
APPENDIX 5 
 

Grounds and Facilities Committee – 12th February 2020 
 

Report of Cllr Jane Hollingworth 
 
RE: MANAGEMENT OF FENNY COPSE PARKLAND 

Purpose of report 

Is to make sure the specified mowing regime is carried out and the meadow is 
enhanced as a species rich meadow as proposed in the management plan. 

 Background 

The land at Fenny Copse was donated to the PC as part of the Fenny Copse 
Housing Development 106 contribution they also landscaped the site, part of their 
remit was to enhance the meadows to be species rich but they did not implement 
this, because meadow habitat is very important from an environmental perspective 
the suggestion is to bring the area in line with the landscape architects original 
proposal. 

Proposal 

Correct mowing regime ensuring removal of grass arisings. 
Implementing the attached report from Ben Devine. 
  
Reason 
 
With global warming and depletion in our insect population the desire is to provide a 
habitat to enable as wide a variety of insects as possible to flourish supporting a 
wider variety of wild life for example birds and bats. 
Our country is food poor ie. we do not provide enough food for our needs, there has 
been over recent years a steep decline in our insect population this has implications 
in our food production which is reliant on pollination by insects.  In providing a 
species rich meadow we will be supporting a wide range of invertebrates as well as 
implementing an attractive looking meadow  for villagers to enjoy.  
  
Report Implications 
 
Helping to prevent the decline in insects and meadow habitat and ensure the 
management plan is adhered to.  
  
Recommendations 
 

i) To make sure each year the grass is removed after cutting by the contractor 
or a local farmer to use as a bedding or fodder, or at least the arisings are 
removed from the meadow area and stacked at the side of the site to reduce 
fertility of the meadow. 

ii) To implement the report by Ben Devine. 



This will require cutting and removing of the grass and mechanical 
scarification of the site prior to the green hay being spread onto the area. 
 
Volunteers/staff or both will be required to spread the freshly cut green hay 
onto the area 

 
Financial Implications 
 
The cost of Mechanically scarifying the area is unknown. 
 
Risk Management 
 
Using Hay from donor sites is a procedure that is widely used to improve the 
diversity of species within meadows. It has had very positive results in some 
places.  Meadow improvement is progressive and should improve year on year as 
fertility is reduced by the removal of clippings and the increase of Yellow Rattle to 
further reduce the grass's fertility. 
 
 
  



APPENDIX 5a 
 

MEETING NOTES - Potential for meadow restoration at landholding off Meynell Road, Quorn 
 

05/02/2020 
 

Meeting with Ben Devine (LRWT) and Jane Hollingworth (Quorn Parish Council), to discuss the 
potential for grassland restoration on the Parish Council landholding between Meynell Road and the 
A6 in Quorn - SK5666617146. 
 
Site Description 
The site is amenity grassland with a network of surfaced and unsurfaced paths for visitor access. The 
ground flora is understood to be species-poor with only buttercup and ragwort species present. A 
number of trees have been planted within the grassland areas and the boundary contains and 
mixture of young and mature tree species. The paths across the site appeared to be well used by 
local dog walkers. 
 
Current Management 
A significant proportion of the site is closely mown on a regular basis throughout the year, the 
remaining area to the north being left as rough grassland with a circular path cut within it. The rough 
grassland area is cut annually and the arisings (cuttings) are left in situ as mulch. 
 
Opportunities for enhancement/restoration of wildlife 
There is scope to improve the quality of grassland present of the site for wildlife and people, through 
a number of restoration methods. One worthwhile method would be to restore specific areas via the 
spreading if green hay, (or freshly cut hay) taken from a species-rich donor site nearby, and 
spreading this seed-rich resource onto the receptor site. One of LRWT’s nearby traditional hay 
meadows could act as a suitable donor site for this process. More information about green hay 
restoration can be found at: 
www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/assets/pdfs/Restoration_using_green_hay.pdf  
This would be of particular benefit for insects and for other linked species such as birds and bats. 
If there is sufficient willingness from the Parish Council to trial this method in the existing rough 
grassland areas of the site, we believe this would be a worthwhile restoration project to improve this 
area for nature.  
Meadow restoration can be a challenging and long-term process, therefore any attempts to improve 
these amenity grassland areas must take this into account.  
Consistent and effective management of restored areas is the key to the long-term success meadow 
restoration projects. 
If a suitable donor site can be found within close proximity, then it may be possible to undertake this 
project early July 2020 or 2021. 
The small area within the centre of the rough grassland section would be the most suitable for this 
project, see photo below: 
 

http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/assets/pdfs/Restoration_using_green_hay.pdf


 
 
This small area would equate to approx. 0.25 hectares and it is believed that with soil preparation, 
removal of green hay, transportation to donor site and spreading on receptor site, that this work 
would take around 1 day to complete. (Soil preparation at the receptor site would need to be in 
place beforehand by an external contractor). 
 

 
 
If it is felt that this project isn’t suitable for the site, it is advised that arisings be removed after each 
annual cut within the rough grassland area. Cuttings can be piled up in the corners of the site if no 
other option is available, thus creating habitat piles for species including grass snakes. This will act to 
lessen the nutrient levels contained within the soil and therefore reduce competition from dominant 
grasses. It would also be beneficial to add Yellow rattle to the rough grassland area to this end. 
 
 


