
Quorn Old School Grant Application  

A grant application to the Quorn Old School charity  

From Ken Brown, Chairman of the Finance Committee, 7 March 2019 

On behalf of Quorn Parish Council 

 

Summary 

This grant application is for £3,500 towards a £20,500 project for some extras following the 

successful completion of Phase 2 of the Quorn Old School refurbishment (Phase 2a being part paid 

for by the Quorn Old School charity).   This project will provide: 

1 A small amount of additional external painting which will increase the weather resistance of 

the Old School – estimated cost £1,400 

2 Acoustic treatment of the principal rooms of the Old School to reduce the reverberation time 

– estimated cost £8,000 

3 A sliding folding acoustic screen in the large hall which will allow two functions to take 

place at the same time or a single function in the combined space – estimated cost £7,000 

4 Fencing to bottom of front playground and top of rear playground estimated cost £4,100 

Total estimated cost £20,500 

 

This will be funded by an estimated saving of £17,000 from the Tarmac grant for Phase 2b and this 

proposed grant from the Quorn Old School charity. 

 

The Background 

Ten years ago the village overwhelmingly voted to buy and bring into community use the Old 

School.   The freehold cost was £300,000 and this was met by the Parish Council, which now owns 

the building, with a 50 year loan from the Public Works Loan Board, the cost of which is presently 

met from taxes. 

 

At the time of purchase it was reasonably envisaged that there would be National Lottery funding 

available to allow work to be carried out to bring the building into use.   Due to the banking crisis of 

2007/2008, Lottery funding being channelled into the Olympic Games, a change of policy at Big 

Lottery and a decline in Heritage Lottery income circumstances changed and it became expedient 

that QPC changes its funding strategy for the project.    

 

In 2017 we were successful in obtaining the offer of a grant of £200,000 from Tarmac for roof 

works to the 1834 building.   Subsequently the Council spent £100,000 of its general reserve on 

interior works to bring into use the 1834 building.   This work was successfully completed by May 

2018 and Phase 1 the building was brought into use, providing two community meeting spaces, a 

tea room and the community library.  This has been a great success and is widely appreciated by the 

village.   Phase 2 is now essentially complete and provides a new Parish Office, Committee Room, 

toilet and a large multi-purpose hall which is potentially divisible into two rooms with a moveable 

partition.   These spaces will come into use in the next few weeks and probably have a formal 

opening on Mayday 2019. 

 

Necessity of Project 

The additional community meeting rooms are required in Quorn which has a shortage of such 

spaces.   The additional facility of being able to divide the large hall into two separate spaces will 

maximise the use of the building for the community, enabling two meetings to take place at the 

same time in the large hall.  The acoustic treatment will reduce the echo which will otherwise make 

the large hall unsuitable for some types of meetings.  The minor additional painting is a prudent 

move to preserve the fabric of the building.   



 

Public Benefit 

It has long been the policy of Quorn Parish Council to provide meeting rooms for community 

purposes at modest prices.   It is our belief that such facilities are essential to enabling the 

development of a rich and diverse social life for the village inhabitants and thus contributing to 

human happiness.   The proposed additional facilities at the Old School will benefit the residents of 

Quorn and the surrounding area by providing public amenities which will be used for recreational 

activities and hence improve the conditions of life of the populace. 

 

Sustainability 

The business plan shows that the Old School will be self funding from year 1 of the completion of 

all the work.   This self funding will also cover the payments of the PWLB loan used to purchase 

the Old School, together with funds for routine maintenance and further development of the 

building.    

 

Size of Grant 

This application is for a nominal £3,500 but we understand the trustees of QOS may wish to close 

the charity after making this grant and we stand ready to receive the minor sum of residual money 

for the further development of the Old School project. 


