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 APPENDIX 3 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on  
Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 7.00pm 

Present:  
Cllr Andrew Brown Cllr Jane Hollingworth Cllr Janice Slater 
Cllr David Burgess Cllr John Key Cllr Carolyn Thornborow 
Cllr Byron Chatburn - Chair Cllr Bob Parks  
Cllr Joanna Clarke Cllr Roger Price  
Also in attendance: 
Borough Councillor Richard Shepherd  
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Christina Gibbs 

 

Minute  Item Action 

 The Chair welcomed all the meeting and introduced everyone for the benefit of 
the members of the public.  He went on to say that proceedings were to be 
recorded.   

 

 Condolences were offered to Cllr Hollingworth on the recent loss of her father.  

20/146 Apologies  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Clayton, Jones and McWilliam.  

20/147 Declarations of Interest  

 The Chair called for members to declare any personal or pecuniary interests in 
the items on the agenda at this point or as the meeting progressed. 

 

 There were no declarations.    

 The Chair adjourned the meeting.  

20/148 Public Participation  

 There were three members of public present.  None wished to speak but an 
interest in the village centre parking item later on the agenda was expressed by 
one of the attendees. 

 

 The Chair reconvened the meeting.  

20/149 County Councillor Matters  

 CCllr Fryer had submitted a written report which was noted.  

20/150  Borough Council Matters  

 The written report of BCllrs Shepherd and Hunt was received and noted.  

 20/150a) Housing White Paper – BCllrs had been invited to give their thoughts 
on the planning reform set out in the White Paper.  BCllr Shepherd 
had mixed views about the paper.  

 

  He expressed concerns that it was going to be difficult to protect sites 
in the Core Strategy. 

 

  He was pleased the reform suggested involving more people before 
applications are submitted but disappointed by the reliance on digital 
methods to reach people and the lack of measures to make 
developers implement planning permissions once granted. 
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  The Planning Committee Chair felt that the chief concern was the 
erosion to local democracy with Parish Councils not having the 
opportunity to comment on future plans.  There also seemed to be an 
aversion to anything other than digital means of communication which 
was likely to exclude a lot of people.  

 

  It was proposed that the agenda be reordered to review the draft 
comments of the Planning Committee on the White Paper at this point. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

  The Planning Committee Chair presented the committee’s draft 
comments together with the completed consultation questionnaire and 
a letter to Jane Hunt MP. 

 

  Members agreed with the comments and questioned how the new 
legislation was likely to fit in with the Localism Bill. 

 

  Members also felt that the comments about digital methods of 
communication not necessarily reaching all people were very well put. 

 

  It was proposed that the comments be submitted in response to the 
consultation and that the letter be sent to Jane Hunt MP. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

  It was agreed that the comments also be copied to LRALC to be put 
with the responses of other Parish Councils. 

Clerk 

  BCllr Shepherd wished to raise two further matters:  

 20/150b) Borough Council’s Core Strategy – change to Five Year (housing 
land) supply position. It was reported that the strategy will be five 
years old on the 9th November 2020 and the basis for working out the 
calculation for the five-year figure will bring it down to 4.1 years. 

 

  The lower figure will mean the Core Strategy’s policies relating 
housing will be deemed out of date and the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development will be engaged.   

 

  That will alter the planning balance and make it harder for the 
Planning Authority to resist development that is not aligned with its 
Core Strategy and restrict housing to preferred sites within the 
village’s Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 20/150c) New Housing Formula – BCllr Shepherd went on to report that the 
government is proposing changes to the method of calculating local 
housing need and he expected that a new formula, that would not help 
the situation, would be published later this year. 

 

  It was confirmed that a formal statement from the Borough Council 
about both matters was about to be sent out to all Parish Councils. 

 

 20/150d) Food and Craft Fair - A question was asked whether the Borough 
Council had reviewed its procedures following the social distancing 
problem at the event.  BCllr Shepherd agreed to send the Clerk an 
email setting out the situation for circulating to members. 

