
APPENDIX 5 
 

Planning for the Future:  Government White Paper (August 2020) 
Note:  applies to England only 

Comments required by 11.45 am on 29 October 
 
The Government wishes to build many more houses, much faster (300,000 per 
annum).  To this end they propose that the planning system (which dates from 1947) 
is simplified and speeded up and also made more predictable.  As a part of this they 
wish to: 
 

• Encourage smaller builders, housing associations and self-build schemes. 

• Create environmentally friendly homes and develop on line planning, doing 
away with notices pinned to lampposts.  

• Local Plans (as produced by Charnwood Borough Council) to be reduced in 
size and produced much more quickly.  Greater consultation with the local 
community as they are being created. 

• Overhaul the Community Infrastructure Levy and also promote community 
engagement. 

 
To this end land will be divided into 3 categories: 
 
Growth:  suitable for substantial development eg new settlements and urban 
regeneration.  There will be automatic planning permission for schemes in line with 
the Local Plan. 
 
Renewal:  suitable for development, so building in already built areas and increasing 
densification.  Presumption in favour of development. 
 
Protected:  areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) etc.  Planning applications 
will have to go through the local authority. 
 
Other considerations: 
 

• Neighbourhood Plans will be retained (although there are only circa 1,000 that 
have passed referendum at the present time). 

• There will be a push to speed up the delivery of development, so once a 
planning application is approved it should be built asap. 

• The White Paper talks a lot about “beauty” and fast tracking the creation of 
“beautiful buildings”.  About half of the White Paper consists of photos of 
buildings, which presumably are intended as examples for developers to 
emulate. 

• A National Design Guide was published in October 2019, there will be a 
National Model Design Code published in October 2020, a Manual for Streets 
will be published. 

• The document cross references the Environment Bill currently before 
Parliament. 

• The planning framework for listed buildings and conservation areas will be 
updated to allow more flexibility. 



Questions and thoughts 
 
The document raises many questions. 
 
“Design code” gets mentioned a great deal but there is no explanation of what this 
means within the White Paper.  However, in the National Design Guide 2019 it 
states: “The National Model Design Code will set a baseline standard of quality and 
practice across England which local planning authorities will be expected to take into 
account when developing local design codes and guides and when determining 
planning applications.”  
 
The term PropTech is widely used but not explained.  Wikipedia states:  Property 
technology (or proptech, also called real estate technology) is the application of 
information technology and platform economics to real estate markets”.  So it is 
about selling as opposed to planning. 
 
The White Paper talks about the importance of data and how data must be prioritised 
over documents in the planning process.  Although the word “algorithm” is not used it 
would appear that planning by algorithm is what is intended according to Neil O’Brien 
(the Conservative MP for Harborough, Leicestershire) who has been very active on 
commenting on the White Paper.  Algorithms are as good as the design and data 
that go into them. 
 
The White Paper talks about engaging with the local community but expects this to 
be digital. If notices on lampposts are removed then a lot of people who are not tech 
savvy or do not have access to a device (and there are still a significant number) will 
be disenfranchised.   
 
The White Paper is aimed bodies such as Charnwood Borough Council and Parish 
Councils are not mentioned at all.  If the planning process is streamlined as much as 
the White Paper suggests then it is entirely possible that Parish Councils will no 
longer be asked to comment on planning applications.   
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