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APPENDIX 7 

Grounds and Facilities Committee – 9th September 2020 

Report of the Grounds and Facilities Officer 

RE: VILLAGE HALL FLAT LEASING OPTIONS 

Purpose of the report 

To bring before council options for the use of the flat above the village hall 

Background 

The flat above the village hall has been used in different ways, historically, including being 
used as a residential flat and more recently as a commercial office space for the parish 
council staff. It has been sitting empty since early 2020 and could provide a useful source of 
income if it were rented out again. The property is currently set up as a commercial space, 
with regards to fire safety (Alarm, lighting, signage and extinguishers etc) which would have 
cost money to convert from a residential setup, and although this hasn’t been costed out, it 
would cost money again to reconvert if residential option was chosen. Noise from the village 
hall can be heard from the flat, especially in the room directly over the stage, because of this 
it has been suggested that a residential tenant may be possible, but may not be appropriate.  

Proposal 

That the flat above the village hall should be rented out, as either: 

Option 1 – Commercial office space  

Option 2 – Residential dwelling 

Timescale 

Once flooring has been fitted, door replaced, external handle installed on rear entrance and 
pre lease safety inspections carried out, the property could be advertised quickly.  

Recommendations 

i. Council opt to lease the property as commercial space 
ii. That some car parking spaces (probably two) are allocated to the property 

Financial Implications 

The table below shows appraisal figures including proposed income, fees and 3-year 
forecast for both commercial and residential options.  

 Proposed Income Fees 3 Year income 
minus fees 

Commercial – Minimum 
3-year lease 

£7500 per annum £1500 +vat Total £21000 

Residential A £600-650 per 
month 

£200+vat set up fee 
+ 8%+vat pcm 

£19672 

Residential B £650-700 per 
month 

£420+vat set up fee 
+ 14%+vat pcm 

£19632 

Note: 3-year calculations are based on lower figure of proposed income and fees are based 
on a fully managed arrangement with estate agent. 
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Risk Assessment 

If the property is not leased at all, it would potentially lead to a missed opportunity to 

generate income 

Due to the uniqueness of the property, it is difficult to estimate how long it might take to find a 

tenant for the property regardless of whether it is rented on a commercial or residential basis. 

It is difficult to say how quickly the property would be let once advertised, given the current 

financial climate and any economic repercussions from the coronavirus pandemic. 

There could be problematic tenants although this is always a risk with rental properties and 

risk would be minimised by using a professional property management company to fully 

manage the lease.  


