
APPENDIX 7 
 

Grounds and Facilities Committee – 12th February 2020 
 

Report of the Clerk 
 

RE: INSTALLATION OF MEMORIAL BENCH IN THE STAFFORD ORCHARD PARK 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To seek approval for the installation of a memorial bench in Stafford Orchard Park. 
 
Background 
 
When the Stafford Orchard Park was refurbished in 2008, residents were invited to sponsor 
benches to fill spaces which had been created at strategic points around the park to make 
the most of the new layout.   
 
The benches were two-seater Oxford style from a supplier called Britannia Teal Ltd and the 
total cost of an installation came to around £600 for a two-seater teak bench fully installed.  
The Council chose at that time not to charge for installation to encourage people to take up 
the offer. 
 
It has been possible to fill all the designated spaces on the park on this basis but a need for 
an additional bench by the over 8’s play area has been identified by parents accompanying 
their children to the park. 
 
A request has now come in from a resident to have a memorial bench installed in the park 
for her mother who was a regular visitor and for that bench to be a three-seater rather than 
the usual two-seater that is standard. 
 
Attached at Appendix 7a is a plan with the proposed location for the new bench.  It is 
considered that a larger bench would not look out of place in that area. 
 
It will not be possible to purchase a bench from Britannia Teak as the company has gone out 
of business but a suitable alternative has been found at Cyan Teak at a cost of £400.00 
(including ground anchors). 
 
Proposal  
 
That permission be given for the installation of the bench and that the Council purchase the 
bench and invoice the resident on the same basis as has previously happened. 
 
Reason  
 
To fulfil a need to provide extra seating by the Over 8’s area and to satisfy the request of a 
resident to install the bench. 
 
Report Implications  
 
There will be extra seating provided in the park at very little cost to the Council. 
 
Recommendations 
 

i) That the Council authorise the installation of a memorial bench by the Over 8’s play 
area. 

 



Financial Implications  
 
Installation costs are expected to be a morning’s work for the Groundsman. 
 
Risk Management 
 
There are no risks associated with this proposal.  The Clerk will invoice for the cost of the 
bench before purchasing. 
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions  
 
As soon as practically possible. 