BCllr 
Shepherd 

  The Chair added that the organisers of the event were about to share 
feedback they had received from their meeting with the Borough 
Council. 

 

  The Chair proposed that the car parking item later on the agenda be 
taken at this point. 
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 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/150e) Village Centre Car Parking – Car Parking Working Group proposals. 
The Chair summarised progress to date. 

 

  Members received a response from the Borough Council to Request 1 
of the proposals to improve the efficiency of the Station Road car park.   

 

  It was confirmed that the request was to introduce a time restriction at 
the car park from Monday to Saturday between 7am and 7pm, with 
parking limited to 3 hours (with no return period as recommended by 
CBC officers). 

 

  It was proposed that Council proceed with the steps recommended 
the Borough Council’s Car Parks Manager to progress the matter. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried. Clerk 

  A member asked that an earlier suggestion to utilise other car parks in 
the village be considered as part of the proposals. 

 

 BCllr Shepherd left the meeting at this point.  

20/151 Minutes of the last meeting  

 The Chair invited members to suggest amendments to the minutes.  

 With no matters raised, it was proposed that the minutes be approved as a true 
account of the meeting. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/152 Clerk’s Report  

 19/165b) Lack of burial spaces in the village – the Clerk confirmed that she was 
still working with the Borough Council to establish costs for Quorn 
residents to use the new Nanpantan cemetery. 

 

 20/011 Items for Future Agenda – It was confirmed that the need for this item 
had been reviewed and it had been agreed that it should remain a 
regular item on the agenda.  Item to be removed from list. 

Clerk 

 20/122e) Cllr Thornborow registered an interest in the Climate Change Role.  

 20/152a) Meetings Schedule – Members received a timetable of meetings, 
publishing dates for agenda and deadlines for reports. 

 

20/153 Policing Matters  

 Members had received a link to the Charnwood West area of the Police website 
via the agenda and crime figures for September from PCSO Katrina Hallmark. 

 

 There were no matters arising.  

20/154 Councillors’ Surgery  

 Members were asked to consider cancelling the surgeries until Spring 2021 in 
view of the current social distancing regulations. 

 

 It was agreed that the surgeries should continue under the usual format but that 
members who did not feel comfortable manning the surgeries should be 
excused. 

Clerk 

20/155 Resolutions  

 20/155a) Caves Field Play Equipment  

  Members received proposals for an item of new play equipment at 
Caves Field. 
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  It was proposed that the Council ratify the decision made at the 
Grounds and Facilities Committee approving the purchase of the 
Activity Tree House and associated costs in the budget 2021/2022 or 
before as finances allow at a cost of £15,500. 

 

  It was clarified that the proposal was not a commitment to purchase 
the equipment. 

 

  A view was expressed that the recently removed equipment in the 
area should be replaced like for like rather than replace with 
equipment for a different age group. 

 

  It was pointed out that precise equipment would be decided later by 
the Grounds and Facilities Committee if funds were forthcoming. 

 

  An amendment was proposed to add the words “and request the 
allocation of funds” after the words “associated costs”. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the amendment be carried.    

 RESOLVED: That the substantive motion be carried.  

 20/155b) Special Motion – to revisit decisions taken by the Grounds and 
Facilities (G&F) Committee on 9th September 2020. 

 

  It was felt that some of the decisions taken at the recent G&F 
Committee appear to have been taken without clear and due regard to 
the duty required in the Equality Act 2010 and that they also appear to 
be in breach of the Council’s own Equality and Diversity Policy. 

 

  An opinion was expressed that ambiguity within the Act made it 
unclear and a question asked whether the age of the Old School 
would have a bearing on the need for compliance with the Act. 

 

  With regard to recommendation iii), it was felt that it was not 
unreasonable for the Council to apologise if it had acted unlawfully 
but, until that had been established, no apology should be given. 

