
 

 

Cycling in and around Quorn 
Introduction 

This report has been prepared by the Footpaths, Bridleways and Cycling 
Community Action Group. It is informed by feedback from the Quorn 
Neighbourhood Plan and two consultation events, attended by interested 
residents, which were held in October and December 2019. 

There is a desire to increase cycling within and around Quorn, so the report aims 

to bring the feedback together in order to comment on the current state of 

cycling in Quorn. It suggests some immediate action and makes initial proposals 

for future planning for more joined up and safer routes for cyclists.  

Quorn lies in a relatively flat, cycling friendly, terrain and given the right 

circumstances there is a significant potential for growth. This would realise  

health, environmental and transport benefits for our community. 
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The current state of cycling in Quorn - statistics 

How many people cycle in Quorn? (pop. 5500) 

Based on the 2017 National Cycling statistics, produced by Cycling UK, it is 

likely that 3% of the adult population cycle daily (165 people), 5% cycle several 

times a week (220 people) and 6% (330 people) at least once a month. (see 

reference chart). 

How many bikes are there in Quorn? 

From the same set of UK national statistics it is estimated that 42% of over 5 

year olds have access to, or own, a bike. When this is applied to Quorn it is 

equal to 2310 bikes or about 5 times as many as are being used on a regular 

basis. 

Who cycles in Quorn?  

 School children at Rawlins Academy from as far as Shelthorpe, 

Mountsorrel and Barrow. And school children from Quorn attending 

schools in Loughborough. 

 Students and staff at Loughborough University. 

 Commuters to Loughborough, Barrow, Mountsorrel and Leicester. 

 Fitness and leisure cyclists. 

 Tourists using the national cycle route 6. 

 Cyclists travelling around Quorn. 

 Children at play. 

Where do they cycle in the main?  

 Along the former main road from Mountsorrel to the One Ash 

roundabout.  

 Along Woodhouse Road to the GCR bridge and beyond towards 

Woodhouse. Higher volumes at the weekend as this is a major fitness 

and leisure route for the area. 

 Along Farley Way. 

 Along Wood Lane, Meeting Street and Chaveney Road. 

 Along Station Road and across the Slabs to Barrow. 

 Along the many Bridleways spread around Quorn. 

 



Observations 

There appears to be little cycling towards the centre of the village for the 

purpose of using local businesses, the park, the Old School buildings and health 

centre. 

What are the barriers to cycling in and around Quorn? 

 There is no cycling network in Quorn. Less than 6% of the total road 

system in the village is assigned as a cycle route or path - see plan. 

 There is no perception of safety on the fast moving roads around the 

village or crowded roads in the centre and there are many significant on 

road danger points for cyclists - see plan. 

 There is no coordinated network of good quality cycle paths connecting 

Quorn to its surrounding neighbourhoods. The existing network is half 

baked and of a low quality. 

 There is only limited, poor quality bike parking. 

 There is no cycling culture and priority in all traffic related decisions is 

given to the private motor car. Cycling (and walking) is seen as an “add 

on” rather than a priority. 

Where are the main Areas of Concern? – see plan Cycling 

Danger Spots in Quorn 

This analysis is a combination of the issues arising from the Neighbourhood 

Plan relating to cycling and issues raised at the consultative events held by this 

Community Action Group. 3 issues have been highlighted as requiring urgent 

attention. 

On road 

1. National Route 6 along the old main road through the village - The “on 

road” identified track finishes 100m before Wood Lane mini roundabout 

from the south. It restarts on Loughborough Road 100m after the 

Barrow Lane mini roundabout towards Loughborough. It is of no help to 

cyclists as it passes through Quorn and has many danger points. 

2. Woodhouse Road / Loughborough Road traffic lights – any attempt to 

turn right from any approach is difficult and potentially dangerous – 

especially coming from the Loughborough direction. There is no priority 



given to cyclist in the phasing of the lights – a major redesign of the 

junction is required.   

3. The mini roundabout at Wood Lane - all approaches - the only cycle 

track within the vicinity of the roundabout finishes 100m away and there 

is no provision within the current design for cyclists. 

