
Caves Field – A Proposal to Protect Caves Field in Perpetuity

The History of Caves Field, Quorn's Cricket Ground

In the early 20th century Caves Field was owned by the Farnham family, and Quorn Cricket
Club was allowed to use it. George Francis Farnham, who was a benefactor of the club 
apparently intended to give the field to the club but was understandably persuaded to give 
it to the local school charity (Rawlins) on the grounds that the fledgling club could easily 
disappear whereas the school would not. 

In 1927 the field was given to the school with a covenant that no building other than for 
sport or games could be erected on it.

After the Second World War Rawlins School was taken over by the Local Education 
Authority and a charity, the Thomas Rawlins Educational Foundation took over various 
non-school assets, including Caves Field.  The field was leased/licensed to the Cricket 
Club, which owns the Pavilion and associated buildings.

In 1994 the Foundation had the covenant removed and attempted to sell the ground for 
development. Following a long and expensive fight the ground was saved and purchased 
by Quorn Parish Council. The original covenant was resurrected; no building other than for
sport or games could be erected. A further restriction was added, effectively no sale of the 
land could take place without the permission of a company called Caves Covenant Ltd. 
This is a company whose sole aim is to protect the ground and has three shareholders: 
Jon Cox, ex-Chairman and trustee of Quorn Cricket Club, Len Dobson, a major force 
behind saving the ground and Mathew Farnham, descendant of the Farnham family. This 
would guarantee the future use of the ground.

Proposal from Caves Covenant Ltd.

As the company’s owners age we feel it is time for more sustainable arrangements to be 
made to protect the long term future of the ground. 

We propose that Fields in Trust (previously the National Playing Fields Association) take 
over the protection of Caves Field, making the company unnecessary. 

Fields in Trust works in partnership with landowners including local authorities, to protect 
land through a Deed of Dedication – a binding legal commitment with the landowner – 
which allows it to be protected in perpetuity for current and future generations to enjoy.

Fields in Trust is a 90+ year old charity which has over 2800 green spaces in the UK under
its protection, including in Barrow, Woodhouse Eaves and Burton on the Wolds.  Apart 
from maintaining the Deed of Dedication, Fields in Trust would have no other 
involvement. The relationship between the owners and users remains unaffected.

In order to set up such a deed of dedication all that is required is for the Parish Council to 
agree to such a process to take place and for them to apply to Fields in Trust to set the 
wheels in motion.  Thereafter the matter is relatively straightforward. 

APPENDIX 4



We have approached the Cricket Club who have no objection to the proposal. We have 
also spoken to Fields in Trust who believe the proposal falls into their remit. Fields in Trust 
are a charity and do not charge for this service. 

Our only aim was always to protect of Caves Field against the inevitable pressure of 
development and consider this to be an ideal way to take this principle forward. We have 
borne the cost of doing so since the company was set up and do not wish to pass any 
additional costs or burden to the Parish Council. To that end we are prepared to cover any 
reasonable expenses incurred and are prepared to carry out the process on behalf of the 
Parish Council under their direction if they so desire.

Further information is available from www.fieldsintrust.org and I am happy to speak to 
Members of the Parish Council at any time to clarify any points they may raise.

Jon Cox 
for Caves Covenant Ltd.
1st December 2019
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