
APPENDIX 5 

Quorn Parish Council – 3rd March 2020 

Report of the Chair of Planning 

RE: COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Purpose of Report  

This report clarifies the process for appointing members of Council to its Standing 

Committees, the appointment of the Chair of those Committees and the appointment of 

representatives to outside bodies. 

Background 

The current process allows little scope for change and review. It is carried out on the night 

and generally the default is simply to continue for another year, as the appointments go 

through “on the nod.” 

 

There is nothing formal at present. The Standing orders simply record (…. Business to 

include… 5 j iv)   “Appointments to Committees, Sub-committees and External bodies.” 

 

Anecdotally, several councillors have commented that this feels uncomfortable. 

 

Proposal  

All Councillors should be invited to indicate to the clerk their preference for membership of 

Committees, their willingness to accept appointment as Chair and their willingness to act as 

a representative of the Council on one of the following outside bodies in advance of the 

Annual Parish Council meeting in May. 

• Dr Babington’s Charity  

• Townlands Charity  

• Lafarge Quarry Liaison Committee 

• Rawlins/Village Liaison Committee 

• Thomas Rawlins Trust 

• Five Village Youth Project 

The Clerk to then prepare a report to inform the decisions on the night of the meeting. 

Reason  

There is a risk of Councillor discomfort continuing with the current system. 

There may also be a risk of side-lining those who do not naturally put themselves forward in 

the heat of the moment, if the current system continues. 

Recommendations  

i) Councillors to indicate their preference for Committee membership, their willingness 

to act as a Committee chair and their willingness to represent the Council on one of 

the village’s outside bodes in advance of the Annual Parish Council meeting in May. 

Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions  

The timetable is clear in the Recommendations above. 

  



 

Report Implications  

The most important positive implication is that Council will demonstrate a more open and 

timely process to determine Committee structure for the year ahead. 

It will also allow Councillors who are absent on the night to have formally made their 

preferences known. 

Financial Implications  

There are no financial implications. 

Risk Management Implications 

There are no negative implications by accepting the recommendations. 


