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Quorn Parish Council – 3rd December 2019 
 

Report of the Clerk 
 

RE: STAFFORD ORCHARD – NATIONAL LOTTERY HERITAGE FUND ASSESSMENT 
 
Purpose of Report  
 
To bring members attention to an opportunity for the Council to participate in an assessment 
of the Stafford Orchard Park by the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NHLF). 
 
Background 
 
The Council has received the following approach from the NHLF. 

 

I write to you in relation to the previous National Lottery Heritage Fund and Big 

Lottery Fund grant award for Stafford Orchard.  

The Parish Council’s project at Stafford Orchard, Quorn has been selected to be one 

of 6 cases studies from across the UK. The aim is to examine the project’s impact, as 

explained in more detail in the attached document - see Appendix (a). 

The reason for selection in this study is due to the high quality to which the project 

was delivered by the Parish Council, despite the Council not having access to the 

levels of resources of larger local authorities. From a regional perspective, we are 

delighted you have been selected and trust you are able to use this as an opportunity 

to celebrate again the project’s success, and hopefully use it to create for future 

opportunities.  

The details of the evaluation lead, Dr Will Eadson, are in the document and I would 

be very grateful if the Council is able to take part. 

Jeremy Fenn 

Senior Investment Manager 

Midlands & East 

The National Lottery Heritage Fund 

Although the members of the original Project Team responsible for securing the funding and 
delivering the scheme are no longer members of Council, they have expressed a willingness 
to assist the NHLF with the assessment.   
Recommendations 
 

i) That a working party be constituted in line with the requirements of the assessment 
and time limited for the duration of the project as part of the Grounds and Facilities 
Committee. 

ii) That membership of the working party be no more than 4 and include members of the 
former Project Team and former Park Management Committee. 

 
Financial Implications  
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
Risk Management 
 
There is a risk that Council could lose the opportunity to gain important information to help 
promote the park or support future funding bids. 
 



APPENDIX 4 

 

 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions  
 
Study is likely to commence in January 2020 and, pending approval, go on for approximately 
6 weeks. 
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National Lottery Heritage Fund Parks for People impact evaluation 

The National Lottery Heritage Fund has commissioned the Centre for Regional Economic and Social 

Research at Sheffield Hallam University, in partnership with the Department of Landscape 

Architecture at the University of Sheffield, to carry out research into the impacts of its Parks for 

People funding.  

The evaluation is focusing on understanding how investment in parks can lead to different social and 

economic impacts, with particular interest in five domains relating to government policy priorities: 

• community engagement, public participation and civic action; 

• overcoming barriers to broaden the use of and access to parks; 

• health and wellbeing (including health and wellbeing inequalities); 

• loneliness and social integration; 

• connectedness to nature; 

• economic regeneration. 

The aim of the evaluation is to demonstrate the different ways that investment in parks can 

contribute to these policy agendas. 

What does the programme evaluation involve? 

The evaluation is split into two stages. The first stage was an evidence review of existing 

understanding of the value of parks in each of the domains listed above. This is now complete and 

we are moving onto the second stage, which will involve studying the impacts of Parks for People 

funding on parks and their surrounding areas. 

Our evaluation/research is based around a case study approach, aiming to study in depth the impact 

of Parks for People funding in six parks. The six selected parks have been chosen to reflect a range of 

different types of context to capture different ways that investment can make a difference in 

different places. These are: 

• Boultham Park, Lincoln 

• Alexandra Park, Manchester 

• Myatt’s Field Park Project, London 

• Saughton Park, Edinburgh 

• Grosvenor and Hilbert Park, Tunbridge Wells 

• Stafford Orchard, Quorn 

Case studies will involve members of the research team coming to visit each of the parks to speak to 

project leads, local stakeholders, community groups and parks users about their views on the 

selected park and the impact of Parks for People investment. We will also conduct an online survey 

of local residents and carry out secondary data analysis using publicly available statistical datasets. 

Some of the parks received investment a number of years ago: this was part of a deliberate decision 

to ensure that we can capture longer-term impacts of funding.  

What will we require from you? 

We are aware of how precious time can be for all of the different stakeholders involved in our 

evaluation/research and so we will aim to minimise what we ask of those involved in the evaluation 

as far as possible. We will however be asking people to give up some of their time to take part in this 

study, which will generally involve the following activities: 
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• Project leads: some initial support identifying and signposting to local stakeholders relevant 

to the study; some support with arranging a workshop with key stakeholders; and 

participation in 1-2 interviews with the evaluation team (around 1 hour in length) 

• Other local stakeholders (this will vary but might include e.g. parks team; public health; local 

education providers): involvement in a workshop and possibly an additional interview (each 

approximately 1 hour in length); some support publicising our online survey 

• Community groups: involvement in a workshop and possibly an additional interview (each 

approximately 1 hour in length); support publicising our online survey 

What will you get out of it?  

We will provide each case study with a short report detailing the impacts of the project. This will act 

as an independent verification of the value of work undertaken by projects – we hope this will be 

useful in future funding bids or promoting the value of parks locally.   

In addition the workshops and interviews will be designed to promote reflection between 

stakeholders which we hope will help to strengthen or consolidate partnerships and generate new 

ideas for future work.   

Who should you contact about the research? 

A member of the evaluation team will be in touch with you within the next month, but if you have 

any questions about the project in the meantime, please contact the evaluation lead Dr. Will Eadson 

(0114 225 4173 / w.eadson@shu.ac.uk ). 

  

 

mailto:w.eadson@shu.ac.uk

