the QPC Environment Committee to enter the village into the national In Bloom competition.  

To this end QiB has encouraged many residents and groups to care for their areas and has 

distinguished the village by winning a gold award and never achieving less than silver gilt.  Most of 

QiB’s own work is done on land controlled by QPC and the remainder is on prominent areas of the 

village under the control of other local authorities.   

 

Using QPC’s volunteers and insurance QiB maintained the Memorial Garden and Spinney Drive 

planter, and developed Church View Garden.  More recently it has developed the Loughborough 

Road entrance and poppy beds (the latter with the Scouts), and the bed on Station Road.   The group 

has changed from being an informal group of volunteers to be a charity with a constitution, 

members and an elected committee, a bank account requiring two signatures on every payment, and 

buying its own public and volunteers liability insurance. 

 

Until now QiB’s expenses have been met from Environment Committee funds, paying expenses 

against receipts for smaller purchases. Larger purchases have been made by the Council directly 

with the prior approval of the Environment Committee.  This fairly informal control does not fit 

well with the Council’s new approach to governance (this was referred to by Chris Rolley) and the 

Parish Clerk has recently invited the group to apply for a grant from QPC to cover routine annual 

expenses – hence this application. 

 

The total grant application is for £1,550 for delivering the items described in the attached service 

level agreement for the financial year 2019-2020.   This is structured as follows: 

 £ 

 *600 Memorial Garden 

 *500 Church View Garden (inc, minor sites) 

    450 Overhead (insurance, hand tools, volunteer expenses/refreshments, etc)  

 1,550 Total annual cost 

 

These figures are closely based on the historic costs of QiB doing this work.  * The Environment 

Committee already has within its 2019-2020 budget two sums for QiB expenses - £600 for the 

running costs of the Memorial Garden and £500 for the running costs of Church View Garden.  This 

total of £1,100 could be abstracted from that budget and transposed into being part of this grant to 

QiB.    

 

It should be noted that QiB will not be entering Quorn into the In Bloom competition in 2019.  

Should the competition be entered in future years there will be an additional need for expenses of 

c£450. 

 

In the past some Councillors have referred to QiB as being just like any other local voluntary group.  

This is not so.  Unlike most other local groups QiB does not exist to satisfy the interests of its 

members nor to serve a small segment of the population.  It came into being to pursue the aspiration 

of Quorn Parish Council to enter the In Bloom competition, and the necessary work (which is 



executed to the highest horticultural standards) is intended to enhance the beauty and bio-diversity 

the village for the benefit of all the people of Quorn.  Councillors may have seen the recently 

published scientific research proving the link between beautiful surroundings and well-being.  One 

of the effects of beautifying the village is that it tends to attract people to Quorn which supports the 

local retail and catering economies.   

 

This application is for a large figure compared with the generality of QPC grants but that is the 

wrong comparison.  This application would more aptly be compared to the many tens of thousands 

spent by QPC on staff and contractors maintaining other parts of Quorn’s green environment.  It is 

exceptionally good value for money, and the horticultual standard of QiB’s work is very high and 

widely appreciated by residents.   It has the added advantage of inviting residents to volunteer to 

maintain and beautify their own village for the benefit of all. 

 

Some Councillors have suggested in the past that QiB should raise its own funds by obtaining 

grants from other parties and it does do this, particularly for projects on land not under the control 

of QPC.  But its core activity is horticulture for QPC and its volunteers have been invited to do that, 

not spend their energies on fund raising.  Very simply, if the Council wants to encourage village 

volunteers to save it considerable funds by delivering first class public horticulture for the 

beautification of Quorn and the pleasure of its residents it can expect to pay the expenses of that 

work. 