4. The mini roundabout at the Royal Oak in the village centre – all 

approaches – especially difficult and dangerous at rush hours, however 

the rest of the day it can still be frightening to navigate. There is no 

provision for cyclists. 

5. The bridge outside the White Horse pub in village centre – the parking 

spaces in front of the bridge (Mountsorrel direction) force the cyclist to 

swerve around the last 2 cars and into the traffic – these spaces need to 

be removed. This issue needs urgent attention. 

6. Woodhouse Road – from the traffic lights to the GCR bridge (and 

beyond) – the traffic is far too fast for a residential area and the current 

layout offers no protection to a cyclist. 

7. Station Road – outside shops – no separation of cyclists and vehicles in 

this busy area. 

8. Station Road – from the Apple Tree to the shops and Royal Oak mini 

roundabout – no route for cyclists coming into the village from the 

direction of Barrow on Soar. 

9. Farley Way – all – there are no provisions for cyclists on this busy road. 

The cyclist is squeezed at several points by central reservations and the 

traffic travels far too fast in this residential area. There is plenty of room 

for conversion of the grass verge and pavement into a good quality, dual 

use track. 

10. Roundabout at the end of Farley Way – no provisions for cyclists and 

vegetation in the middle of the island limits visibility. Cyclists need more 

time to traverse the roundabout and need to be able to see clearly in all 

directions. 

11. Part finished “off road” cycle track - Meynell Road – this track is not 

finished. Currently it finishes 100 metres before the turn off to Barrow. 

The cyclist is pushed back into traffic with no clear directions – possible 

reroute via Westley Close. 

 

 



12. One Ash roundabout cycle crossing Quorn side – a busy, badly designed 

crossing with no traffic lights and a central reserve, in the middle of 

traffic travelling at speed, which is not big enough for a bike. This issue 

needs urgent attention. 

13. Woodhouse Road – from the Manor Hotel to Old Woodhouse – this 

mixture of a fast, busy road and very popular cycling route is 

unacceptable, an alternative route is needed. This issue needs urgent 

attention. 

14. Loughborough, outside the Endowed schools (this is the main route for 

cyclists from Quorn into the town centre) – the cycle route finishes at 

the TA centre and the cyclist is pushed into heavy traffic. A proper cycle 

path is needed to Loughborough town centre and railway station. 

15. Waitrose roundabout - straight on and right turns – no provision for 

cyclists, the cycle lane from Quorn finishes 50m before the roundabout 

and the cyclist is pushed into traffic. The vegetation in the middle of the 

roundabout obscures the view of oncoming traffic. 

Other pertinent issues 

 Stafford Orchard – there is no provision for cyclists to cross the park and 

avoid other busier on road routes. There is only limited, unsheltered, 

bike parking. 

 The A6 bridge across the slabs – investigate the benefits of removing 

the gate at the Quorn end of the bridge.   

 Old school buildings – increase and upgrade bike parking. 

 Shops and health centre – insufficient, poor quality bike parking. 

 Most restaurants and public houses – no bike parking. 

 The village hall – no bike parking. 

 The football ground – no bike parking. 

Traffic volumes and speed - along Station Road, Leicester Road, High Street, 

Loughborough Road, Farley Way and Woodhouse Road. And outside both 

Rawlins and the Primary School at the start and end of the day. 

Route signage - There is hardly any bike route signage in the village – probably 

because there are so few bike paths or routes. 

 

 



Summary of the current state 

In Summary, Quorn fails in every respect for the cyclist. The overwhelming 

transport culture in Quorn is the private car. The attempts that have been 

made over recent years to add cycle paths, although well meaning, have been 

uncoordinated and opportunistic and have had no measurable effect on 

improving or encouraging cycling in the parish.  

Unfortunately, and in defence of Quorn, this situation is probably not unusual 

for many neighbourhoods in the UK, however, driven by wider environmental 

considerations, the time may be right for change.  

 

The Future - what needs to change to encourage and 

promote (safer) cycling in and around Quorn? 