 

  Some members felt that, even though the Old School was an old 
building, it is not exempt from providing disability access and that the 
Council needs to get on with making the building accessible. 

 

  It was confirmed that complaints had been received for disabled users 
of the building and concern was expressed that the minutes of the last 
G&F meeting gave the impression that the Council did not care about 
disabled people. 

 

  Member agreed to take the four recommendations of the report in 
turn. 

 

 i) It was proposed that Council mandates the Committee to 
reconsider the agenda item, with or without fresh information as 
indicated in the minutes, but with clear appreciation of legal 
requirements in the development of a facility for the public and its 
own staff. 

 

 An amendment was proposed to add the number of the minute 
reporting on the agenda item as “20/041b) items 1 to 5” and 
remove the words “or without”. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the amendment be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the substantive motion be carried.  
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 ii) It was proposed that Council must engage in a meaningful way 
with the public to ensure that ALL residents and potential users of 
its facilities can benefit from the Old School and other sites. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 iii) It was proposed that Council apologise for not so far engaging 
with the public in consideration the potential needs of all users. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried with 6 in favour, 1 against, 3 
abstentions. 

 

 iv) That Council review need for training on its duty regarding 
Equality and Diversity if it is thought the collective knowledge is 
outdated. 

 

  This recommendation was withdrawn by the proposer on the advice of 
the Clerk as there is no mandatory training for Councillors. 

 

 20/155c) Authorised Signatories – to appoint new authorised signatories  

  Members received proposals for the appointment of new authorised 
signatories to replace members who had stood down. 

 

  It was proposed that Cllrs Burgess, Parks and Price be appointed as 
authorised signatories. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/155d) Village Centre Car Parking – this matter had been dealt with earlier in 
the meeting. 

 

 20/155e) Redesignation and regrading of the Senior Administrative Officer 
(SAO) 

 

  Members received the recommendations of the Clerk for the 
redesignation and regrading of the SAO in view of a recent award of 
the Certificate of Local Council Administration. 

 

  It was proposed that:  

 i) The SAO be redesignated as Deputy Clerk  

 ii) That the post be upgraded in recognition of the achievement of 
the postholder. 

 

  A question was raised about whether this matter should wait to be 
considered under the Council’s appraisal scheme. 

 

  Members felt that it was unreasonable to expect staff to wait to have 
their achievements recognised until the next round of appraisals. 

 

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/156 Committee Reports  

 20/156a) Grounds and Facilities Committee – 9th September 2020 – noted.  

 20/156b) Planning Committee – 21st September 2020 – noted.  

20/157 Governance Report Action Plan  

 The following amendments were agreed to the action plan.  

 Item 1 – Timescale to be adjusted to December 2020. Clerk 

 Item 25 – Timescale to be adjusted to December 2020. 

 

Clerk 



Quorn Parish Council  6th October 2020 
Minutes  Page 6 of 6 

Minute  Item Action 

 20/157a) Governance Review and Actions – A Reflection on Achievement  

  Members received the report of Cllr Price which was noted.    

20/158 Planning  

 20/158a) Members received the Planning Committee’s report on applications 
that had been received since the last meeting. 

 

  There had been two applications requiring comments which were 
noted. 

 

 20/158b) Planning for the Future – Housing White Paper  

  This matter had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.  

20/159 Finances  

 20/159a) Bank Reconciliation and Statements   

  It was proposed that the documents be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

 20/159b) Payments List  

  Members received a list of payments made under vouchers 198-281 
in the sum of £35,910.75. 

 

  It was proposed that the list be approved.  

 RESOLVED: That the motion be carried.  

20/160 Correspondence  

 Pavement Parking Options for Change – Public consultation  

 It was agreed to refer this matter to the next Planning Committee. Clerk 

20/161 Date of next meeting  

 Tuesday, 3rd November 2020.  

 The Chair closed the meeting.  

 Items for future agendas  

 The Clerk left the meeting at this point to allow informal discussion about items 
for future agendas. 

 

 