 

  

 

Service Level Agreement 

Between  Quorn Parish Council and Quorn in Bloom from 1 April 2019 

The service agreement is for the horticultural maintenance of the following areas on behalf of the 

Quorn Parish Council by the Quorn in Bloom group utilising volunteers: 

Church View Garden 

Memorial Garden 

The Loughborough Road Entrance bed 

The Spinney Drive Planter 

Station Road Car Park Bed 

Loughborough Road Poppy Bed (for as long as it exists ) 

The services executed under this agreement shall be: 
• Carried out with reasonable care and good horticultural practice.  
• To tend, develop and maintain the horticulture of above areas / planters and  
• In the Memorial Garden planters will be planted with seasonal bedding. 

The Parish Council shall provide money in the form of an annual grant for  
• Insurance and other overheads 
• Plants/compost/food/aggregate etc. 
• Hand tools and equipment to enable the work 
• Volunteer expenses and refreshments 
• Cost for 2019 and successive years £1,550 

If the East Midlands in Bloom Competition is entered the Parish Council will meet the entry costs 

and expenditure incurred by it at c£450  

In addition the Parish Council will directly pay for:   
•  Water consumed by QiB 
• Grass cutting at Church View Garden 
• Any tree work needed 
• Maintenance of garden hard landscape and infrastructure, including paths, water supply, 

seating, etc  



 
GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 

 
Please complete in dark ink and BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS or type 

 

Name  
(Cheque payable to) 

 

Quorn in Bloom 

Charity No: 
 

QiB is an unregistered charity, ie no reg number 
 

Name of contact: 
 

Jane Hollingworth 

Contact address: 
(please include postcode) 
 
 

13 Warwick Avenue, Quorn, Loughborough, Leicestershire 
LE12 8HD 

Contact telephone no: 
 

01509 412890 

Contact email address: 
 

janehollingworth@ymail.com 

Position in organisation: 
 

Chair 

What services, facilities 
and/or activities does 
your organisation 
provide? 

High quality public horticulture, mainly on Quorn Parish 
Council land utilising volunteers 

Approximately, how 
many Quorn residents 
benefit from the above 
service, facility and/or 
activity? 

All of them – c5,000 

Purpose for which grant 
aid is sought: 

See attachment for details 
The expenses of delivering the service on QPC land 

Amount of grant aid 
sought: 

£1,550 

Please state briefly how 
a grant would benefit the 
community and/or 
residents of Quorn. 

See attachment for details 
1   Opportunities for volunteering 
2   High quality public horticulture leading to well being 
3   Strengthening Quorn’s economy, especially retail and 
catering 

 



Completed forms should be returned to: 
 
Parish Clerk 
64 Leicester Road 
Quorn 
LE12 8BB 
 
t: 01509 414491 
e: parishclerk@quorndon.com 
www.quorndon.com 
 

 

NOTE TO APPLICANTS:  Eligibility criteria for the award of grants 
 

• The amount of the award will be at the discretion of the Parish Council 
 

• Grants will be awarded to voluntary groups and societies, clubs, not-for-profit 
organisations, charities operating in the Quorn area where the benefit will be for the area. 
 

• Grants will not be awarded to individuals or to regional or national charities unless it 
is for a specific project in the Quorn area or where there will be obvious benefit to the 
Council's area. 
 

• The purpose for which the grant is made must be in the interest of the Quorn area 
or any part of it or all or some of the inhabitants of the Quorn area which is defined by the 
boundaries of the Parish.  The benefit to the area or inhabitants must be commensurate 
with the expenditure. 
 

• Groups from outside the Parish who can demonstrate direct benefit to the area are 
eligible to apply. 
 

• The Parish Council will take into account any previous grant made to an 
organisation or group when considering a new application 
 

• No grant will be awarded to or for any commercial venture for private gain. 
 

• Retrospective applications will not be funded where the expenditure had been 
made, the project has been carried out or the event has taken place. 
 
How will the application be assessed? 
 

• How well the grant will meet the needs of the community, providing positive benefit 
to the inhabitants. 
 

• Whether the organisation or group could reasonably have been expected to obtain 
sufficient funding from another, perhaps more appropriate source. 
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