Physical environment 

 We need to improve the design and safety of the existing cycle routes 

that pass through the village and, in conjunction with our neighbouring 

parishes, develop a network which links to the surrounding area.  

 We need a safe cycle path network within the village and, where 

possible, the cyclist should be given priority over the private car. 

 We need significantly more and better quality bike parking. 

Cultural environment 

 In conjunction with schools, businesses, local authorities and the 

community we need to develop cultural change to reduce car usage, 

encourage cycling (and walking) and investigate the tourism and 

business opportunities that this could unlock. 

A potential way forward 

Phase 1 – Priority - Improvements to National Cycle Route 6 (SUSTRANS) 

National Cycle Route 6 is probably the highest volume route for cyclists in 

Quorn and it has the most danger points. In conjunction with the relevant local 

authorities, we should engage with SUSTRANS to identify the improvements 

required and to locate sources of national funding.  SUSTRANS are keen to 

upgrade their National Cycle routes and this project may appeal to them 



especially if it is seen to be in conjunction with other positive moves towards 

cycling in the village.  

Phase 2 - Introduction of revised, lower speed limits 

There are many areas within Quorn where it will not be feasible to introduce 

specific cycle paths due to disproportionate investment requirements or 

physical constraints of the existing road network. A blanket reduction of 10 

mph across all roads within the parish would contribute significantly towards 

the perceived safety of cycling and improve environmental and noise pollution.  

Phase 3 – New cycle path network and plan for transport in Quorn 

In conjunction with improved traffic management and parking proposals we 

need to design a cycle network for the village. A long term, planned approach 

would be preferable in contrast to the current method of solving individual 

issues as they get to the top of the pile or having to make use of opportunistic 

funding related to new house builds.  

And in conjunction with these activities 

1. Significantly increase the quantity and quality of bike parking in Quorn – 

where possible encouraging local businesses to fund. 

2. Engage with schools, businesses and the health centre to create a cycling 

and walking culture.  

3. Open discussion with the surrounding neighbourhood parish councils to 

develop a safe network of off road, connecting routes for walking, 

cycling and mobility scooters. 

4. Once the changes have been made to introduce route signage. 

What are the potential benefits? 

 Improvements in mental health, physical health and wellbeing have long 

been recognised as major benefits of cycling. 

 Environmental improvements – in both air and noise pollution. We will 

need to significantly decrease the use of private motor vehicles and 

increase the use of alternative forms of transport to meet our 

environmental challenges in the future and, at a national level, cycling is 

regarded as a major part of the solution. 

 Each journey by bike potentially replaces one by a car. This will 

contribute to overcoming the car parking issues within the centre of 

Quorn. 



 A village to village network would also be a leisure resource for locals 

and may encourage tourism. This could form the basis of a local 

community voluntary action project to refurbish the old tracks between 

villages. 

 There are potential business and tourism opportunities which may result 

from a focus on cycling and walking. 

Money/Funding 

The community action group will need to identify and consider all sources of 

funding. Where local authorities are not able to support any of the financial 

requirements of these proposals we will need to consider: 

 National funding sources 

 Private funding from local businesses 

 Help from SUSTRANS and other cycling charities 

Summary 

If we are going to make cycling a success in Quorn, meet the aspirations of the 

neighbourhood plan and make a difference it has to be seen as a reasonable 

alternative to the private car. To achieve this: 

 Local journeys by bike need to be slightly quicker and easier than by 

private car to encourage a culture where the bike is seen as the rational 

choice. 

 Cycling needs to be safe and perceived to be safe with the introduction of 

bicycle friendly routes and infrastructure. 

 Ample bike parking needs to be easily available next to popular 

destinations. 

There is potential for a significant growth of cycling in Quorn and it is likely that 

nearly half of the population have access to a bike. We need to overcome the 

barriers to using them, turn Quorn into a model for future local transport and 

gain the resulting benefits in health, wellbeing, transport and the environment 

for our community.  

 

 

 



Highlighted Danger Spots for Cyclists in Quorn

 



Current Extent of Cycle Paths in Quorn
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